


: 


~ HE OFFICIAL PR 


Tyinty-EicutH Concress, Ist Session. 


That these theories were of foreign origin little 






FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1864. 7 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


CEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES. WASHINGTON. D. ¢. 


GLOBE. 


———— 





——-- 


New Series..... No. 51. 


ber how feeble was the eloquence of Chatham in 


doubt can be entertained. _The unexpected suc- 
cess of our political institutions, the growing 
greatness of our American Republic, of ourcom- 
merce, and all our industrial pursuits, had begun 
to affect England with fears for the permanence 
of her own superiority, and even for the duration 
of her political system. The success of so eco- 
nomical a Government, and one so favorable to the 
rights of man, seemed to be a standing reproach 
to the more expensive, exclusive, and unequal es- 
tablishments of European absolutism. In addi- 
tion to these motives, England had also a further 
one: we were her rebellious offspring. ‘To see 
our Republic prove a failure and our federative 
system divided, so that one section could be 
fought against the other, was the aim of both her 
pride and power. It was therefore that the vigi- 
lant eyes of some of her political leaders soon 
discovered the opportunity afforded by our do- 
mestic differences for the introduction and foment- 
ation of strife. Abolition emissaries quickly 
found their way to Boston. There their incen- 
diary doctrines soon found acongenial soil. The 
seed * fell apon good ground and increased a hun- 
dred fold.”’ Agitation of the slavery question in 
every form and upon every occasion has since 
that time been perseveringly maintained in the 
northern States, and especially in New England, 
in conversation, in lectures, by the press, in the 
pulpit, in the halls of legislation, and upon the 
stump, all of which tended only to one disastrous 
result. 

Mr. Buchanan has been blamed for lack of en- 
ergy in meeting the sudden crisis of the rebellion. 
It has been asserted that had he acted with proper 
promptness in garrisoning the fortifications in the 
six excited southern States the rebellion would 
have been avoided. But the truth is, there were 
no available troops within reach. General Scott, 
in his supplemental views to the War Department 
onthe 30th October, 1860, stated that but four hun- 
dred troops were within reach for that purpose. 
lt is evident that it was his great aim to avoid-a 
collision, to avert civil war and save the Union, 
affirming the clear authority of the Government to 
enforce the Federal laws within a State, but finding 
none to beat back a seceding State into the Union. 
In the nullification troubles in 1832 General Jack- 
son did not attempt to exert the coercive power 
until, on application to Congress, the force bill was 
passed. Did not Mr. Buchanan ask Congress for 
a similar bill, ‘* or to authorize the employment 
of military force,’? and did not Congress fail to 
grantit?) Agreeing with General Jackson in his 
views as expressed in his farewell address, in the 
utter oe of mere force to preserve the 
Union, he urged, in his annual message to Con- 
gress on the 3d December, 1860, and again in his 
special message of January 8, 1861, the adoption 
of amendments to the Constitution of the same 


characteras those subsequently proposed by Mr. 
Crittenden. 


* Fiat justitia, ruat celum.”? 

But Congress omitted to propose amendments 
to the Constitution. They omitted also to pass 
the Crittenden resolutions having the same effect. 
These resolutions, it was stated by several south- 
ern Senators, one of whom was Jefferson Davis, 
in the Senate committee of thirteen, would have 
been accepted by the South asa basis of final set- 
tlement. (See Congressional Globe, second ses- 
sion Thirty-Sixth Congress, volume 44, part 2, 


pages 1390, 1391.) Had Mr. Lincoln, after his | 
arrivalin Washington, but said the word “ peace,”? | 


those resolutions would have been adopted and 
the war avoided. South Carolina would have 
stood alone. At this crisis it was apparent that 
the danger of dissolution and civil war was both 
real and imminent. Mr. Lincoln was unequal to 
the occasion. The peace conference adjourned 
Without important action. Congress adjourned 
leaving everything unsettled and the whole coun- 
try shaken by the most violent agitation. The 
collision in the harbor of Charleston was the fatal 
consequence. 


The reader of English history need but remem- 





arresting the progress of the war with the Amer- 
ican colonies after it had been commenced. The 
same authority reminds us of the mighty efforts 
of Fox to avert the war with France, which ended 
only with the battle of Waterloo and the exile of 
Napoleon. Peace is the policy of all Govern- 
ments, the indispensable policy of a republic, 
whose great basis is popular affection. “With us 


sacrifice. 

In the President’s proclamation which followed 
he called for seventy-five thousand volunteers 
**to defend the capital, to recapture the forts, and 
enforce the laws.’’ The volunteers thus called 
for came forward with a promptness and alacrity 
which did credit to their love of country, and in- 
dicated their-attachment to that constitutional 
Government left them by their fathers, and their 
resolution to repel at all hazards the sacrilegious 
attempt thus made upon its existence. ‘The peo- 
ple were still further assured of the conservative 


——— and character of the war now proposed, | 
) 


y the instructions issued by the State Depart- 
ment to our representatives at European courts, 
as well us in the policy announced in the Presi- 
dent’s inaugural address of the 4th March, 1861, 
and in his message to the special Congress which 
met in July following. 
these instructions that— 


*€ Moral and physical causes have determined inflexibly | 


the character of each one of the ‘Territories over which the 
dispute has arisen, and both parties, after the election, 
harmoniously agreed on all the Federal laws required for 
their organization. The Territories will remain in all re- 


in the sacred cause of constitutional government. 
Then, when the physical arm of the Government 
was deemed sufficiently strong for the overthrow 
of the South, the mask is cast off, a new purpose 
and object for the war is boldly avowed and pro- 
dulehaks The hideous form and repulsive features 
of abolitionism were at first disguised in the de- 


ceptive and alluring garb of patriotism. It was 


| no longer to be a war for the preservation of the 
° . } 
L believe it could have been preserved without 


Union under the Constitution, but in reality for 


| its destruction, and in the forum of conscience aa 
| well as in that of the supreme law places the rad- 


icals in the attitude of rebellion and revolution. 
Of the abolitionists asa party, nearly a quarter 

of a century ago the true character was happily 

touched off by the pencil of Henry Clay. He 


says: 


Mr. Seward declared in | 


| ence was first felt in interfering with the conduct 


| trated 
| ing. A single idea has taken possession of thetr minds, 


* With them the rights of property are nothing, the de 
ficiency of the powers of the General Government is noth 
ing, the acknowledged and incontestable powers of the 
States are nothing. Civil war, adissolution of the Union, 
and the overthrow of a Government in which are concen- 
ne proudest hopes of the civilized world, are noth- 


and onward they pursue it, overlooking all barriers, reck 
less and regardless of all consequences.’? 

This party was then small and insignificant, but 
its numbers have increased until we now behold 
it numerous and influential enough to control the 
administration of the Government. ‘Their infla- 


of the war, and in ostracizing and excluding from 


| command the generals who had manifested a re- 


spects the same, whether the revolution shall succeed or | 


shall fail. The condition of slavery in the several States 
will remain just the same whether it sueceed or fail. 
There is not even a pretext for the complaint that the dis 

affected States are to be conquered by the United States if 
the revolution fail; for the rights of the States, and the 
condition of every human being in them will remain sub- 
ject to exactly the same laws and forms of administration, 
whether the revolution shall succeed or fail. In the one 


new confederacy; in the other, they would, as now, be 
members of the United States ; but their constitutions and 
laws, customs, habits, and institutions in either case will 
remain the same. 

**It is not necessary to add to this incontestable state- 
ment the further fact that the new President, as well as the 
citizens through whose suffrages he has come into the Ad- 
ministration has always repudiated all designs whatever, 
and whenever imputed to him and them of disturbing the 
institution of slavery as it exists under the Constitution and 
laws. ‘he case now would not be fully presented if I were 
to omit to say that any such effort on his part would be un- 
constitutional, and all his actions in that direction would 
be prevented by the proper authority, even though they 
were assented to by Congress and the people.” 


Here is the language of the President on the 
4th of March, 1861: 


* Apprehension seems to exist among the people of the 
southern States that by the accession of a Republican Ad- 


security are to be endangered. ‘There has never been any 
reasonable cause forsuch apprehension. Indeed, the most 
ample evidence to the contrary has all the while existed 
and been open tuo their inspection. Itis found in nearly 
all the published speeches of him who now addresses you. 
I do but quote from one of those speeches when I declare 
that ‘I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere 
with the institution of slavery in the States where it ex- 
ists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have 
no inclinafion to do so.’”’ 


In the President’s message to the special Con- 
gress which met in July 1861, Mr. Lincoln de- 
clares that ‘fafter the rebellion shall have been 
suppressed, the Executive deems it proper to say, 
it will be his purpose then, as ever, to be guided 
by the Constitution and laws,’’ and that it may be 
expected he will adhere to the positions taken in 
the inaugural address. He adds: 

‘*He desires to preserve the Government that it may be 
administered for all as it wasadministered by the meu who 
made it. Loyal citizens everywhere have the right toclaim 
this of their Government; andthe Government has no right 
to withhold or negiect it. It is not perceived that, in giving 
it, there is any coercion, any conquest, or any subjugation 
in any just sense of those terms.”’ 

Well, Mr. Speaker, how long were the Admin- 
istration true to these their solemn, public, and 
reiterated pledges? Why, sir, just until, on the 
faith of these solemn assurances a million men 


and rush into the armies of their country to fight 


ministration their property and their peace and personal | 


spect for the Constitution and who had shown skill 
in the field. They were not satisfied with passing 
a bill offering protection and freedom to the slaves 
of rebel masters who should come within our 


| lines, not satisfied with directing the physical 
| power of the country to the suppression of armed 





resistance to the authority of the Government, but 
they proceeded to carry the war directly against 


|| the property, the homes, and firesides of peace- 
case, the States would be federally connected with the | 


ful non-combatant residents of the seceded States. 
This was in violation, not only of the Federal 
Sonstitution, but of every principle of public law. 
While the effect of this policy has been to unite 
the South, the proclamations of the 22d and 24th 
of September, 1862, and of the Ist of January, 
1863, have signally failed to disturb the relation 


| of the slave beyond the hostile presence of our 


armies. The President, it is true, made a timid 
and weak resistance to the adoption of this pol- 
icy, but the abolition pressure was imperative, 
and at length successful. 

A measure involving such an utter disregard of 
party pledges, such a violent casting aside of con- 
stitutional obligations, such diametrical opposi- 
tion to the recognized prmciples and to the usages 
of war,and such a thorough adaptation to widen 
instead of healing the breach occasioned by se- 
cession, could not be expected to be received with 
unquestioning acquiescence on the part of the law- 
abiding, Constitution-loving masses of the North. 
Hence vast stretches of authority are usurped, the 
indefinite power of arrests is assumed, and the 
time-honored writ of habeas corpus is suspended. 

Thus, upon the alleged ground of the insuffi- 
ciency of the ordinary processes of law to restrain 
disloyal pre.ctices, the military power is raised 
into a superiority to the civil, and martial law is 
extended over the whole country. Persons not 
military are made liable to arrest without legal 
process, in a summary manner, upon the indef- 
inite charge of *‘disloyal practices.’?’ When so 
arrested they are also denied the privilege of that 
hereditary and constitutional shield of the liberty 
of the citizen, the writ of habeas corpus. Has it, 
then, come to this, that in a Government of the 
people the people are less worthy to be trusted 
than their rulers? Inanation the freestand most 
enlightened upon earth ts the citizen to be told by 
the petty agents of his own creation that his lib- 
erty is not safe in his keeping, and that they, 
through an assumed superior intelligence, must 
take it in special charge? Sir, what man worthy 


| of the name of freeman will be reconciled to the 
were induced to abandon the pursuits of peace, || 


loss of his priceless birthright of liberty, regu- 


il lated by law, by any such tyrant’s plea as that? 
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myaeountrymen, and that they willnot and ought 
not thus to submit to be spoiled of their dearest 
right by any usurping hand. What! are the peo- 
‘ he idea that their liberties 
are to be preserved or that the Government is to 
be saved in the actof theirdestruction? Are those 
fireside rights which the Anglo-Saxon 
brought with him from his native forests in Ger- 
many, aud which he has never since lived with- 
out, to be trampled in the duston any such flimsy 
and specious pretext as this? And have the sad 
days of the Roman time under the forms of the 
republic come upon us 80 soon? Are we to be 
the sport of imperial rule? 

Sir, our institutions of government are created 
and defined by law, and to the rigid observance 
of the law we must hold their administrators. 
This is our only safety, as the history of free 
States has always taught, because it shows that 
‘6 power isever stealing from the many tothe few.’’ 
It is then a new thing in our history that the or- 


ple to be de luded with the 


sacred 


dinary processes of law are not found sufficient 
the exercise of its | 


to secure the Government in 
legitimate and proper authority. Itisnotonlya 
new thing umong ourselves, but is unprecedented 
in the history of that people trom which chiefly we 
derive our origin, and from which we have inher- 
ited largely our laws and free institutions, ‘over 
in the history of England, even in the mos, tur- 
bulent times of revolution, has it been conceded 
to the monarch to arrest persons not military 
without warrant issued upon legal charges pre- 
ferred under oath. ‘This the common-law pro- 


I believe [do not misapprehend the character of |! which the country is now placed, when, together 


with the possession of the physical and political 


power of the country, a party finds itself under | 


| 


the Ltemptation to resort to usurpation in order to | 


maintain its ascendency? The Administration 


cannot, asin Enyzland, have recourse to the om- | 


nipotence of the Legislature to justify this abuse 
of power. 
of a legal omnipotence from the nature of the con- 
stitution, which is that of a consolidated Govern- 
mentandamonarchy. Even there, however, the 
subject has an adequate security against any vio- 


The British Parliament is possessed | 


lation of those great principles of personal secur- | 


ity, personal liberty, and private property, which 
constitute the so much and justly landed privi- 
lezges of Britons, because the people themselves, 
through their representatives in the Commons, 
make a preponderant power in the Parliament, 
and the venerable landmarks of the rights of the 


subject have long been held sacred from encroach- |! 


ment, Butin this country the national Legislature 


| has no such large and unlimited powers. A writ- 


ceeding dates back so far in England that it can- | 


not be determined when it began. It is, how- 
ever, guarantied by Magna Charta. Charles | 
did, indeed, try the experiment of arbitrary ar- 
rests upon vague and indefinite charges, like those 
of ** disloyal practices,’’ not preferred upon oath, 
but upon the mere arbitrary motion of himself or 
members of the Privy Council. ‘The subversion 
of the constitution and substitution of the will 
of the monarch wasalso attempted to be effected by 
the Courts of High Commission and Star Cham- 
ber, which resembled the ** courts-martial or mili- 
tary commission’? of Mr. Lincoln’s proclama- 
tion, in not being governed by the common law 
or immemorial customs and acts of Parliament, 
but admitting for jaw the proclamations of the 
Executive and grounding their judgment upon 
them. ‘The English nation, however, repeiled the 
attempt with indignation; and by the celebrated 
Petition of Rightarbitrary toprisonments and the 
exercise of martial law were abolished, and the 
obnoxious courts suppressed. 


| ten charter confers expressly all the powers which 


the Congress possesses, and clearly there is no 


authority contained in any of its provisions to | 


arrest any one ** without probable cause,’’ and 
‘upon oath or affirmation.’’ Neither will the ex- 
tension by Congress of martial law over the whole 
country cover the case. There is the same defi- 
ciency of authority bere as before. Says Chief 
Justice Blackstone in his Commentaries: 

* Martial law, which is builtupon no settled principles, 
but is entirely arbitrary in its decisions, is, as Sir Matthew 
Hale observes, in truth and reality no law, but something 
indulged rather than allowed as a law. 
order and discipline in an army is the only thing which can 
give it countenance, and therefore it ought not to be per- 
mitted in time of peace, when the King’s courts are open 


lor ail persons to receive justice according to the laws of | 


the land.”? 


Does this ‘* necessity of order and Ciscipline’’ 
which this distinguished authority lays down as 


| the only admissible ground for the application of 


3ut it will be said that this prociamation of | 


the 24th September docs not contravene Magna 
Charta, since it is confirmed by act of Congress. 
The answer to this is that the act of Congress 
itself contravenes the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, the paramount law. When we turn to arti- 
cle four of the Amendments to that instrument, 
we are met by this stern requirement: 

*'The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and etlects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrant shail 
issue bul upon probable cause supported by oath or affirma 
tion, and particularly describing the place to be searched 
and the persons or things to be seized.’ 

Article six also requires that 


“Tn all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the 
right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury of the 
State and district wherein the crime shall have been com 
mitted, which district shall have been previously ascer- 
tained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause 


of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses || 


against hii; tohave compulsory process for obtaining wit- 
nesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel 
for his defense.”’ 

The exercise of such arbitrary powers it was 
which lost Charles I of England the confidence 
of his subjects, and led to the establishment of 
new guarantees against such flagrant abuses on 
the part of the monarch, The practice of asim- 
ilar tyranny in France, under the lettres de cachet, 
had filled the dungeons of the Bastile with inno- 


cent victims, unul at the comnfencement of the | 


reign of Louis XVI thathated prison was leveled 


to the ground in the indignant uprising of an out. | 


raged people. 
Vhat right, sir, has Congress to authorize ar- 
bitrary arrests in the face of the prohibitions of 


the Constitution? Are these prohibitions without | 


meaning? or were they not on the contrary de- 
signed to meet just such exigencies as those in 





| 


martial law apply also to civilians outside of the 
Army? Are not the courts as to them, both State 
and Federal,except in the States in rebellion, just 
as open now for the prosccution of offenses against 
the Government and laws of the United States as 
under the condition of the most profound peace? 
‘The contrary will not be asserted. ‘There is there- 
fore no necessity for this extraordinary stretch of 
authority, except in districts, if there be any such, 
in whieh the regular administration of justice by 
the civil tribunals is rendered impracticable by the 
operations of war; and this is nowhere beyond 
the lines of the Army, exceptas to persons in the 
military service. 

The rales and articles of war and the acts of 
Cougress for holding courts-martial (chiefly that 
of the 14th of April, 1814) by which the Army is 
governed, were framed chiefly from the English 


| system upon the same subject. Its principles and 
| modes of proceeding are quite different from those 


of the common law, and in reference to them 
Blackstone remarked: 


* One of the greatest advantages of the English law is 
that not only the crimes themselves which it punishes, but 


| also the penalties which it inflicts, are ascertained and no- 


torious; nothing is left toarbitrary discretion ; the king by 
his judges dispenses what the law has previously ordained ; 
but is not himself the legislator.” 

The learned commentator then takes occasion 
to regret that in being deprived of those advant- 
ages and being subject to military law, the sol- 
dier is placed in a condition of servitude; * for,”’ 
said he, ** Sir Edward Coke will inform us that it 
is one of the genuine marks of servitude to have 
the law, which is our rule of action, either con- 
cealed or precarious.”’ 

Another extraordinary measure inaugurated by 
the proclamation, and which constitutes the cli- 
max of despotic power assumed by the Execu- 


| tive, is the suspension of the writ of habeas cor- 
| pus during the existence of the rebellion. 


Hav- 
ing usurped the power of arrest “ without due 
process of law’’ in the face of the express pro- 
hibitions of the Constitution, it was an offense 
of gigantic magnitude for the President to sus- 
pend the operation of this great and important 
defense of the liberties of the citizen. In those 


| bitter and unscrupulous civil contests which 
_ were waged between the party of prerogative 


and that of the privileges of the people, which 
inflamed the heart of England in the middle of 
the seventeenth century, the ancient common-law 
right of the habeas corpus was disregarded by 


The necessity of |} 


| 
i 





| Charles I, as well as by the Long Parliament. 
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This was during the struggle between the Crowy, 
and the people. But after the constitution was 
settled as to this particular by the Petision , f 
Right, and the 29th of Car. II, no soverejen had 
afterwards temerity enough to attempt an abuse 
of this great bulwark of English liberties, }, te 
true that in a few instances within the history of 
the nation for two centuries back this great writ 
has been suspended by Parliament, the only power 
which could legally suspend it. The principal of 
these was during the transition from the reign of 
James I to that of William and Mary, in 1638 
All through the American war of independence 
the friends and sympathizers of the American 
cause were bold in theircondemnation of the policy 
and measures of the Crown, and it was held that 
this was but the simple exercise of the unques- 
tioned rightofthe subject. Burke, Fox, and Pit, 
all thundered in the ears of the court their elo. 
quent denunciations of the tyranny and injustice 
of Government toward their countrymen in the 
colonies, and no one ever proclaimed a * militiry 
necessity’ of silencing them by forcible restraint 
of their persons, 
The remarks which I have made in regard to 
arbitrary arrests apply with equal force to the 
suppression of journals which have spoken out 
in condemnation of these despotic acts of the Ad- 
ministration. Blackstone says, “the liberty of 
the press is indeed essential to a free State.” The 
liberty of the press was our common-law right ag 
3ritish colonists, and for its protection, together 
with the freedom of speech and the right of 
peaceably assembling and petitioning the Govern. 
ment for a redress of grievances, the first amend- 
ment was added to the Constitution. ‘These re- 
straints are necessary, it is said, because by the 
indulgence of free discussion the arm of the Gov- 
ernment is weakened, and its ability to carry on 
the war seriously impaired. But what an argu- 
ment is this in a country of constitutional liberty, 
and where public opinion forms the substratum of 
ail our institutions! And what anargumentata 
time when, above all others, free speech and a free 
press are most needed to point out and drive back 
the robbers who are daily carrying off the public 
treasure! It is an old precept to resist the begin- 
nings of evil. It was Rousseau thatsaid, * Liberty 
might be acquired, but could never be recovered.” 
In addition to all these aggressions the war 
policy of the Administration has saddled the coun- 
try with a debt which at the termination of the 
struggle will exceed in magnitude that of Great 
Britain contracted in a century of foreign wars. 
The aggregate of the appropriations on the 4th of 
March, 1863, was $2,000,277,000. ‘The appropri- 
ations are first or last the real expenditure. The 
total of the English debt is a fraction less than 
$4,000,000,000. The English debt bears an in- 
terest of three per cent., while the debt of the 
United States whenconsolidated will reach six per 
cent. This gigantic debt will tax enormously the 
earnings of industry for generations, while the 
substitution of paper money for the gold and silver 
currency established by the Constitution* has de- 
stroyed the relation of debtor and creditor; has 


* Daniel Webster says: 

‘But what is meant by the ‘constitutional currency,’ 
about which so much is said? What species or forms of 
currency does the Constitution allow, and what does It 
forbid? It is plain enough that this depends on what we 
understand by currency. Currency, in a large and perhaps 
in a just sense, includes not only gold and silver and bank 
notes, but bills of exchange also. It may include all that 
adjusts exchanges and settles balances in the operations of 
trade and business. But if we understand by currency thé 
legal money of the eountry, and that which constitutes @ 
lawful tender fordebts, and is the statute measure of value, 
then, undoubtedly, nothing is included but gold and silver. 
Most unquestionably there is no legal tender, and there can 
be no legal tender, in this country, under the authority 
this Government or any other, but gold and silver, either 
the coinage of our own mints or foreign coins, at rates reg- 
ulated by Congress. This is a constitutional principle, 
perfectly plain, and of the very highest importance. ‘The 
States are expressly prohibited from making anything but 
gold and silver a tender in payment of debts; and although 
no such express prohibition is applicd to Congress, yet, 48 
Congress has no power granted to it in this respect but to 
coin money and to regulate the value of foreign coins, It 
clearly has no power to substitute paper or anything else 
for coin as a tender in payment of debts and in discharge 
of contracts. Congress has exercised this power fully In 
both its branches. It has coined money, and still coins It 
it has regulated the value of foreign coins, and still regu 
lates their value. The Jegal tender, therefore, the constr 
tutional standard of value, is established, and cannot be 
overthrown. To overthrow it would shake the whole sy* 


tem. °— Webster's Works, vol. 4, pages 270, 271. 
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destroyed legal securities, as well as the sarap 
of industry in ordinary investments. It ias in- 
ereased largely the prices of Government supplies, 
vas enhancing greatly the cost of the war. It 
bears severely upon the investments of widows 
and orphans, and is sacrificing the business of the 
country inthe general ruin of the currency. ‘This 
flood of assignats has stimulated into still more 
ernicious action all that crowd of corrupt and 
hateful influences which follow in the wake of war 
as sharks in that of the pestilent ship. The mis- 
erable crowd of contractors and speculators on the 
cutlerings of their country, like so many leeches, 
are sucking out the life-blood of the nation, while 
preaching the unquestioning support of the Ad- 
ministration andallits reckless and abortive meas- 
ures as the true test of patriotism. | 


us 


The acts of the Administration under the double || 


influence of Republican and abolition principles 
are marked by singular tergiversation and incon- 
sistency. In their Chicago platform, as in all 
authoritative declarations, they declared it to be 
their intention not to interfere with slavery in the 
States,and to administer the Government accord- | 
ing to the Constitution. 
ernments organized shortly after Mr. Lincoln’s | 
advent to power, in New Mexico, Colorado, and 
Nevada, when they had the power to insert a 
provision for the exclusion of slavery, no such 
exclusion was inserted; and although the Critten- | 
den resolutions were rejected by Congress until 
the first battle of Bull Run, they were passed with 
great unanimity afterthatevent. Notwithstand- | 
ing these facts, however, and also Mr. Lincoln’s 
message to Congress exhorting that body to pros- 
ecute the war solely for the restoration of the 
Union, we soon find leaders of the party intro- 
ducing into Congress bills for the conversion of 
rebel States into Territories, for an indiscriminate | 
confiscation of estates, and waging the war for the 
liberation ofthe slaves. Wealso find Mr. Lincoln, 
under these influences, recommending in his an- 
nual message in December, 1862, the call of a con- | 
vention to secure the emancipation of the slaves 
in the States; and, without waiting for such con- 
stitutional authority, under the pressure of the abo- 
lition portion of his party, proceeding to issue 
proclamations of emancipation, Could human 
weakness and inconsistency further go? 

The greatand paramount object of all Govern- 
ments is the protection of private property. Itis 
the great basis of all civilizations. Without its 
recognition and stable protection there can be no 
such thing even as communities. The framers 
of the Constitution, regarding history as philos- 
ophy teaching by example, aimed to Insert in that 
instrument a clause which, even in the midst of 
the most fearful commotions and party violence, 
would prevent a reénactment on this continent of 
those barbarous confiscations which marked the 
civil wars of the Romans, and area stigma upon 
the history of modern Europe. They therefore, 
in the third section of the third article, used this 
clear and unmistakable language, that— 

‘No attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood, 
or forfeiture except during the life of the person attainted.”’ 

In disregard of this constitutional prohibition, 
this House passes a joint resolution explanatory 
of the confiscation act for the purpose of confis- 
cating the fee and making it operative against the 
innocent as well as the guilty. 

Mr. Speaker, | have thus endeavored to state 
the origin and true theory of the Government, 
and to assign with fidelity the causes of the present 
treubles. I have also noticed the measures with 
which the Administration has undertaken to meet 
the extraordinary emergency, and have pointed | 








ter, and their utter deficiency in a true policy. 
ince we have thus far failed in reducing the re- 
bellion with the unconstitutional weapons of re- 
straints upon the liberty of the person, of speech, 
and of the press—of martial law, emancipation 
proclamations, and confiscation acts, it is fitting | 
for us now to inquire whether the armory of Gov- 
froment does not furnish others of more potent || 
energy and efficiency. There can indeed be no | 
permanent peace upon those principles. Thecom- || 
plete conquest and subjugation of an intelligent 


| 

rem 

out their unconstitutional and pernicious charac- | 
| 





and high-spirited people history amply demon- 
® rates to be a work of long duration and uncer- 
‘ain result. Superior resources and physical | 
power may be sufficient to scatter military organ- || 
zations, but it is quite a different thing to conquer || 


In the territorial gov- |! 


| and tosubjugate. The history of the Anglo-Saxon 
| race is full of illustrations of this truth. The 

Normans conquered that race at the battle of 
Hastings in 1066, but after a struggle of six hun- 
| dred years the Saxon element had reasserted 
| itself, and the English constitution was restored 

as it was before the Conquest. A great standing 
| army would be necessary to Keep the South in 
| subjection, and she would occupy a position to 


the rest of the Union such as Ireland and India 
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| occupy to England, as Hungary to Austria, and | 


| as Poland to Russia. 
| ry’ . . “s* 
| This war was inaugurated to put down military 
usurpation. The calm, just, and ever patriotic 
| judgment of a confiding people approved and 
| cheered iton inits progress. It was not intended 
| to be a war against communities, individuals, or 
| their property and rights, buta war in defense of 
| the Constitution, the laws, and for the preserva- 
| tionofthe Union. Thisis still its true-and proper 
object, and to this, if we would look for an early 
and stable peace, the Administration must return. 


| The proclamations must be withdrawn, the con- | 


| fiscation acts repealed, and we must get back to 
the resolution adopted by Congress after the first 
battle of Bull Run. Mark well its clear and patri- 


|| otic import: 


* Resolved, ‘That the present deplorable civil war has been 
forced upon the country by the disunionists of the southern 
States, now in arms against the constitutional Government, 
and in arms around the capital; that in this national emer 


geney Congress, banishing all tveling of mere passion or | 


resentment, will recollect only its duty to the whole coun 
try; that this war is not waged on their partin any spirit 


tion or purpose of overthrowing or interfering with the 
rights or established institutions of those States, but to de 
| fend and maintain the supremacy of the Constitution, and 
to preserve the Union, with all the dignity, equality, and 
rights of the several States unimpaired; and that as soon 
as these objects are accomplished the war ought to cease.” 


| ot oppression, or for any purpose of conquest or subjuga 
| 


Upon the principles upon which the war is now 
waged, there is no rallying-point for Union senti- 
ment inthe South. Itis unusual foran invading 
army to advance without propositions of peace. 
Our Army has none. Unconditional submission 
toanenemy whose declared purpose is the destrue- 
| tion of their rights of property and social system 
is all that is offered them. Is it surprising that 
Union sentiment should be crushed out, that the 
South should be united almost to a man, and that 
its resistance should be intensified and embittered 
with an energy derived from desperation ? 

Above all things, Mr. Speaker, do I desire a 
restoration of the Union asit was. Itis the grand 
experiment of civil liberty. Any sacrifice, any 
concession, any appropriation should be made to 
prevent its failure. We have a great mission, and 
no trivial consideration of the negro, or any other, 
should be permitted to interrupt it. i 


ment, and to revolutionize other Governments by 
the silent force of a great example. While the 





of civilization have been transferred to this con- 
tinent, nothing but the stable continuance of our 


It is our mis- | 
sion to demonstrate the problem of self-govern- | 


common law and all the privileges and advantages | 


| admirable system of government is needed to at- | 


tract within it the people of every clime. 
Never were an aggregation of free and independ- 
| ent political communities better circumstanced 
geographically for the purposes of such a Union. 
| On a scale of magnitude far surpassing the petty 
States of Greece, Switzerland, and the Low Coun- 
tries on the Rhine, there was, as between them- 
selves, the happiest adaptation for a common gov- 
'ernment. Looking on the north and east to New 
England, there was there no conflict of pursuits 
with any other section. Her climate was rigor- 
ous and her soil sterile, and her only meansof de- 
velopment were found in commerce and in manu- 
| factures. She was in a position to do the carry- 
ing trade for her neighbors, and to work up their 
| raw material. Crossing westward into the State 
of New York, we find her the possessor of creat 
and peculiar resources, and of the national me- 


emporium of thecontinent. A little further south 
was Pennsylvania, filled with iron and coal, and 
favored perhaps more highly than any individual 
State with a combination of agricultural, mineral, 
manufacturing,and commercial advantages. To 
the west, in the great valley of the Mississippi, 
the production of the cereals was a wonder. But 
none of the States thus noticed produced rice, su- 


| tropolis, designed by nature as the commercial 
| 
j 


gar-cane, cotton, orgold. These, again, were the | 
peculiar products of the States lying between Penn- ! 


the obstinate and misdirected policy of the 
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sylvania and the Gulf, and of those on the Pacific. 


ry - . 
There was, therefore, among the several States 


those elements of unity, an adaptation to s upply 


each other’s wants, and a mutual depend 
They were further tied together by great rivers 


reaching far into the interior, and facilitating in- 


ence, 


tercourse between remote points. “There were on 


the Atlantic slope the Hudson, the Susquehanna 
the Delaware—to omit others of minor name— 
and there was in the heart of the continent the 
great inland sea of the Mississippi, flowing due 
south from almost the arctic circle, and stretching 
his long arms of the Missouri and the Ohio from 
the Alleghany to the Rocky mountains. The 
great chain of the Allechanies, extending from the 
lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, seemed also designed 
by Providence as another physical bond of union. 
There was in al! thisevidently the most admirable 
foundation for union, for that very Government, 
indeed, adopted by our fathers, combining in it- 
self all the advantages of a consolidated empire 
for all purposes of defense against foreign aggres- 
ston, and containing within the State orgoaniza- 
tions every provision to meet the wants of par 

ticular localities. Experience proved its great 
economy and eminent benefits; and the people of 
every State grew warm in their attachment to it, 
and wished for its perpetuity. The North had 
profited largely by her connection with the South, 
and by every variety of exchange. She had pro- 
fited largely by the products of slave labor. New 
England, with her barren soil and severe climate, 
had yet, by her manufacturing industry with a 
tariff protection, and her coastwise and foreign 
trade, grown rich and more populous than any 
other portion of the Union of the same area. 
She had also disproportionate power for shaping 


' 


the policy of the country to her own advantage 
in having with a small territory a representation 


of singular inequality in the Se nate, With a to- 
tal population of 3,135,283 she speaks through 
the mouths of twelve Senators in the national 
Lezislature; while the State of New York, with 
a population of 3,880,735, is heard only through 
two. In view of the superior benefits which the 
North has derived from the Union, it must be ad- 
mitted to be the expression of a grave truth that 
the Cavalier held the cow while the thrifty Puri- 
tan steadily milked her. 

This war will be prosecuted, and its great pur- 
pose should be peace upon the basis of the Con- 
stitution. If we fail to accomplish this, through 
A cj 


ministration, we shall have no permanent Gov- 


| ernment left in the North under the present Con- 


stitution. ‘The cohesive power which constrtutes 
the national bond would be gone, and with it 
would speedily perish the national debt. In the 


competition for commerce resulting in a line ol 


free ports from the capes of the Chesapeake to 
the Rio Grande our foreign commerce, too, would 
dwindle, and the revenue derived therefrom would 
perish. It would be impossible in congressional 
legislation to reconcile the commercial interests of 
New York and the agricultural interests of the 
Northwest with the manufacturing industry of 
New England and Pennsylvania; free trade and 
protectién alike would be obstinately demanded 

An unceasing border war would be the inherttance 
of the States bounded by the line of separation. It 
is a still graver consideration that in the event of 
such acalamity no man of reflection can wink so 
fastas not to see that aportion of the States must 
become reunited by the instincts of empire, as well 
as by every consideration of interest, of trade, 
commerce, and security. Cast youreye over the 
map of the States, and you see that all the rivers, 
from the Hudson to the Rio Grande, have then 
outlet to the ocean through the southern States. 
The trade of the lakes, which is alone greater than 
all our foreign commerce, reaches tidewater weat 
of New England, while that of the great basin of 
the Mississippi, with its tributaries, comprising 
fifty thousand miles of boatable navigation, can 
find its way cheaply by the currents alone to the 
Gulf of Mexico. ‘The products of this mighty 
valley and the cotton of the South constitute the 
basis of the commerce of New York. It is idle 
to suppose that she can exist withonta union with 
these grand divisions. 

Pennsylvania must have a market for her iron 
and coal, and the products of her varied industry; 
while the Northwest is sure to follow her destiny 
marked by the water-courses, as every producing 
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and trading people that had the power have always 
don 
pre Bent lime 


VW hile tha 


- ne lt eC NT CTC 


South has all the resources and geo- | 
graphical advantages which I have described, in 
all probability it cannot exist alone, even if suc- | 
cesstul, for any great length of ume as an inde- 


pendent Power, A union with the northwestern 
the present, perhaps for a generation, the vast 
stake which Kuropean Governments have in the 
division of a Government based upon the popular 
will, and in the article of cotton, would secure pro- 
tecuon to the southern confederacy. The keen 


eye of commercial and manufacturing capital, | 


with the prejudice against slavery, would, how- 
ever, render its life a short one. The world at 
large if too much interested in the growth and 
supply of cotton to trust, as heretofore, almost 
exclusively to the South for that supply in the 
future. Luropean capital and enterprise, stimu- 
lated by the lessons of experience, will, within 
the next quarter of a century, open up commer- 
cial communications, plant settlements, and make 
the cotton grow in the interior of Africa, Austra- 
lia, the East Indies, as well as Mexico, Central 
America, and the adjacent isles of the sea. When 


the supply is thus secured equal to the demand, | 


ind: pe nde ntly of the South, then will the truce be 
atanend., An alliance, holy or political, would 
again send an army on the march, and the ** ana- 
conda’’ would then become a stern reality. 
policy, thre n, wh hi governs the war and is carv- 
ing out the dissolution of the Union, ifadhered Lo, 
is but laying the foundation for a Union in the 
valley of the Mississippi, as an inevitable conse- 
quence and result. 

The question of slavery in the Territories Jed 
to the disturbance of a harmony which might 
otherwise have been perpetual. The Chicago 
platform inaugurated revolution, TheStates being 
sovereignties, and the publicdomain having been 
acquired by deeds of cession, by purchase, and 
by conquest, in the absence of a judicial decision 
recognizing the equal rights of the South in the 
Territories, upon what principle of equity or jus- 
tice could that equality be denied? A legal, con- 


slavery; and yet a denial of it is the sad pretext 
of our troubles. Washington, impressed witha 
full knowledge of the antagonisms of society and 
the violence of party struggles for supremacy, at 


the close of his administration, still doubtful of 


the permanency of the experiment, warned his 


countrymen to a constant vigilance for its preser- | 


vation. Jefferson, with that unerring sagacity 
which characterized his knowledge of human na- 
ture, admonished the people of the whole country 


that the array of parties upon a geographical line 


would result in the destruction of the Govern- | 


ment. 

This war cannot last forever. Sooner or later 
contending partics must become exhausted, the 
armies dwindled, credit destroyed, the land 5 lied 
with graves and clothed in mourning, and an 


adjustment upon some terms will be the only | 


cure fortheevil. The uncompromising ebstinacy 
of Charles | lost him his head; that of James 


Il his crown; that of George III his colonies. | 
Shall these States again be lost by imitating the | 


example? Shall we not rather learn 
from that chapter in our history in 1812, when 
Mr. Clay, aided by Calhoun, pressed the war of 
that period upon the Administration of Mr. Mad- 
ison in resistance to the British pretension to the 
right of search? The war lasted for three years 
and some months. 
life and vast expenditure of money. 
period the Navy upon the waters of the Chesa- 
peake and the Atiantic covered itself with imper- 


ishable glory, and our soldiers poured out their | 
blood like water upon the river Raisin and the | 
Thames, at Tippecanoe and Lundy’s Lane, And | 
yet Mr. Clay, at the head of the American com- | 
mission, met the British commissioners atGhent, | 
and there negotiated a treaty of peace without | 


saying one word of the matter in controversy, 
and which yet was deemed honorable and satis- 
factory. Nearly fifty years have elapsed since 


that period, and the right remains unadjusted to | 


this day. In the mean time our relations with 


England, social and commercial, have grown 
more intimate and important, 


from the days of the Phenicians down to the 





| stitutions. 


The | 


a lesson | 


There.was great sacrifice of | 
During that || 
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Mr. Speaker, there is everywhere an anxious 


and earnest looking forward to a termination of | 


this contest. 


war. To refuse, because of the institution of sla- 
very in the southern States, to adhere to the Union 


|| of our fathers is all one as if we should refuse to | 
and middle States would becomea necessity. For || 


treat with the Ottoman Porte or the Barbary Pow- 


| ers because the one is the sovereign of a nation 


recognizing polygamy, and the other the slavery 
of the whites as well as the blacks. The man 


| possessed with a single idea is of all the most 
unfitted for a statesman. 


That high character 
implies a condition of mind which contemplates 


| things as they are,and which forbears the removal 
of a less mischief when this would be productive | 
'| of a greater. 


He must aim in his panes at the 
production of the best good of society, but will 
carefully refrain from great, sweeping innovations, 
preferring to leave the correction of evils to the 
gentle hand of time, which, as Lord Bacon ex- 
presses it, ‘is the greatest innovator,” well as- 
sured that no Governmentcan be successful which 
does not adapt its policy to the various characters 
of the people to be affected by it, and to itsdiver- 
sities of industry and sectional interests. 
Statesmen in every European Government may 
be impressed with the superiority of republican in- 


fatuated to the last degree, if, taking advantage 


of some partial indications among the people, they 
| should seek to bring on a crisis. 
| better judgment, adhere to the existing order of 


They, with 


things, well knowing that changes, to be bene- 
ficial, must be permanent. 
bound that England, the freest of the monarchies, 
leaped from the fetters of the feudal system. ‘That 
was the accomplishment only of centuries of 
struggles against the power of the barons, under 
the guidance of enlightened princes, great states- 
men, andable lawyers; and after all, some of the 
most objectionable features of that system cling to 
her still. France, indeed, attempted, by a single 
convulsive effort, to shake from her the bondage 
under which she had groaned for centuries. She 


'| succeeded in obtaining a feverish interval of free- 
stitutional right, however recognized, it was well || 
known could not have resulted in the spread of 


dom, only to relapse into the old despotism; and 


now, with her journals silent and liberty pros- | 


trate, how much better is her condition than be- 
fore the revolution of 1789? 

lt was error, maddened error, as well as trea- 
son in the South seceding as a remedy for her 
grievances. Great revolutions are only justified 
by great oppressions. The South should have 
remained in the Union, and fought her battle with 
the abolition phalanx under the xgis of the Con- 
stitution. She laid the foundation of the Gov- 
ernment and reared its superstructure, and the 
broad folds of its flag furnished her ample pro- 
tection. She should have done this from patri- 
oticconsiderations and ancestral recollections, and 
sternly discarded the ignis fatuus counsels of her 
Yanceys. But let New England remember that 


|| the South, in this rebellion, is butacting out doc- 
| trines once maintained in all sincerity by herself. 


Let her remember that southern slavery was 
planted by her own enterprise, her ships reaping 
nearly all the profits of the slave trade, which the 
Constitution protected till 1808. These reflections 
should incline us, while still prosecuting the war 
for the support of the Constitution and the integ- 
rity of the Union, to moderate our demands ac- 
cording to the standard of justice. Let us all re- 
member that it is an easy thing to destroy, but a 
long and difficult one to build up. The struggle 
for the establishment of human rights upon a pos- 
itive basis of constitutional law has been long and 
tedious, successful, and again doubtful. 
Civilization may be said to have commenced its 
march on the plains of Judea, with the establish- 
ment of the Jewish theocracy. Spreading thence 
to India and Egypt, from the latter it was trans- 
ported to Greece, where it shone brightly in its 
classic literature, and in its efforts toward a sys- 
tem of self-government. Thence it was trans- 
ferred to Rome, where it beamed with renewed 
luster. Peculiar causes operating in Italy resulted 
at the same time in the Romanrepublic. These, 
the first recorded efforts for a democratic Govern- 
ment, possessed inherent defects, and both, at the 
period of the Christian era, were absorbed in the 
imperial despotism of Octavius Cesar, The em- 
pire ran its career of centuries till at length the 


They would, however, be deemed in- | 


| 








February 24. 


CE Sa ae ae renee: 


_ hopes of the human race lay buried for a time jy 
the tomb of the dark ages. They awoke agai, 
I believe there is no obstacle so po- || 
| tent against a return to peace as that spirit which 

| has given a new policy and a new object to the | 


> . 2 . . in 
with the revival of learning in the twelfth ex ntury 
z 5 


and received an undying impetus in the ages of tig 
Reformation, and of discovery which followed 
With the exception of the Italian republics, which, 
possessed no enduring vitality, and ata later day 
those of Holland and Switzerland, monare| 


ay 
every where, the world over, was the only accepted 


| form of polity. 


It was at length, after six thousand years of 

struggles by the race for the attainment of a per. 
fect Government, that our wise forefathers, struck 
with the favorable conditions fora renewal of the 
experiment, resolved to attempt it on this cont). 
nent. Starting with the representative featyro 
and the free principles of the English monarchy 
they searched the storehouse of free common. 
wealths for enduring materials for the new struc. 
ture. To the selection and arrangement of the 
volitical machinery which they needed, they 
Sanat qualifications never before equaled jy 
the framers of States. Deep insight into human 
nature, the profound knowledge of history and 
of law, and unblemished patriotism were theirs. 
Their perfect work stands before us; nay, it isin 
our keeping. Oh! let us not, let us not, | implore 
you, permit the grand experiment to fail through 
any remissness or perversity of ours. 

it is indeed an easy thing to destroy; but to cal] 


| into being, whether in material affairs or in those 


of morals and politics, great and useful works, 
taxes the highest faculties and resources of man, 
{t is especially so in framing the institutions of 


|| government. For this,‘the learned sage and the 
It was notata single || 


man versed in practical affairs must join their 
| anxious and patriotic labors. For the adoption, 
amid opposing interests, of any system, is needed 
the long and patient conference, the steady for- 
bearance, the timely concession and compromise. 
The selfish principles must be held in check. A 
curb must be laid upon the passions. But for the 
| destruction of the same system it is needed only 
'that we forbear the exercise of the virtues and 
| benevolent affections and give full sway to the 
| selfish principles. 

The temple of Diana of Ephesus was the boast 
of the ancient world. The treasures of kings 
and all the art skill of the times had been pro- 


|| fusely lavished upon it to render it the richest and 


most magnificent of the structures of earth. Yet 
the torch of Eratosthenes, infatuated with the am- 
bition of immortality, though it should be one of 
infamy, was sufficient in a few hours to lay it in 
ashes. 

Alas! that these reflections should find so prac- 
tical an application in the events of the times. 
We had a good Government. We possessed al- 
ready what revolutionists in other Governments 
set out to attain, and no pretensions to statesman- 
ship should have been admitted which sought to 
jar the system or break it up. 

I have read of a knight of the middle ages who 
| was the possessor of a shield of extraordinary 








richness and workmanship. The material was 
of the finest gold, and the device was emblazoned 
with the rarest skill of the artist. The whole was 
of matchless beauty. It was yet disfiguyed bya 
single blemish. In an evil hour its possessor list- 
ened to the persuasions of an artificer who pro- 
posed to remove it by again subjecting it to the 
heat of the furnace. ‘The experiment was made; 
but the same heat which removed the stain de- 
stroyed also the image upon the shield, and the 
whole was reduced to a shapeless mass in the cru- 
cible. He might make a new shield of the gold, 
but the one so cunningly sculptured, and so bighily 
prized, was gone, alas! forever. The people © 
the United Siates are in the position of the knight, 
and their priceless shield is their constitutions 
Government. The stain, if you will, is the inst- 
tution of slavery. In the fires of civil war to which 
the empirical artists have resorted to remove It, !’ 
may be obliterated, but the Government itself, 
under the operation, will be dissolved. New Gov 
ernments may indeed be formed of the materia's, 
but that of the American fathers will be no more, 

Under Democratic rule, prior to the triumpli o! 
the Chicago platform, the nation wasat eerurd 
ted, prosperous, and happy. Instead of atrig c 
ful civil war, desolating the land and filling wi 
strife and: bitterness the paths which lead to our 


‘ 
i 


dwellings, we pointed with pride to our nations! 
power, our commerce, our manufactures, our ©¢ 
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- ena 
gtitutional liberty; to our national monuments and 
works of art, which everywhere decorated the line 
four progress, and were held up as the trophies 
¢. Christian civilization. . 
” Bat alas! the change. Byron, the immortal 
poet, when writing his immortal verse amid the | 
ruins of the Roman empire, said: 





( 


| 

:! ty city! and alas! 

5 Alas! pee Tulle voice, and Virgll’s lay, | 

And Livy’s pictured page ; but these shall be 

Her resurrection; all beside—decay.” 

In the gloom that covers the land, from the great | 
Atlantic, where the light of the morning sun is 
first seen, to where his setting rays go down in 
the western ocean, without some patriotic sacri- 
ficer to reéstablish the broken columns of a once 
mighty Government, the time may not be far re- 
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WASHINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
An act (5. No. 26) to provide for the public 
Instruction ot youth in the counly of Washing 
ton, District of Columbia, was the next bill taken 


| from the table, read a first and second time, and 
| referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
| lumbia. 


WASHINGTON GAS-LIGHT COMPANY. 
An act (S. No 77) to amend an act incorpo- 


| rating the Washington Gas-Light Company was 


the next bill taken from the table, read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee for the 
| District of Columbia. 


PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. | 


Anact(S. No.79) to incorporate the Providence 
hospital in the City of Washington, District of 


Oe 
ie 





field, Gooch, Grinnell, Hale, Highy, Hooper, Asahel WV. 
Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Hutburd, Julian, Kasson, Kel- 
ley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, Longyear, 
Marvin, MeClurg, Metudoe, Samuel PF. Miller, Mooriead, 


Danie! Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Orth, Per- 
han, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, Alexauder H. Rice, Edward 
H. Rollins, Schenek, Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, 


Sinithers, Spalding, Stevens, Tracy, Upson, Van Valken- 
burgh, Elibu B. Wasbburne, William B. Washburn, Wha- 
ley, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Alien, Ancona, Francis P. 
Blair, Brooks, James 8. Brown, Clay, Oox, Cravens, Den- 
nison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, English, Finck, Grider, 
Hall, Harding, Harrington, By njamin G. Harris, Herrick, 
Holman, William Johnson, Kalbfleisch, Law, Lazear, 
Long, Mallory, Marcy, McDowell, McKinney, James R. 
Morvis, Morrison, Nelson, Noble, Pendleton, Perry, Rob- 
inson, Rogers, James S. Rollins, Ross, Seott, John B. 
Steele, William G. Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, 
Voortices, Wadsworth, Ward, Webster, Wheeler, Chilton 
A. White, Joseph W. White, Wintield, and Fernande 
Wood—56. 


mote when the genius of American liberty may 
say, Alas! for the fame of Washington and the 
2 memory of Franklin, the eloquent stories of Irving 
and of Prescott, the eloquence of Clay and of 


Columbia, was the next bill taken from the table, 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 


So the bill was passed. 
Mr. FENTON moved to reconsider the vote 


Webster; these may be her resurrection—all | 


beside decay. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


Mr. Forney, its Secretary, notifying the House | 
that that body had passed an act (S. No. 51) to | 


authorize the appointment of a warden of the jail 
in the District of Columbia; in which he was di- 
rected to ask the concurrence of the House. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, obtained the floor. 
Mr. STEVENS. 
hour has expired. 
The SPEAKER. 
FIRE IN GLOUCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS. 


Mr. ALLEY. Task the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania to give way a moment that I may offer 
a resolution. 

Mr. STEVENS. 

Mr. ALLEY. 


to the resolution I offered a short time since in 


It has. 


I yield for that purpose. 


reference to the fire in Gloucester, Massachusetts. | 


Mr. KING. Ido not design to make any ob- 
jection if the gentleman willallow an amendment; 
otherwise I shall. 

The resolution was read. 


Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania, objected. 
AMBULANCE SYSTEM. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, by unanimous 


consent, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported back a bill (S. No. 30) to establish a 
uniform system of ambulances in the Army of 
the United States; which was ordered to be print- 
ed, and recommitted to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 


WARDEN OF THE JAIL, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. FENTON. I ask unanimous consent to 
take from the Speaker’s table Senate bill No. 
86, to authorize the appointment of a warden of 
the jail in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. FINCK objected. 


Mr.STEVENS. I move that the House pro- 
ceed to the consideration of business on the 
Speaker’s table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

_The House accordingly proceeded to the con- 
sideration of business on the Speaker’s table, 


when the bills thereon were taken up and disposed 
of as indicated below. 


EXPENSES OF LEVY COURT. 


An act (S. No. 81) to apportion the expenses 
of the levy court of the county of Washington 
upon the basis of population was the first bill 
taken from the table, read a first and second time, 


and referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 








I understand the morning | 


Objection has been witndrawn | 








WARDEN OF THE JAIL, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
An act(S. No. 86) toauthorize the appointment 


of a warden of the jail in the District of Columbia 
was the next bill taken from the table, and reada 
first and second time. 

Mr. FENTON. 


vious question, 
The bill was read. 


Mr. COX. Lask the gentleman from New York 


not to press that bill now, but to let it be referred. 
Mr. FENTON. Its passage will save a large 


amount of money to the Goverrfment, and I can- || 
not withdraw my demand for the previous ques- 


tion. 
Mr. COX. Istherean appropriation in that bill? 


The SPEAKER. Thereis not. It establishes 


a new office, creates a salary, but makes no ap- || 


propriation. 

Mr. COX. 
the bill on the table? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. COX. I make that motion. 

Mr. J.C.ALLEN. Onthat motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was put; and it was decided in | 


the negative—yeas 55, nays 72; 


as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Brooks, James 
8. Brown, Cox, Cravens, Dennison, Eden, Edgerton, El 
dridge, English, Finck, Ganson, Grider, Griswold, Hall, 


Harding, Harrington, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Hol- | 


man, Hutchins, William Johnson, Kalbfleisch, King, Law, 
Long, Mallory, Marcy, McDowell, McKinney, William H. 


Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, Noble, Pendleton, Perry, | 


Robinson, Rogers, James S. Rollins, Ross, Scott, John B. 
Steele, William G. Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, 
Voorhees, Wadsworth, Webster, Wheeler, Chilton A. 
White, Joseph W. White, and Fernando Wood—S55. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Anderson, Ashley, John 
D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Jacob B. Blair, Blow, Bout- 
well, Boyd, Brandegee, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. 
Clark, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Dawes, 


Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, Fenton, || 


Frank, Garfield, Gooeb, Grinnell, Hale, Higby, Hooper, 
Asahel W. Hubbard, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Orlando Kel 
logg, Loan, Longyear, Marvin, McClurg, Mefndoe, Samuel 
F. Miller, Moorhead, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard 
Myers, Norton, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Perham, Pike, Pom- 
eroy, Price, Alexander H. Rice, Schenck, Shannon, Sloan, 


Smith, Smithers, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, Upson, Van | 


Valkenburgh, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Wash- 
burn, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge—72. 


So the House refused to lay the bill upon the | 


table. 

The question recurred on the demand for the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. LAW. Isit in order to move to refer the 
bill to a committee? 

The SPEAKER. It is not during the demand 
for the previous question. 

The bill was read the third time. 


I move to put that bill upon | 
its passage now, and upon that | demand the pre- || 


Will it be in order to move to lay 


| relation to the local affairs of Missouri. 
| one of those who are content with settling our 
| difficulties among ourselves at home, before the 
| people, who have the right to be the arbiters be- 


by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
USE OF THE HALL. 
I have been requested by a com- 


Mr. COX. 


| mittee of citizens of this District to offer a resolu- 
| tion asking the use of this Hall for a meeting to 


consider the condition of the Indians. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the use of the Hall of this House be ap- 
propriated on Friday evening next for a public meeting, 


|} when addresses will be delivered by John Ross and others 


in regard to the condition of the Indians, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object. 

Mr. COX. Does the gentleman from Illinois 
object to the color? [Laughter.] 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. No,sir. I 
do not agree with the gentleman’s views as ex- 
pressed in the Buckeye Abroad, [(Laughter.} 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. STEVENS. 


Sefore moving to go into 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


I propose to extend for one hour the time fixed 
for general debate. The gentleman from Mis- 
sourt [Mr. Krve] desires to have half an hour, 
and my colleague from the Warren district [Mr. 
Scorrerp] also desires to have the same length 
of time. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move thatthe rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itselfinto the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 


| House resolved itself into the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wasn- 


| BURNE, Of Illinois, in the chair,) and proceeded 


to the consideration of the naval appropriation 
bill, on which the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
Kine] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KING. Mr. Chairman, I regret the ne- 
cessity imposed upon me of saying anything in 
lam 


tween us. [But in order to gain some political 
advantages (I know not what else could have in- 
duced gentlemen to bring Missouri affairs before 
this House) gentlemen have seen proper to make 


|| a statement of facts here on which I take issue 


with them. I do so in justification ox the people 
of Missouri, of the State militia, of the enrolied 
militia, of the provisional regiments of the State, 
and of our late lamented Governor. I am not 
here particularly the advocate of General Scho- 
field. He has, in his military capacity, permit- 
ted some things to be done in Missouri to which 
I have objected. I do not intend on this ocea- 





a wee fs ; sion to allude to them, but will seek some other 

NOTARIES PUBLIC, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. Mr. FEN TON moved the previous question || occasion. 

An act (S. No. 82) concerning notaries public “_ posenge of ine bill. eee ed But the honored position of the Governor of 
= of the District of Columbia was the next bill * 1e ee ae was seconded; and the our State, and of the militia and military author- 
ed taken from the table, read a first and second time, coe 7 ek LL EN Diet d ities of the State have been brought in question. 
lals, and referred to the Committee for the District of Mire J. U. ALLEN called forthe yeasand nays || By whom? In the first place, some forty or fifty 
Or. olumbia. on the passage of the bill. members of the Legislature have thought it their 
yh of . The yeas and nays were ordered. ; _ || duty to manifest egainst the Governor a spirit, if 
‘uni- WASHINGTON CITY SAVINGS BANK. The question was taken; and it was decided in || not of malignity, at least of hatred and ill-will. 
Lat _ An act (S. No. 15) to incorporate the Wash- | the affirmative—yeas 76, nays 56; as follows: | They have presented, rather delicately I think, a 
with ington City Savings Bank was the next bill taken YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Anderson, Amold, Ash- || protest to the Senate of the United States against 
) our from the table, read a first and second time, and || !€Y: John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Jacob B. Blair, || the confirmation of the nomination of General 
jonal referred . “ Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. , 
onal vetted to the Committee for the District of Co- || Clark’, Cobb, Cole, Dawes, Dawson, Deming, Dixon, Don- | Schofield. I leave that matter to the Senate. I 
con umbia, nelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, Fenton, Frank, Gar | have nothing to sey for or against it. But these 
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gentiemer F 
to which [make exception, ind of which I deny 


have madein that protest one assertion 


the truth They ite that the military authori- |} 


or and General Scho- |} 


ties of Mi uri, Gover 
field, combined together with a view to deprive 
ldiers of Missouri from voting. I say that | 
that charge is true, Our convention passed 
an ordinance by which the soldiers belonging to | 
the State could vote in any portion of the coun- | 
try where they might be. It was stipulated how | 
‘The returns were to be made | 
to the county from which the soldierscame. The 
county clerk, according to our laws, was to ex- 
amine the poll-book, and if in accordance with 
the law, their votes were to be counted. I know 
from my own experience that these poll-books 
were so made out thatnoclerk could receive them. 
li may by 
may 


had 


mau 


not 


it should be done. 


that in that way some of the soldiers 
prived of their votes. What 
General Schofield to do with this? No more, 
Yet it is one of 


have been de 
Mr. Chairman, than you had, 
the accusations against him. 

I come now to the reasons offered by my col- 
leagues from the St. Joseph district, [Mr. Loan,]| 
from the metropolitan district, [Mr. McCuura, | 
from the Springfield district, [Mr. Boyp,] and 


from the second district, (Mr. Brow.) They 
have arraigned the military authority of the Uni- || 
ted States. ‘They have even thrown out accusa- | 
tions against the President of the United States. | 
I feel under many obligations to the President for 


opposing what I call their false clamor in refer- | 
ence to the people of Missouri. What have they 


said? Inthe first place it is necessary to know 


whether these gentlemen are capable of being the || 


military censors of the Governor and the com- | 
mander of the department of Missouri. 
are they in a military pointof view? My col- | 
lengue from the St. Joseph district [Mr. Loan] | 
reached the position of a brigadier general of our | 
militia, 
military merit, and left it because the Governor 
had no further use for him. What was his course? 
1 would commend with sincerity to the commit- 
tee on the conduct of the war that they should 
examine the military general orders of my col- 
league, and then they will be better able to de- 
termine whether he is a fit censor of the military 
conduct of the commanding general of the depart- 
ment of Missourt, 

Then there is my colleague from the metropol- | 
itan district, [Mr. McCiurg.] Before | refer to | 
him particularly, however, | must describe the 
differentcharacters of our militia. Wehave what 
is called the Missouri State militia, who are really 
in the service of the United States. The Gov- 
ernor of the State saw the necessity to have troops 
for Missouri, and an arrangement was made by 
him with the President by which he was to raise 
ten regiments of one thousand men each, which 
should be mustered into the service of the United 
States under the agreement that they should be | 
kept for service in Missouri, and nottaken out of 
the State except for the purpose of defense of the 
State. Well, it is one of these regiments that m 
colleague from the spsivomaliiendamsiebtenimand 
ed as colonel. ‘The only tim. thatl ever heard of | 
that militia hanging fire was when he went in pur- 
suit of the rebels. ‘They took south according 
to their usual practice. When my colleague’s 
eighth regiment reached the Arkansas line they 
stopped pursuit of the rebeMs,and went on a hunt 
for that line, [Laughter.] He said that his con- 
tract was not to go out of the State. Some of 
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| tary 


was glad to hear when my young friend had 
| reached such high honors, and I expected neces- 


| into his head that he would change his position, 
| and thereafter seek laurels in the civic and foren- 


| . : - wd 
| wisdom of the choice of my colleague, [laughter,] 


Who |] 


He reached that position without any || 
|| heard of any demonstration made by him that 





ne. 


| four gentlemen, and now this House is well pre- 
| pared to determine whether or not they are fit 


| tary affairs in Missouri, and his administration proved a most 


| of the Missouri river, had a similar band of about sixteen 


what are the facts? 
| dexter first. 





the others went a little across the Arkansas line, 
and they said that they would carry out the spirit 
of their contract, They were not going to adhere 
to the mere words of the agreement. My col- 


league found the Arkansas line, and would go no | 


further, 

Mr. McCLURG. 
me? 

Mr. KING. Certainly. 

Mr. McCLURG. I give notice to this House 
that I will at the proper time meet my colleague’s 
statements. 1 will only say now that they are 
false—every word false. 

Mr. KING. Does my colleague say that noth- 
ing occurred when they reaced the Arkansas line? | 

Mr. McCLURG. Ordinarily 1 have respect 


Will my colleague yield to 


occasion When opportunity may offer to repel the | 
charge more at length. 


| started, being distant forty miles, and the Carroll 


| the remainder they scattered, 


| colleague lives, but my colleague did not over- 
to gray hairs, but | pronounce the statement of || 
the gentleman [Mr. Kine] false, and I will take || 
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Mr. KING. Did nothing take place on the || Our militia ran Poindexter across the road i. 
Arkansas line? | miles up to Spring Hill, and there they pressed 

Mr. McCLURG. No, sir. him so tight that he put off in an eastern direc. 

Mr. KING. I wasnotthere, butI have heard || tion. Colonel Guitar was watching his moye. 
from men who were there that the thing occurred || ments, but my colleague fell into the rear a long 
just as I have stated it. I will state, in justice to || way off, and afterwards Poindexter was encoun. 
the eighth Missouri regiment, that it was under- || tered by Colonel Guitar. Our militia pressed 
stood it was not their fault. Ido not believe it || ahead, and Poindexter’s force was scattered, 
was their fault. I shall show before I sitdown |} Mr. LOAN. Will the gentleman allow me to 
that they were of the number who went after || ask a question ? 

Shelby across the Arkansasriver. My colleague, Mr. KING. Yes, sir. 

seeing that no laurels were to be won in that way, Mr. LOAN. Will the gentleman tell me'who 
resigned his commission. So far as I know, he || was in command of those forces from his county? 
could not deploy into line or set a squadron. Mr. KING. Who was the head officer of the 

Then, again, comes another of my colleagues || militia that followed up Poindexter I cannot tel] 
from the Springfield district, [Mr. Boyp,] a mili- || I can tell very clearly that my colleague was not. 
man too. He set out to win laurels on the | Mr. LOAN. I desire to say a word in expla- 
tented field; he was in command and got to be || nation of this matter. 
colonel—legitimately and properly no doubt, I Mr. KING. Ihave no objection, if it does not 
| come out of my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. It can be done only by 
unanimous consent. Is there any objection? The 
Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. LOAN. I desire, Mr. Chairman, to say 
that when Colonel Guitar drove the rebels under 
Poindexter across Grand river I was then on the 
way, having received instructions from General 
Schofield the evening before. They crossed the 
railroad an hour after my train passed. I received 
the information by telegraph. At eight o’clock 
1 was in the saddle after them, while General 
Guitar was resting his forces. I drove them 
through the Spring Hill country until the next 
day, when General Guitar, lying on the road ag 
I drove them past, took up the pursuit. We were 
in the saddle for thirty-four hours, and I never 
in that time saw any of the gentleman’s county 
militia in the command. 

Mr. KING. I remember very well that the 
gentleman [Mr. Loan] fell in the wake of the 
pursuing party after Poindexter. [ remember all 
that. My colleague says that he wasonthe way 
when Poindexter got clear out of his reach. [| 
believe he was. I heardhe was. Our militia had 
driven Poindexter more than seventy-five miles. 
He aimed to get to Randolph county, where he 
lived. His forces were scattered. General Gui- 
tar kept on the right hand side of the railroad, 
| while our militia followed them on the other side, 
supposing they would turn to the right. They 
were again encountered and again scattered. They 
| then got into small detached parties, and got into 
Randolph county, where is the residence of one 
of my colleagues, who will bear testimony to what 
I say. 

The Randolph militia rallied, and in a short 
time they picked up some two hundred of the 
| Poindexter men—Poindexter himself among the 
signal failure. Porter, in northeast Missouri, was allowed || Te8t. He was taken to Macon City, a military 
to colleet,in the summer of 1862, a band of guerrillas num- post, and ona dark and stormy night he attempted 
bering some five or six thousand, with which he ravaged | to break, and did break from the guards. They 
the country and murdered the loyal citizens foralong space || fired at him and he was wounded. But he got off 
oftime. Poindexter,in the central part of the State, north . 

and made his way back to Randolph county. 
Hearing that mercy had been promised to all who 
would surrender themselves, and his wound being 
bad, he came in voluntarily and surrendered him- 
self. His band was entirely dispersed. He was 
taken to St. Louis, and remained in Gratiot street 
prison for nearly a year. He was indicted, and 
stands to-day indicted in the United States circuit 
court of St. Louis for high treason, and is now 
out on bail. That was the end of the Poindexter 
raid. 

The House might have been led to believe, from 
what gentlemen have said, that these men were 
regular freebooters and were allowed to carry on 
their operations uninterruptedly on the part of 
the people. Nothing of the kind, Poindexter, 
so far as his operations were concerned, went the 
way of all flesh, and has never troubled us since. 
That is due to our Missouri militia. 

My colleague says that Porter had five thou- 
sand men assembled under his banner. Porter 





sarily to hear that he would win very high hon- 
ors; but he soon came to the conclusion that that 
was not the field for him to win honors and lau- 
rels in, and he resigned his position and took it 


sic forums of the country, and who doubts the 


seeing that such distinguished honors have been 
won on his present theater ofaction? [Renewed 
laughter. } 

| will pass from my colleague from that district, 
and here | come to the second St. Louis district. 
And who represents that? Why, sir, | do not 
know exactly where to put him, [Mr. BLow,] but 
I think his proper place is with the peace party. 
I commend him to the peace party; it is said 
there is one in the House here. I do not know 
exactly who compose it, but he certainly belongs 
to the peace party; for | have never seen and never 


showed that he ever thougit this war ought to be 
put an end to by the clangor ofarms and by fight- 


I have thus briefly reviewed the position of these 


censors of the military operations of the depart- 
ment of Missouri. Why, sir, you would believe 
they ranked with Napoleon in military knowl- 
edge and military tactics by their being able to 
find fault in every turn and winding of the troubles 
we have had in Missouri. What do they say. 
Here is their letter: 

** Until General Curtis assumed command of the depart- || 
ment of the Missouri, about October, 1°62, General Scho- 
field, as district commander, had unlimited control of mili- 








hundred, with which he committed all kinds of outrages on 
the loyal citizens.”’ 

Now, sir, what would be inferred by gentlemen 
of this ELlouse? That these men had been allowed 
to do these things with perfect impunity. But 
I take up the case of Poin- 
Yes, sir, Poindexter did undertake 
to ravage the country with twelve or fifteen hun- 
dred men he got together. They gathered to- 
gether there as if by concert, and the first | knew 
of them they appeared in armed bodies. They | 
came up into the districtof my colleague from St. 
Joseph, [Mr. Loan,] and he a brigadier general 
at St. Joseph. The first 1 heard of Poindexter 
was in the county below mine. Intwenty hours 
after he was heard of there the enrolled militia of 
my county were in their saddles, and did not wait 
two weeks or a month for transportation. They 


county militia, in conjunction with Colonel Gui- 
tar, of the ninth militia, encountered some por- || wasalittle lower down the country, There were 
tion of Poindexter’s men at Grand river and run || three brothers of these Porters, active, energeuc 
some of them into the river, some they killed,and || men. They had their forces in Calloway county. 
The enemy re- || General Guitar, with about a thousand men, e0- 
tired due north on the railroad to Utica, nearly |} countered Porter at Moor’s Mills, in Calloway 
seventy-five miles from St. Joseph, where my || county. Porter’s forces were four to one larger 
than those of General Guitar. It was the hardest 
fought battle ever fought on the north side of the 
Missouri river during the war. Porter was 
routed, and retreated northward, crossing the 
railroad somewhere about Macon City. Colonel 


take them, though he had the use of a railroad at 
that. TIunderstood for a week that my colleague 


was fixing up to go to our aid against Poindex- 
ter, but he waited too long for transpertation. 















McNeil was in command with our militia oe 
about Palmyra. He came up, took the lead in 
the pursuil with fresh horses, and followed Por- 
te r to the county seat of Adair county. MeNeil 
fouoht with and routed Porter s forces, which 
then took an easterly direction toward the head 
of Yellow ereek, There Lieutenant Colonel 
Woolfolk of the first Missouri State militia again 
encountered them, and finally these five thousand 
men of Porter’s were dispersed and scattered to 
the four winds. Porter with a few of his men 
vot across the Missouri river, started south, and 
eot to near Rolla, where he was encountered by 
another portion ofour State militia, and was killed; 
and there he was buried. Such was the end of 
Porter. : 

These gentlemen, sir, would have the com- 
mander of the department of Missouri and the 
militia of Missouri to be brought into disrepute be- 
cause Poindexter and Porter had been allowed to 
ravage the country. ‘They undertook to leave the 
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Thurbur’s battery, engaged them, and covered the crossing 
of the main torce about three quarters of a mile below. at 
tacking the enemy on his left flank, while Major Sue 
crossing the bridge, attacked them in rear. The enemy soon 
gave way, and, Ou being hard pressed, broke in every direc 
tion, losing Lis best piece of artillery, a ten pounder, the 
main body retreating toward Miami, Colonel Phillips, tak 
ing up the pursuit, fighting him to a pointsix miles south of 
Miami, and ten miles from Marshall. Here Colonel Phillips 


ss,atter 





bivouacked during the night, following the enemy to the 
Missouri river, and thence south through Waverly nextday, 
capturing allot his transportation, ambulances, five wagon 
loads of fixed ammunition, five hundred pounds of rile pow 
der, and a number of mules and horses. 

‘Part of the rebel force, about three hundred, under 
Hunter, was heard from, moving east, and I dispatched Ma 
jor Houts, with two companies of the seventh M.S. M.and 
two companies of the torty-third E. M. M., commanded 
by Captain Hart, in pursuit. Major Kelly, witha battalion 
of the fourth M. 8. M. and Gentry’s battalion of the filth 
Provisional E. M. M., marched toward Sedalia, arriving 
there on the nightof the l4th. Lieutenant Colonel Lazear, 
of the first M. 8. M., marched toward Lexington, pushing 


| forward rapidly, and got ahead of Colonel Phillips, who 


gave up the pursuit (lis horses being nearly worn out) to 


| Lieutenant Colonel Lazear. Colonel Wier, of General 
Ewing’s forces, who had moved north through Clinton,on | 
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south of Snvbar, with General Ewing in pursuit, AtStock 
ton L was joined by Major King. sixth cavalry M. 8. M., 
with three hundred and seveuty-five men of the six and 

ghth M.S. M The force had entered Hamansville trom 
the north, in pursuit of Hunter and Coffee, tour hours alter 
i had passed through it toward the west 

* Major King attacked and drove Uiis force through Hu- 
MausvVille, capluring their last cannon 

** Finding that Shelby had passed through Stockton fa 
advance ot ine, | marched to Greenfield aud Sareoxie via 
Bower's mill, and ou the night of the [8th camped at Keita 
Ville, when | svon learned ©. scouts of Colonel Phelps, com 
manding at Cassville, that the enemy had crossed the tel 
egraph road at Cross Timbers that day about noon, 

“I kept up a rapid pursuit, following the trail of our fly 
ing foe via Sugar ereek and Eariy’s ferry to Huntsville. 
Our advance party, entering Huntsville with a dash, took 
quite a number of soldiers, (of Brooks's rebel comimand,) 
with theire horses and arms. Lwasthere joined by Colonel 
Edwards, eighteenth Lowa infantry, with three hundred 
men ot his regimeut, and Major Huut. first Arkansas cay 
alry volunteers, one hundred aud seventy-five men, and 
two mountain howitzers This gave ine an effective foree 
of six bundred cavalry and three liundred tnfuntey, with 
four guns, two of these being 12- pounder mountain how it 
zers. We had here information that She iby and Brooks 
had united theirforces,on War Eagle creek, and that Hun. 


impression that it was because there was a sort of 


ig : Peer | the night of the 13th Wad arrived at a point ten miles south terand Coffee were also there, the combined foree amount 
es rebel sympathy among the Missouri militia, and || of Marshall,and on the morning of the 14th marched west, || ing to twenty-five hundred men. We marched toward this 
Ee that they permitted this ravage of the territory of | with the expectation of being able to intercept the enemy || camp to attack, but found that the enemy bad gone 


P their State. I deny that they allowed these ma- 


south of Lexington; shortly after relieved Lazear’s troops, * On the 24th we marched across a tremendous mountain, 


, | the former hi g fres rses, @ ursued the ene | called Buffalo mountain, and finding the enemy in camp 
! suders any sort of mercy. ‘I hey cleaned out 1] Salk oF Wixenetlng: . ae oer ft oe 1} in a snug little vauiey = the other sid attacked and dr a 
. Poindexter and Porter, as | have already shown. |} “IL returned to Sedalia on the night of the l4th, leaving him at sundown, dropping into his camp. The mountain 
; E There 1s another charge, that under the Admin- || two companies of the seventh M.8, M. to scout the coun- || on the other side was too steep and the passes too narrow 
| . istration the movements against the rebellion have || (Yast and west of Marshall as far as the Missouri river || fof & night pursuit, and we had to content ourselves by 
; y ° . || for stragglers from the shattered rebel forces. On arriving || Waiting tor the light of the morning At early dawn we 
b been intrusted to the hands of those who are in | at Sedalia [ dispatched Colonel Hall, of the fourth M. 8. struck again into the mountains; ouradvanece, under Major 
| sympathy with the rebellion. Let me quote the | M., with tresh troops in pursuit of that part of the enemy Hunt, first Arkansas cavalry, was skirmishing with the eq 
: language of those gentlemen. They say: 1 Which had gone east and had crossed the Pacific railroad | emy all day, driving them before Us. On the Woh. while 
t . ‘s il oe Peder eis : | near Otterville, relieving Major Houts s command, Colonel | engaged in an attack on the enemy’s rear-guard, who were 
«Under this Administration hity eral gins, as a general i} Hall followed this part of the forces of the enemy across posted in a uarrow pass, Lieutenant Robinson, of the frst 
5] rule, in western Missouri, and itis believed throughout the \| the Osage, and gave upthe pursuit when he found General || Arkansas cavalry, was mortally wounded. He was brought 
2 : State, have been intrusted to the hands of those in sym- || MeNeil’s troops had obtained the advance with fresh || into camp, and died that nighi at ten o'clock. 
Bi pathy with the rebellion, to the almost entire exclusion of || horses. i} Onthe 27th we marched into Clarksville, and learned 
r Rs those of Known loyalty. And one of the consequences re- “As soon as I became satisfied that the enemy were || that Shelby had made good his escape and crossed the 
y sulting therefrom was, that a band of guerrillas, some fifteen || broken up into small bodies, scouting parties were ordered || river, and that Brooks had gone down iuto the valley of the 
hundred in number, penetrated to the ony of Boonville, the || t move through all parts of this district, aud attack strag Big Piney, with instructions to pick up stragglers from the 
geographical center ot the State, inarcering the citizens, | giing bands, and secure as much abandoned property as rebel army and to cut off any train that might be coming 
. aud plundering, burning, and destroying property along their possible. ‘This has been successfully done. || to me from Fayetteville. 
i route. Another was the massacre and destruction of prop | «The enemy entered this district at Warsaw on the 8th | “* My cavalry and artillery horses were too badly used up 
erty at Lawrence. with sixteen hundred well-armed men, soon increased to || to permit of pursuit across the river, so [ turned my course 
y In reference to the Shelby raid, I have the re- || about eighteen hundred by two bands that joined him froin || toward Fort Smith? * — * — * —# —  Althongh I 
[ ; the east. Within twenty-four hours afterwards he was 


5 e , 5 | til he was forced to make a stand at Marshall with the re- |) done all that man could do under the circumstances. We 
: tions and organization permitted Shelby and his || sult as stated. have driven the enemy so that he had to stick to the road, 
e freebooters to ravage the country, that they were || teem y the raid began the troops - per were — ee nted a widely extended pillage both in Mis 
Is i iia ? > > a . stationed over a tract of country one hundred and twenty |; sourt and Ar AUSAS, 4 
i allows d to do what the y ple ased, with no one to || miles square, occupying thirty-seven posts. In seven days ‘© We have taken forty-four prisoners, besides discharg 
x interfere with them. I hold in my hand the re- || they were concentrayed, and marched two hundred and || ing as many more who were conscripts. We have killed 
: nortof General Brown. Let us see what the facts || eighty miles, (some of the command over three hundred.) || aud wounded many of his men, and driven numbers to the 
y are in reference to that raid. I will not quote it | without trains, and but a scanty See ee daysand || mountains ee he will See getthem again. ‘The 
‘y ‘ " ; 2G “1 cos >. || Hights in rain; aud have killed and wounded a large num- captures in horses were Also large. 
. all, On the 10th of Octobe r, 1863, General Brown || ber of the enemy, capturing about one hundred prisoners, * My officers and men bore the fatigue and exposure of 
a reported that after ascertaining that Shelby had || with a part of his artill ry and arms, and all of his trains, this campaign without tentsand ousmall rations, in aman 
” crossed the Osage and moving in a direction to- {| ambulances, and ammunition wagons. As the skirmish ner to excite iny admiration. Colonels Edwards and Cath 
b D ; . ; , | : ; 3 
at ward Boonville, he had him closely pressed by || ing and fighting extended over oue hundred miles of thickly || erwood were earnest in theircoJperations induty. Majors 
Lieutenant Colonel Lazear of the first M.S. M..a \ wooded country no reliable report of the exact loss of the || King, Eno, and — Ww we “7 ays ready for anp duty as. 
: ins street Mae ces ah |} enemy ean be made. signed tothem. Major King deserves especial mention for 
rt . > . oe. enemy can be mac ; ' 
* partof the fourth M. S.M.,and portionsof the fifth | “The loss on our side was five killed, twenty-six wound his gallant attack on the enemy at Human-sville on the 15th, 
and ninth provisional regiments E. M. M., mak- | ed, and eleven missing and captured, making a total of forty- |) In we he eee the last ne woe enemy ees 
1€ j 1} We had seventeen horses killed, thirty-four wounded into Missouri with him, a six pounder brass gun. Major 
ing in all about one thousan en. }j two. We hac 5 ’ 
ry ha 5 . : hol oe a ‘il On the Ith || and sixty-one broken down and abandoned on the march. Hunt, with his battalion of Arkansians, were, on account 
ed the enemy were hotly yursued ba the country be- || Total loss of horses one lhundred and twelve. of their knowledge of the country, push a forward in the 
tween Otterville and Boonville. On the 12th it 1 “The troops of this district deserve the especial consid advance from Huntsville to Clarksville. This duty was 
At was discovered that Shelby must be in or about || eration of the major general commanding, for their cour promptly and See ee performed by the major and his 
of 3 rille ie . , | age, endurance, asd the cheerful manner they have done || gallant command, who drove the enemy from every posi- 
y. pte ’ and Lieutenant Houts, of the seventh 1] their duty. Without being invidious, [ may be permitted tion, killing and wounding many, and taking prisoners at 
: M.S. M., with a small force was sent forward, || to express my obligations to Colonel George I. Hall, Col- || every charge. 
od who encountered the enemy’s advance, killing | onel John F. Phillips, Lieutenant Colonel B. Lazear, Ma- |} “To Captain Rabb, chief of artillery, and Lieutenant 
Ng one, and mortally wounding the commander and || jors Foster, Houts, Suess, Kelly, Williams, and Gentry, || Wicker, Rabb’s battery, and Johnson’s section of howit- 
m- , ce |} and Captain ‘Thurbur, for their active covperation, and to || zers, lam under obligations for services which mark them 
two others. e o yresse. > j ane I or tl couperat , ners, g 
yas ) “ay co Sh Iby, being hard eds ssed, left }} the members of my staff, Lieutenant Colonel T. A. Switz as true soldiers. Lieutenant Barbie, quartermaster of the 
et Boonville in a southwest direction, crossing the || ler, Dr. R. P. Richardson, and Lieutenant R. G. Loaming, || sixth cavalry, Missouri State militia, acted as chief quar- 
d Lamine, General Brown, crossing the same || for their assistance. termaster of the expedition, and gave unqualified satistac- 
- stream near the mouth of Blackwater, attacked || “It is with peculiar pleasure that k vefoe va the ord nly | tion. Lieutenant Sell, commissary of une sam regiment, 
\ Shelby? . : conduct of the troops in the respect paid to the rights of the acted as chief commissary, acquitting himself with great 
Ohelov’s reare ) oO ane i| . x os y> 5 
ww a stand shuns tate teat oue ” 5 rebigaras | citizens, notwithstanding their privations and exposure on || credit.” 
"s ’ s , -nce a: sir fatig o arches . ~~; ’ 
‘ter : ; DS . ’ | their fatiguing marches, 5 : side ‘ ners Ne en 
a running fight for several miles, the enemy were || “'T'o the citizens of Sedalia and the country generally, You will see that General McNeil dre ve them 
forced to give battle on the Salt Fork of the La- || and to the enrolled Missouri militia who readily obeyed until there was scarcely one of them "He oo 
om : : eall *enerme + the State is adebte ; i cos » Arhanes river, 5 
mine. They opened with musketry and artillery. the call ‘ = arms, ne 34 - jis in part indebted for the un drove the m across the Ar kansas river e too 
ere General Brown then goes on in his official report || successful issue of the raid. from them in the mean time the only cannon they 
7 to say: ; \| Then came General McNeil, then in command || had left. That, Mr. Chairman, is the kind of 
0 ow : ‘ | 0 re istric : » who w sympathy that these rebels had when they came 
me “We fought him until dark, in the midst of a drenching || of the south we st district, the — who ar his y Mi : y Saafeesstheckaumndtade ae ines 
‘ ’ rain. The enemy lost sixteen killed and a number wound. || Star by his gallant conduct in 80 signally aiding || into} issouri. trefutes the charges made agains 
me ee Gus man of Teerbarts battery killed, being the only || to drive Porter and his band from North Missouri. || my people. Shelbyisa = ms ary pm He 
- ieee I here read from his official re hich s! | i f intelligence. He lived in La Fayette 
: read from his official report, which shows is a man OT Inte gence, ky 
“Thre Iwas joine , ute Cnet £ ommend ] vere : J ’ ; | ; . ¢ 
mand. My eae eee ae ath M.S he putan end to the Shelby raid, which will stand || county, on the border of Saline. Last August 
: 1 MS ‘ sistiu 2 seve M.S. . : . @ . » » 
jou M., Colonel J. F. Phillips, detachments of the first M. 8. || a8 a beacon warning against such raids in the fu- || my colleagues, every on of them, came to Wash- 
rier Kj Ligutenant Colonel Lazear, the fourth M. S.M.,Major || ture, especially when they will have to meet the || ington in conjunction with others, and made 
_ and bees eM nee ey M., moet Gentry, the || Missouri militia. || statements of the disloyal sympathies of the peo- 
e — stonal hh. Mi. M.,ai ur smi : Tihur- ‘ as i P BAte : BA Di — 
etuuc bur’s first M.S. M beter), Sbaaaiter’ tal Geer eistoen I read from the report. General McNeil says: || ple of Missouri. As soonas She Iby heard that, 
: = wS79 ’ 2 slieyw , > : . re . 
nly. hundred men. “J at once addressed myself to the work of concentrat- || he believed what they said to be true, and he 
en- c aoe oan o’clock a. m. of the 13th I ordered Lieutenant || ing force enough for pursuit when the enemy should cross | took it Into his head to gather up a band and 
wa UHC) Lazear to march with his command to a road to the 2 Osage_on his retreat south. ¢ , General Br tates shell 
we left direet to Marshall. At dayli eee ares ae “ With = ut two ~ dre d and sixty men and a section mane raid. General Brown states that Ghx by 
rger trail toward the 4 ylig archee iny’s | h abou ‘ } and sixty a had eighteen hundred troops while he had on/ 
dest toward M a the Arrow Rock and Marshall road, and thence || of Rabb’s battery I marched to Bolivar, where General } a simon) the sealeaeeel f 
. h I — Marshall. ‘The enemy attacked Lieutenant Colonel || Holland was in camp with part of two regiments of enrolied | & thousand. pon the statements of my Col- 
| Une town, Te eht a.m. near Marshall, the latteroccupying the || militia anda demi-battery under Lieutenant Stover. Leavy leagues Shelby took it into his head, ‘As there 
— Finding the brid > oom Seid shows haif past nine o’clock. || ing the geueral dircetions to observe and pursue ¢ ae are no United States troops there, | can go in, and 
+ bridge ! ross the Salt Fork dis , : or. if they shor ‘ross the Osage : arsaw, . 
the by thine: a ve z and ford acro s the Salt Fork disputed aud Hunter, if they sh uld cross th O ag at War AW the militia will be ‘hail fellows well met.’ | have 
onel seventh M < ment of the enemy, Majors Suess and outs, || marched in the direction of Lamar, via Humansville and 


portof General Brown. Itis charged by my col- 
leagues that the militia by their disloyal associa- 


8. M., with three companies and two pieces of 





| attacked, and for four days a running fight was keptup un 


Steckton, to cut off Bheiby, who was reported in full flight 





have been disappointed in my earnest hope to attack and 
destroy the forces under Shelby, | am confident of having 


seen What their Representativee say about them. 
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They will mess with me; they will give me every 
facility to ravage the State.’’ But he was mis- 
taken. He found a Tartar. 

This was not like the case of General Price. 
When he came to Lexington he had four thou- 
gand troops, one half of whom were ragged, des- 
titute, some barefoot, some without hats or jack- | 
ets. This was the kind of force he had. Yet | 
when he came, the beau-ideal military commander 
of these gentlemen, Gencral Frémont, was com- 
manding the department of Missouri. He had 
twenty to thirty thousandmen. Price arrived at 
Lexington on the 12th of September, and remained 
there ull the Ist of October. He might have re- 
mained for two weeks longer with impunity. He 
started off on the right road, the FortScott road, 
making his escape from the country. It took 
Frémont two weeks to find which way he had 
gone, because he was fortifying at Jefferson City, 
one hundred and thirty miles east of Lexington, | 


which fortifications are to be seen now as amon- || 


ument of his folly, if they have not been removed 
within afew months. Even at St. Louis they 
were digging ditches and raising up embank- 
ments, and there those intrenchments stand to- 
day monuments of folly for fear that Price with 
hisarmy would come there; and it took them about 
two weeks, as I know, to find out which wa 
Price had gone. Not so with the Missouri mili- 
tia. They did not wait two or three weeks to 
get transportation for thirty or forty miles. No, 
sir. As McNeil says, and as Brown says, they 
evinced all the alacrity which it is possible for 
men to do, and underwent all the privations that 
men could endure. Comparisons, I believe, are 
sometimes odious. They are not well to be made 
sometimes, but I necessarily make them here in 
order to justify the alacrity with which the Mis- 
souri militia defended themselves and their coun- 
try. 

We have no use to-day for any soldiers of the 
United States inthe State of Missouri. Our own 
militia are sufficient. I was glad when the United 
States soldiers came there. We were unarmed 
and unorganized when they came to our assist- 
ance. I greeted them thenas | would greet them 
to-day. Some thought they ought not to have 
come there; but my opinion was that they did not 
come an hourtoosoon. But times have changed 
since. We have now no need for them. We 
had then noarms. ‘The rebels had got the start 
ofus. While we were standing in amazement 
and astonishment at the boldness of their acts, 
they supplied themselves with arms. Somehow | 
or other they had arms. After a while an order 
came that we should all be disarmed. The con- 
sequence was that we had nothing to fight with. 
Then began the thieving, robbing, murdering, as- 
sassinations, arsons, and all kinds of offenses 
known to the catalogue of crime. The troubles 
commenced, and we appealed to our Governor for 
protection; and I was asked, ‘* Why did not you 
fight yourselves? Why did you not defend your- 
selves???’ ** How can we do it? We have no 
arms; you have taken our arms away from us. 
Give us arms; let us feel our manhood, and we 
willdefend ourselves.’ Finally the militia were 
enrolled, and those who sympathized with the 
rebels were told to step aside. Some complained 
that the militia were put into the service while 
the rebels were exempt. We did exempt them, 
because we did not know but what we would have 
to fight them. There were rebel sympathizers 
all around us. Since we have got our arms we 
ask no odds of our enemy in Missouri—the enemy 
of our Government and our country. 

What will our Missouri militia say when they 
come to see the conductof these gentlemen? What 
willtheysay? Inthe letter which they addressed 
to the President they tell him that this matter of 
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ble, the head of the bar of that State, an able man 
who has distinguished himself in this Capitol, in | 
the United States Supreme Court, a man distin- | 
guished everywhere as a jurist,a man who never 
acted upon impulse? If I were to pin my faith 
to any man’s judicial opinion as to the power of 
the Governor and our State to arm the militia, I 
would do it on the opinion of Governor Gamble. 
3ut with my notions, I do not want anybody 
to tell me we had a right to defend ourselves and 
aid our Government in putting down this rebel- 
lion. I know the Governor had no right to or- 
der men into service in conflict with the General 
Government. Claib. Jackson tried that, and he 
misled many a poor man; men for whom my bet- 
ter heart rises in pity, not in sympathy with them 
as rebels at all, but because under a traitor Legis- 
lature and a traitor Governor they were organ- 





| ized into a State guard and were drawn into the 


rebel ranks under false pretenses. Speeches were 
made all over the country, and these men were 
not told that they were expected to rebel against 
the Government. Toone young man they would 
say, ‘*Come and joinmycompany.” ‘I donot 
care about that.”’ ** Well, if you will not do that, 
you will be drafted. Join, and you shall have a 
hand in choosing your own officers.’’ In that 
way the enthusiastic young men of the country 
were drawn into these traitorous—as they turned 
out to be—rebel companies. Before they knew 
it, they were in a trap. Then they were told, 
** You are into it now, and if you return you will 


' be hung or shot.’’ Thus some of the best young 
| men in the country were driven into this rebellion. 


I knew at the time that the move was intended 
against the Government. Notso with Governor 
Gamble. 

When these gentlemen undertake to libel the 
Missouri militia, I ask them to designate where 
that militia failed to do its duty; and when they 
do designate the times and places, I will engage to 
answer them, as I have done in the cases of 
Poindexter, Porter, and Shelby. There is no 
doubt as to the loyalty of the Missouri militia. 
3ut very great complaint is made about what is 
called provisional regiments. I will tell the House 
how that organization came about. Many men 
in the enrolled militia had their business to attend 
to, their farms, and theircrops. Their lands had 
to be left uncultivated while they were in pur- 


| suit of Poindexter, Porter, and Shelby. There 


were some eighty regiments. It was found that 
some men could well be spared, having no busi- 
ness to attend to, and no families to support, and 
therefore it was arranged that these provisional 
regiments should be got up into which all the 
young men who chose to remain in the service 
might be transferred. There was nothing wrong 
in that. And yetit has been charged that this 
movement was treasonable toward the Govern- 
ment. It was no such thing. 

I must recur again to the delegation which vis- 
ited the President last August, and refer to their 
traduction of the Missouri militia on that occasion. 
This delegation in their communication to the 
President say: 

“We desire, Mr. President, distinctly to invoke your 


| attention to the organization by Governor Gamble of the 


| a foree to be organized and kept under arms by any State 


enrolled militia of Missouri. Itis a matter in which, in 
our judgment, the Government of the United States is con- 
cerned. We have already stated that it is the opinion of 
many ofthe ablest jurists of our State, that the organization 
of that militia force is without any warrant of law.”’ 


The delegation further said: 


“Tn regard to this whole matter of the enrolled militia, 
we would further respectfully suggest whether it is con- 
sistent with the Constitution of the United States for such 


| authorities; and we hope it may please you, Mr. President, 


the organization of the State militia is a subject || 


of seriousconsideration, and thatdoubts have been 
expressed as to the authority of the State govern- 
ment to organize this militia; that they have had 
the opinion of the most distinguished jurists of 


that State that there was no authority for the Gov- || 


ernor to have the militia enrolled in order to ascer- 
tain our strength. It would have been agreeable 
to me to have had the names of those distinguished 
junsis. [suppose | would have had to measure 
them by the standard of my colleagues; and if I 

had done that, | probably should not have been | 





astonished at their opinion. 1] 
i) 


But who wasa better jurist than Governor Gam 


to cause that point to be investigated. But whether so or 
not, we beg leave with all respect to protest against the 
further continuance of that system in Missouri.”’ 


Toall of which the President complimentéd the 


| Missouri militia and turned a deafear to their im- 


perious demands. 
But, again, letus recurto what General Brown 


' says of our militia. In a letter received a few 


days since, connected with some needed legisla- 
tion for our militia, he says: 


**T have had the honor to have had under my command 
during the past twenty months about an equal number of 
each class of these troops, and [ should do great injustice to 
the militia if I did not bear witness to their loyalty, bravery, 
and efficiency in the field. They have not been outdone by 
their companions in arms in the other branches of the 
military.” 


Again, General Rosecrans, on taking command 


| and archives of this department, and my best wis 





of the department of Missouri, thus s 
General Schofield: ? peaks of 


“In relieving General Schofield, who, in ass 
arduous duties connected with the command, relinquisheg 
high prospects of a brilliant career as commander of Thom 
as’s old division in the then opening campaign of the army 
of the Cumberland, I tender him my compliments f 


admirable orderin which I have found the official} Soden 


h 
well as hopes that in his new field of duty he may reap 


that success which his solid merits, good sense ,and honest 
devotion to duty and his country so well deserve,” 

I place the opinions of these distinguished gen. 
erals about our militia and the commander of our 
department in contrast with the great military ex. 
perience of my colleagues. 

Mr.SCOFIELD. Mr. Chairman, my colleague 
[Mr.Dawson] whoaddressed the House this morn. 
ing informed us that it was justeight years since he 
had spoken here before. loawe that, not because 
I have followed his personal history, but I knew 
it by the tenor of hisspeech. He must have turned 
down a leaf just eight years ago, and begun to. 
day where he left off then. The speech might 
have been appropriately made during the earlier 
years of the administration of General Pierce. | 
wish to remind him that the question involved in 
the struggle now furnishing so many sad pages for 
history is a question of division: ‘* Shall the great 
Republic be divided into two small ones?” That 
is the question now before the country. Those 
who took the affirmative of this question, in the 
first place, took up arms with whieh to defend it, 
They knew they could not maintain it in debate, 
They knew they could never satisfy the Ameri- 
can people thata Government always so tender of 
the interests of its poorest citizen, and so stron 
to defend him, could be as useful when divided 
into two nationalities not more than half as strong, 
territorially ill-shaped, and politically hostile. 
They did not try, but haughtily said to the 
country: 


** Think of division as thou wilt, 
We try the question, hilt to hilt.’? 


They gave but one reason for it. They said 
that some people—I believe they said a great 
many people—had spoken unkindly of theirsys- 
tem of labor. That was all. I defy any genile- 
man to point out any other reason given by them 
for the position taken. But do not misunderstand 
me. I do not mean to say that so large a number 
of gentlemen, talented as we know, honest as we 
formerly thought, were moved to espouse dis- 
union froma trivial motive. Their motive wasas 
I have stated it to be. But, in my judgment, it 
was very far from being a trivial one. They 
wished to preserve that system of labor, why? 
Because they had $2,000,000,000in it. They had 
more than that, for I believe they were never dis- 
tinguished as an avaricious people. Their aris- 
tocracy, family pride, political power, (a great 
item,) their habits of life, and, what is as valuable 
to them as anything else, their cherished vices, 
ease, and idleness, all were init. Of course they 
wanted to preserve it. They knew, however, 
that the institution was founded in wrong, and 
could not bear to be talked against. In a free 
forum it must go under. Allow me to use a figure. 
An iceberg breaking away from the pole and 
floating down inte warmer latitades gradually 
loses its frigidity, and dissolves in the warmer 
elements around it. So slavery, originating in 
the barbaric periods of the world, and floating 
down to this benigner age, was beginning to melt 
away inthe warm breath of debate. To preserve 
slavery, therefore, debate must cease, or slavery 
be taken out of hearing—silence or secession 
seemed their only alternative. When silence 
could not be obtained they chose secession. 

I know some other things were said. I know 
they said that the North would not turn out with 
constitutional alacrity to catch and return their 
fugitive bondmen; but they, like other similar 
complaints, were rather incidents of the main trou- 
ble then original causes of dissatisfaction. They 
were thrown out only to catch the minnows found 
in the great ocean of northern politics. The great 


uming the 


leaders cared nothing for this small percentage of 


loss, smaller than in many other kinds of invest- 
ment. They cared nothing for the few leaves 
that were here and there detached and lost in the 


ordinary breeze; it was the little streams of 


thought that were slowly washing the soil away 
from the root of the tree that alarmed them. 
Therefore, while we of the North talked about 
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walling slavery in, lest freedom should be contam- | 
inated, they were considering how to wall free- 
dom out, that slavery might remain pure. They 
decided upon disunion. They stated their pur- 

ose clearly, and took a name that indicated it 
ponestly. They called themselves disunionists. 
They even pointed out the line where the sur- 
veyor should blaze the trees and separate the free 
from the slave republic. They kindly gave to 
the twenty or thirty millions Df unmixed white 

opulation the sterile hills of New England, the 
bleak shores of the lakes, and the head-streams 
and flatbont navigation of the Mississippi. ‘The 
body of the Mississippi, with its stream of com- 
mercial wealth, unfailing as its own waters, the 
long Atlantic and Gulf coast, the vast country 
lying below Pennsylvania, Ohio, and lowa, and 
stretching westward without limit, embracing the 
soft climate and warm soil of the South—ail this, 
said they, we will take for the master and his 
slave. 

Thus the issue was made up on the one side. 
There was no alternative left for the other. Those 
opposed to division were compelled—you will re- 
member how unwillingly—to take up arms and 
submit the cause of the Union to the chances of bat- 
tle. They organized under the appropriate name 
ofthe Union party. The old flag was hoisted, the 
long roll beaten, and the opponents of division 
everywhere called upon to ‘‘fallin.”? Straight- 
way, then, began some to make excuses. Says 
one, ‘1 am opposed to division; but coercion is 
unconstitutional: | pray you have me excused.’’ 
James Buchanan said that in his last annual mes- 
sage. —_ another, ‘* lam opposed to division, 
and I think coercion is constitutional; but I be- 
lieve itisimpracticable. I think the United States 
is not strong enough to put down a rebellion so 
extensive, and led by men of so much ability, 
pride,and courage. I cannot, therefore join you 
totry. I pray you have me excused.’”’? Saysa | 
third, ‘*1 am opposed to division, and I believe 
that coercion is both constitutional and practi- 
cable; but there is an easier and better way. You 
can compromise. They only ask you to cease 
talking against slavery, and if you will notagree 
to do that [ too shall ask to be excused.’’ And 
so these three classes, each for a different reason, 
moved off by themselves, and formed the nucleus 
of what subsequently became a great party of | 
neutrality, observation, and criticism. It was said | 
the other day by the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Smirru] that there were but two parties in 
this country, patriots and traitors. I beg leave 
to differ from my friend. I think there are three, 
patriots, traitors, and neutrals. But I will not 
quarrel with him if he should say, as I think a 
high-spirited Kentuckian would, that he had more 
admiration for the mad courage of treason than 
for the mean cowardice of neutrality. 

_ Let me pause here to answer the question some- 
times yetasked, ‘* Why did you not compromise? 
If they only wanted you to agree to cease talking 
about their system of labor, why did you not 
agree?’’ It was not lack of dough—we had, I am 
ashamed to acknowledge, dough enough to make 
a whole oven-full of compromises. It was not 
because the Unionists were not pliant, but because | 
the disunion leaders were not fools. They knew | 
that a contract for silence could never be enforced | 
unless your republican Government was con- | 
verted into an absolute monarchy. What isa 
republic, except the right to think and to express | 
thoughts by your voice and your vote? The 

renchman trades, travels, and seeks his pleasure | 
as freely as an American. The Emperor takes | 
no note of these. Itis the free thought or the in- 
surgent conscience that wears the imperial chain | 
in France, _ These leaders knew that talk would 
£0 on in spite of contract, and therefore they did 
not ask and would not accept your seaiidine 
parchment. They had tried it. They had the 
Atherton gag and the Democratic and Whig reso- 
lutions of 1852 forbidding discussion, and the | 
whole power of the Pierce and Buchanan Admin- 
istrations to enforce their views. Former Ad- 
ministrations, although much devoted to the in- 
terests of slavery, found time to attend to some 
other matters. Polk, I think it was, explored 
the ‘* Dead Sea” of the Old World, and Fillmore 
sounded the depths of a deader sea at home for | 
himself and his party; but Pierce and Buchanan 

evoted themselves entirely to this single purpose. 
ey put on the master’s collar and wore it asa | 
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thing of honor, and never seemed prouder than || 
when they saw their southern friends spelling out 

the inscription, ** This is Gerth, the bondman of | 
Cedric the Saxon.’’ These influences were ably 
wielded by an experienced corps of slave Repre- 
sentatives in these Halls and around this Capitol. 
They were men that combined the opposite qual- | 
ities of gentleness and severity so fitting to a 

leader. They knew how to win the bold and | 
overawe the timid. They were gentlemen among 

bullies and bullies among gentlemen. But with || 
all these powers combined they could not close | 
the mouth—will it please you any better if I say | 
fanatical mouth?—of Wendell Phillipsalone. And 
so they spurned your too pliant offer. {| 

Three years have passed—years fraught, as it 
seems to us at a distance, with great ruin to the | 
South, with loss and heavy sorrow, as we know, | 
to the North. How stand the three parties now? | 
The disunion emblem ts still upborne, less firmly | 
than at first; and the area on unk its hateful 
shadow falls is two thirds less than in the begin- 
ning. Still it flies its signal word—* division.” 
All the proclamations and messages of Davis, his 
governors and generals, all the Jaws and resolu- 
tions of his congress and State legislatures talk of 
nothing, ask for nothing but division. Will the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Woop,] who | 
talks to us so much about peace, take notice that 
in all those official documents, if they can be called 
official, division is the only aim and end proposed ? 

How stands the Union party? Well, sir, our 
flag, [ believe, is still floating, held more firmly 
than in the beginning, sustained by the courage— 
no, sir, that is not the word | mean exactly; by | 
the patriotism of the American people—and that 
is not the word I want to express my particular 
shade of meaning; it is upheld, I believe, by a 
stronger sentiment than courage or patriotism—by || 
the sense of duty and stern conscience of the || 
American people. And if you wantto find which | 
is strongest, pride and courage on the one hand, | 
or conscience and sense of duty on the other, read 
the history of the Cromwellian war, and you will 
learn that the proud Cavalier has to yield in the 
end to the conscientious Roundhead. And so it 
will be now. The motto of the Union party is 
the same as it was in the beginning. We unite 
the language of Jackson, ** The Union it must and 
shall be preserved,’’ and the language of Webster, 
** Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and 
inseparable.’’ 

But where stands the neutral party; the party | 
of ‘‘ifs,’’ “‘ands,’’ and excuses? Have you | 
been here for three months now, occasionally pre- 
siding over this House, and do not know that 
there they stand—T[ pointing to the Democratic side 
of the Hall]—as they stood three years ago, occu- 

ying the same position of bloodless neutrality? | 
They have notchanged their ground, though they | 
give a different reason for holding it. ‘They do 
not now say that coercion is unconstitutional. 
They do not now generally say that it is impos- | 
sible, nor that anything you can give to the rebels 
by way of compromise will make their condition 
any better than it was before they rebelled. They 
generally concede that the rebellion must be sup- 
pressed by force of arms or the Union be divided. || 
But they say the President is always so unfortu- 
nate as to select unconstitutional means to effect | 
what they now see, though they did not at first, | 
is a constitutional purpose. And so they remain 
spectators; spectators ina war which involves the 
life of this nation and the fortunes of forty mil- || 
lions of people whose interests are associated with | 
it. More than that; itinvolves the fortunes of the 
oppressed and middle classes all over the world; 
for ours is the world’s representative Republic. 
But to do them justice, | must say they are not || 
indifferent spectators. There they stand, glass in 
hand, or ‘‘ nose all spectacle bestrid,’’ looking 
anxiously for some fortunate mistake in council | 
or some cheering disaster in the field, which will 
fulfill their evil predictions and justify their posi- 
tion of neutrality before the world. heir music 
isa line of Yankee Doodle anda half line of Dixie, | 
filled out with the * rub-a-dub-dub”’ of complaint 
and evil prophecy. 

But, although neutral, they are not idle. They 
have a great deal to do. They have to see that | 
this war is conducted with Christian tenderness 
on our part, though met with savage atrocity en 
the other. They have to see that treason-tainted, 
slave-earned wealth escapes confiscation, though || 
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it impose a heavier burden on the honester earn- 
ings of loyal men. They have to see that your 
credit is decried, and the taxes necessary to sup- 
port it denounced, and then to complain to the 
country that **legal tenders’? are not equal to 
gold. They have to see thata favorite general 
has an unlimited and untrammeled command, and 
that he is not held responsible for opportunities 
neglected or battles lost. They have to see that 


| all possible, at least ail constitutional objections 


are thrown in the way of the exercise of the elect- 
ive franchise by the Union soldiers in the field, 
and that the freest elections are secured to the 


|| unpardoned secessionist in the rebel and border 


States. They have to see that practical amalga- 
mation goes on undisturbed by any unconstitu- 
tional interference with the slave system of the 
South, while they falsely charge theoretical amal- 
gamation on the virtuous people of the North, 
They have, too, to see that that portion of their 
followers who overestimate the abilities of the 
negro or underestimate their own, or perhaps have 


.A proper appreciation of, both, are held to party 


vassalage by constant dread of negro emulation, 
They have to see that their weaker brethren are 
educated into the belief that the negro is only fit 


| for a slave and can never be anything else; and 


then to distress them with apprehensions that 
they may yet be compelled to compete with him 
in the industrial and professional pursuits of life, 
where brains, not color, will ascribe to each his 
just measure of success. 

Thesg are only specimens of the multitudinous 
If | were to 
go on with a full catalogue 1 would exhaust your 
patience and my strength. I want, however, to 
call the attention of the committee to one thing 
more. 

The main allegation, the one always relied 
upon to justify their neutrality before the world, 
is that the war is conducted with a view of over- 
throwing slavery as wellas the rebellion. If this 


| allegation were true, what a position fer astates- 
| man to take; what a pesition for any man to take 
|| who expects to leave a name that will be remem- 
| bered when he is gone, and a posterity condemned 
| to bear it! 


It might do for James Buchanan—for 
God in His infinite mercy has provided that no 


| child shall wear meengn life a name of such deep 


dishonor—but for nobody else. But, sir, it is 
not true in the sense in which it is alleged. Itis 
not true that the war is carried on for the purpose 
of abolishing slavery. Those who believe it mis- 
take an incident for the purpose of the war—the 
means employed for the end desired. You might 
as well say when we battered down Pulaski and 
Sumter that that was the object of the war. 

The President’s great proclamation is urged in 
evidence of this allegation. ‘The President saw 
that Great Britain was furnishing arms to the 
rebels. He invited that nation to desist, and ac- 
companied his invitation with some promises and 
some threats. Great Britain desisted. The Presi- 
dent saw that the slave was furnishing the rebels 
with food, clothing, labor, and fortifications; and 
he invited the slave to desist, accompanying that 
invitation with no threats, but witha single prom- 
ise, the promise of freedom. Thatis all there isin 


| the proclamation, 


Mr. WADSWORTH. The gentleman states 
that the object of the proclamation of emancipa- 
tion was to disturb the labor which supplied the 
rebels with food, &c. I know thatthe President 
has given that as the object cf the proclamation; 


| but I ask the gentleman if that can be so, in view 


of the fact which he recollects, that the proclama- 
tion itself advises the slaves to remain quiet and 
continue to labor for wages? 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 1 do not now recollect the 


| language of the proclamation, but I do not under- 


stand that he advised them to work for the rebels, 
The advice given was designed to avoid appre- 
hended insurrections. The purpose of the Presi- 
dent was to diminish the support furnished to the 
rebel cause by the slave. This purpose might 
have been strengthened in the honest heart of the 
President by some kinder sentiment than a cold 
military policy, and if so I will leave it to others 
to see thatheis properly denounced. Itis enough 
for me to know that it was a master-stroke of 
military strategy which no general has to my 
knowledge as yet publicly condemned. As far 
as possible, the slave has since brought us not 
only his labor, but an army of one or two hun- 
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dred thousand men. Who now wants this promise 
recalled? If not recalled, who wants it violated 
in the future? Who wants the colored army dis- 
banded and sent back to their rebel masters and 


a ee 


neutral party dare to answer these questions in the 
afhemative? If you carry the next election wiill 
you violate the President’s promise to the slave? 
Will you say to the negro soldier, ‘* Leave the 
battle-fields of our country and seek again the 
cotten-fields of your rebel master. Your blood 
has stained, though not dishonored the one, the 
unpaid sweat of your brow shall hereafter moisten 
and enrich the other?’’ 


Again, the President saw, or rather the people | 


saw—for our cautious President, | am glad to 
say, does not attempt to do the people’s think- 
ing, and sometimes hardly keeps out of the way 
of the wheels of rapidly advancing popular senti- | 
ment—that every State redeemed from this unre- 
publican system of labor was thus placed beyond 
confederate desire. 


corner-stone was slavery. They wanted no 
free State in their confederacy to preach anti- 
slavery by a prosperous example. They said | 
this at Montgomery when they made their con- 
stitution, and have always said it since. We 
knew it was true if they had not said itatall. If 
the border States become free they do not want | 
them in the confederacy, while without them their 

territory becomes so insignificant that they do not | 
want a confederacy. 

The Administration, therefore, encouraged 
emancipation in the loyal slave States as the best 
mode of bringing the war to a successful issue. 
Under that encouragement slavery has been abol- 
ished in the District of Columbia and three or 
four States. 
nounced this progress step by step. If intrusted 
with the power at the next election they are 
pledged to undoall that has been so wisely done. 
They will reéstablish slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and, so faras their influence will go, in | 
all the border States. They must, to be consist- | 
ent, reénact the slave code and rebuild the slave 
prison, and having got all things in readiness, | 
they mustcall upon their party friends,and, armed 


with lassoes and handcuffs, start outupon a grand || 


hunt for the emancipated and scattered bondmen. 

On the other hand, the Union party have re- 
solved that, with the blessing of God, this coun- 
try shall not only remain an undivided country, | 
but, now that the necessities of the war and the | 
humanity of the age require it, it shall become a | 
free country. ‘The shadow of your flag shall 
never grow less, nor shall it darken the life of the 
humblest man beneath it. ‘The Union shall be | 
restored, and the United States, the simple name 
that Washington gave us, shall be the name and 
indicate the character of this country for all time 
to come. And it shall be a name that the poor 
will love and the proud fear all over the world. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the bill was last 
under consideration the gentleman from Lllinois 
{Mr. J. C. Auten] moved to amend the clause 
**for pay of commission, warrant, and petty offi- 
cers and seamen, including the engineer corps of 
the Navy, $19,423,241,’ by adding thereto the 
following: 





And that the same be paid in gold or its equivalent: Pro- | 
vided, That the relative value of any paper currency tend- | 
ered shall be ascertained by the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
and his certificate shall be conclusive evidence thereof if 
dated thirty days before payment is made. | 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srr- 
vens}] moved to amend the amendment by striking | 
out the words ‘gold or its equivalent,” and in- | 
serting in lieu thereof ** lawful money ofthe United | 
States.’’ The pending question is on the amend- | 
ment to the amendment. 

The amendment to the amendment wag dis- | 
agreed to. 

Mr. ANCONA demanded tellers on the amend- | 
ment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ancona and | 
Ortu were appointed, | 

‘The amendment was rejected; the tellers having | 
reported—ayes 35, noes 68. | 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

For the construction and repair of vessels of the Navy, | 
$22,800,000, | 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, b | 
move to increase that to $26,300,000. It will be | 


Such a State was considered || 
by the rebel builders unfit for an edifice whose | 


The neutrals have opposed and de- || 
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found on comparing the estimates of appropria- 
tions with the sums mentioned in this bill that they 


-are widely different. Thediscrepancy between the 
| two is so great that if the amount of appropriation 
white men drafted in their stead? Will you of the || 


for the naval service for the year 1564-65 should | 


be limited to the sums mentioned in this billit must 
change the purpose of the Navy Departmentand 


impair the efficiency and extent of our naval force. | 
I cannot suppose it is the desire of any persons | 


to cripple any Department of the Government, 
least of all do I suppose that it is the desire of 


ted States while they are engaged in waging a 
gigantic war. 

And, sir, | understand that the Committee of 
Ways and Means do not intend to cut off from 
consideration in Congress the subject of building 


iron sea-going steamers, for which an appropria- | 


tion was asked by the Navy Department; but that 
they defer the consideration of that subject for the 
present, intending that if Congress shall see fit to 


enter upon the work that an appropriation shall | 


he made by a special bill for that purpose. The 
Committee on Naval Affairs have not yet had that 
subject under consideration, and | simply desire 
to say at this point that we make no controversy 


| upon the subject of an appropriation for iron sea- |) 
going vessels at this time, but only desire to give | 
notice that we may hereafter bring in a bill asking | 


such an appropriation for iron sea-going steamers 
as shall put the Navy of the United States some- 
what ona par, in respect to those vessels, with the 
navies of France and England. 

Sut in addition to the abridgment of this item 
of the appropriation bill, there is an abridgment 


of the appropriation for maintaining the present | 


naval force, and it is to that particular point I | 


desire to call the attention of the committee, for 
itis to that and to that alone the amendment I 


to the estimates of appropriations that the Bureau 
of Construction, from which the item before us 
emanates, asked originally for $13,775,000 for 
repairs, maintenance, wear and tear, labor, and 
materials for five hundred and fifty-six vessels. 
That item, on being closely scrutinized and dimin- 
ished to the utmost that the chief of the Bureau 
of Construction says will answer the purpose, has 
been reduced to $11,500,000. 

The next item is for the completion of sixteen 
fast steam sloops-of-war, $7,200,000. ‘This item 
is for the completion of the hulls of those sixteen 
vessels, for which the machinery has already 
been ordered, and is in process of construction. 
No abridgment, therefore, can be made of that 
item, because the hulls of the vessels will be 
wanted when the machinery is done. 


It will be found on turning |) 


The next item put into the original estimate | 


was for the construction and repairs of vessels, 
materials, and labor for the western waters, for 
which item I think the Committee of Ways and 
Means estimated $3,000,000. The amendment I 
have offered increases the amount $1,000,000 for 


the purpose of furnishing those western waters | 


with an adequate supply of ships. And I desire 


to say the Navy Department has informed me | 
that is the lowest sum with which those rivers | 


can be properly guarded. 

The original estimate for the other item, name- 
ly, for blockade purposes, was $4,000,000, and 
it was reduced by the Committee of Ways and 
Means to $2,000,000. Inthe amendment I have 


proposed is $1,000,000 additional for the purpose || 


of keeping up the supply of blockade vessels. 
This has been ascertained to be necessary after 
the most careful and searching scrutiny of the 
actual wants of the service in that particular. 

It may be said that a very large proportion of 
the vessels engaged in the blockade service are 
Spree vessels—vessels not butt by the Navy 

epartment. It became absolutely necessary 
that the By th oe should have a large number 
of vessels for blockading purposes, and as they 
found it impossible to build them, they were 
obliged to go into the market and purchase the best 
vessels they could find. Of course, vessels not 
built for the naval service, but for the merchant 
service, will depreciate more rapidly than vessels 
built under the auspices of the Navy Department 
and for the naval service. 

If we take the experience of the past as a 
guide for the year to come, an appropriation of 
26,300,000 will be the lowest amount which the 

epartment believes it can get along with. And 
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the opinion is that if that amount is appropriated 
there will still be as much probability that the 
will have to come in at the end of the year for a 
deficiency as that there will be any excess, 

| hope, therefore, that inasmuch as the appro. 
priation asks for nothing except for the actual 
wants of the service, there will be no Opposition 
to the amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Chairman, when the 


Committee of Waysand Means came to consider 


_ the naval appropriation bill it found a very large 
anybody to cripple the Army or Navy of the Uni- || i 


demand made in the estimates of that Department 
amounting to $142,000,000. The committee wes 
very anxious to reduce the estimates where that 
could be done without injury to the public ger. 
vice, and had before it all the chiefs of bureaus 


_ connected with the Navy Department. After care. 


ful questioning of them, although of course each 
one sustained his original view, the committee 
was of opinion that for the coming year a consid. 
erable reduction might be made from the amounts 
estimated for; and in the course of the examination 
the committee reduced the amount $37,000,000, 
believing that that reduction would not cripple 
the service, but only curtail some items of ex. 


| pense and postpone them to anothertime. Among 
| these was the item for the repair and mainten. 


| will exceed that amount. 





| $13,775,000. 


| that might be necessary. 


ance of five hundred and fifty-six vessels-of-war, 
It was found that this item was en- 
tirely conjectural. There were no data from which 
the Department could even approximate the sum 
It was thought by the 
Committee of Ways and Means that that sum 


| might well be reduced $3,000,000 without injury 


to the public service, knowing that no matter how 
much is appropriated it has always turned out 
that there is a deficiency. I have never been in 
Congress when there was not an appropriation 
asked for deficiencies over the appropriations of 
the preceding year; and it may be possible that 
though the committee has attempted to restrict the 
outlay for the repair of vessels to $10,000,000, it 
For all new consiruec- 
tions there are separate provisions made. The 
Committee of Ways and Means was of opinion, 
from the examination, that it was just about as 
competent to guess the amount that would be 


| needed as were those who estimated for it, for they 
| admitted that they did not know. 


The nextitem ts for sixteen screw steam sloops- 
of-war, $7,600,000. These are nearly finished, 
and it is hoped that in the opening of the season 
they will be put into service. We did not cut 
down the appropriation asked for completing 
these vessels, but left that precisely as it stood. 
That will be adding to the five hundred and fifty- 
six vessels already in the service sixteen screw 
steam sloops-of-war. 

Then there was an estimate for the purchase, 
construction, and repair of vessels for the west- 
ern waters, which a member of the committee 
from that part of the country, who seemed as well 
souctiannd soteh the subject as those who under- 
took to instruct us, was of opinion might be re- 
duced to $3,000,000. He thought that that was 
sufficient to purchase and keep in repair all the 
vessels necessary for the western waters. Under 
that view, and in that belief, the Committee of 


| Ways and Means, with the desire to keep down 


the appropriations to the lowest possible amount, 
agreed to report an appropriation of $3,000,000 
for that purpose, in addition to the vessels that 
they have there now. 

he next was for the purchase and charter 
of vessels for naval and blockading purposes, 
$4,000,000. The committee was clearly of opin- 
ion that with the five hundred and fifty-six ves- 
sels now in service and the sixteen new ones just 
at hand there would be no necessity for the pur- 
chase of old vessels, which has been such a great 
mistake generally, if it was not justified by abso- 
lute necessity. The committee was unwilling to 
report an appropriation of $4,000,000 for the pur- 
pose of purchasing up old vessels from A, B, C; 
and D. 

I have no doubt they would be all honestly pur- 
chased, [laughter,] but they might be purchased 
by those who did not know how nearly rotten 
they were, and who might be so easily deceived 
by cousins and friends. Therefore I hope the 
bill will be allowed to stand as it is. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I move to amend 
by striking out the word ‘ dollars’’ in the twelfth 
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line. 1 desire to say in reply to the chairman of 
t] Committee of Ways and Means that I think 
ie le 2 
there was @ misunderstanding between some 
a mbers of the Committee of Ways and Means 
and the 
mate emanated. I regre 
gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Biow,] who is 


on the 


vart of the estimate with the chief of the bureau; 
ea if | am not mistaken has come to the same 
conclusion with regard to the necessity for this 
appropriation. 


Mr. STEVENS. 


I mean to say that the gen- 


tleman from Missouri was in the Committee of 


Ways and Means when this item was considered, 
and that the vote on it was unanimous, _ 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. The investi- 
vation to which I referred has taken place since 
that time. He has since made the investigation, 
anu. as | understand, concurs in the propriety of 
this amendment. 

| entirely concur with the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and with every other 
gentleman in this House who desires to limit the 


to the necessities of the country. 
disagree with tim and with every other gentle- 
man in the House who supposes that the mere 
saving of money is true economy in times like 
these. 

{ do not want on my hands any part of the re- 
sponsibility of withholding from any Department 
of the Government the necessary amount of means 
to carry on successfully this war and bring it to 
a triumphant close. I believe it is impossible for 
the Navy Department to carry on and perform 
the work committed to it, and for which it is held 
responsible, unless Congress gives to it the means 
which it believes to be necessary for that object. 
And [ am quite surprised that there should be 
any disposition manifested here to restrict the 


Department in so important a branch of the pub- | 


lic service in times like these. 

Gentlemen may suppose that this war is nearly 
ended. Well, sir, 1 do not know whether it is 
or not. But because we do not know whether it 
is or not, it seems to me it would be the height of 
imprudence to withhold the necessary means for 
soimportanta branch of the public service as this, 
at least during the year to come. I believe this 
amountis absolutely necessary to accomplish that 
object. These ships-of-war are decaying, they 
are wearing out, and unless appropriations are 
made to supply deficiencies for their wearing out 
the Navy will be left before the close of the next 
year in very much the same condition in which 
it was at the time the war commenced. 

I hope this appropriation will be made, and I 
believe that if the subject should be more fully 
investigated the necessity for it will become still 
more apparent. I withdraw my amendment to 
the amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. I object to the withdrawal of 
that amendment, because it is to strike out the 
word ‘*dollars,’’ and that is the principal part of 
the original amendment. I therefore think the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts had better hold on to 
hisamendmenttotheamendment. [Laughter.] 

[ want merely tosay that I do notsuppose there 


is any committee here that wishes to limit the | 


means which should be given to the Army or the 
Navy. But, as I said before, after a most careful 
scrutiny, the Committee of Ways and Means re- 
per $22,000,000 instead of $32,000,000, as asked 

y the Navy Department. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. They do not, 
as | understand, ask for that amount now. 

The amendment to the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 

‘he question being on the amendment offered 
by Mr. Rice, 

Mr. GRINNELL called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Rice, of 
Massachusetts,and STeee, of New Jersey, were 
eppesntad. 

he committee divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 74, noes 36. 
o the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I will call the 
attention of the chairman of the Committee of 

ays and Means to the appropriation on the 
ifth page, under the head of ‘steam engineer- 


ing,’’ for the purpose of asking him whether it | 


chief of the bureau from whom this esti- | 
I regret very much that the | 


Committee of Ways and Means, is not | 
now in his seat, as 1 think he has been over this | 


THE CONGRE 








ST 


ST 





| 


° . : || ithas been practiced. 
amount of money appropriated by this Congress || 


But I entirely | 





i 


should not be included at this point of the bill in | 


ment. It is this: 


For the purchase of nautical and astronomical instru 


ments, books, maps, and charts; and for the repairs of | 


instruments, and binding and backing books and charts, 
$101,042, 


Mr.STEVENS. Ithinkso; and I will move, 
therefore, to transfer the clause referred to by the 
gentleman to this portion of the bill at the end of 
line forty-two, page 3. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BROOKS. Before the committee passes 
from the paragraph under the head of ** yards and 
docks,’’ I wish to call the attention of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, as 


~ 


well as that of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 


to the annual report from the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, in which I find this paragraph: 

**T would respectfully draw your attention to the subject 
of purchases by Navy agents in open market of supplies for 
the Navy. Itso happens that particular firms or parties, 
whether dealing in the articles required or not, often tur 
nish these supplies, without, perhaps, offering them for 
general competition among dealers in the merchandise re 
quired. This I have in vain endeavored to correct when 
I would therefore suggest that Navy 
agents should be compelled to establish their offices in the 


navy-yards where requisitions are made, where supplies | 


are received and inspected, and where they should be paid 
for, and to act more under the immediate direction of com 
manders of stations than they are now subjected to, or else 


| that the agencies be abolished and a commissioned pay- 


master be directed to perform the duties of Navy agent, 
upon his duty pay. 
would meet with determined opposition, but my long ex 
perience nas nevertheless prompted me to run the hazard 
of suggesting it for your consideration.” 


Now, sir, to comply with the request of the 
chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, [ offer 
the following amendment to come in at the end 
of the appropriations under the head of **Yards 
and Docks:’’ 

Provided, That Navy agencies be abolished, and that 


commissioned paymasters be directed to perform the du- 
ties of Navy agents upon their duty pay. 


Mr. STEVENS. 


I rise toa question of order. 


I think it is not in order upon a bill of this kind | 


to insert an amendment making a new law. 

Mr. BROOKS. Upon the point of order I 
wish to draw the attention of the committee to 
the fact that there is no statute law creating Navy 
agencies at all; you cannot find it. It is an as- 
sumption of the Executive Department without 
authority of law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that 
if there is no law creating these agencies, this 
will create a law in respect to them. The Chair 
rules the amendment out of order. 

Mr. BROOKS. This only provides the mode 
and manner of expending the appropriation, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
question of order raised by the geutleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens. ] 

Mr. BROOKS. I make the amendment in an- 
other form. 

Mr. STEVENS. I must object. If the gen- 
tleman will introduce a new bill containing those 
provisions, perhaps I shall vote for it. 


here to embarrass this bill. 

Mr. BROOKS. I withdraw my amendment. 
I do not wish to appeal from the decision of the 
Chair. I wish merely to state that these naval 
supplies cost the Government millions of dollars 
unnecessarily by reason of the means made use 
of to secure them. ‘They are the worst means 


which human ingenuity could devise -to supply | 


the Navy. These Navy agents have commissions, 


assumed without law, which they take and hold | 


despite the Executive Department of the Govern- 
ment. Those commissions in some cases amount 
to $100,000 and $200,000 for asingle Navy agent. 
Mr. PIKE. Let me say a word. 
Mr. BROOKS. Notnow. One of the Navy 
agents in New York some years ago withheld 


The Navy agent under the last Administration, 
Mr. Sanders, withheld an indefinite sum—an 


Iam fully aware that such a reform | 


Let the | 
question come up by itself, and not be brought in || 
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\ || proper period for discussion, and not now when 
the general appropriations for the Navy Depart- || 


we have an entirely different bill before us. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


Here the committee informally rose, and a mes- 
sage was received from the Senate, by Mr. For- 
NEY, its Secretary, notifying the House that that > 
body had passed bills of the following titles, in 
which he was directed to ask the concurrence of 
the House: 

An act (No. 96) to enable the people of Nevada 
to form a constitution and State government, and 
for the admission of such State into the Union on 
an equal footing with the original States; and 

An act (No. 97) to enable the people of Colo- 
rado 9 form a constitution and State government, 


| and for the admission of such State into the Union 


on an equal footing with the original States, 
NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL——AGAIN. 


The committee resumed its session, (Mr. 
Dawes in the chair.) 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


Marine Corps. 
For pay of officers, non-commissioned officers, must- 
cians, privates, clerks, messengers, steward and nurse, and 
servants; for rations and clothing for officers’ servants ; ad- 


| ditional rations to officers for five years’ service; for un- 


| drawn clothing, and additional pay to musicians of the band, 
| $791,785 80. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move to add the following 
proviso: 


Provided, That no part of this appropriation shall be ap- 
plied to the payment of the bands of musicians known as 
‘*marine bands’? stationed at any navy-yard of the United 
States. 

I simply desire tosay in support of that propo- 
sition that this isan addition to the expenses of 
the Navy thatcan be dispensed with. Itis purely 
a fancy arrangement, and I think that these bands 
should be abolished. 

Mr. PIKE. We have taken away the svilor’s 
grog, and | hope that we will not take away his 
music, 

The amendment was rejected. 


The Clerk read, as follows: 
For building marine barracks, officers’ quarters, and 


| gateway at navy-yard, Mare island, California, $150,781 30. 


Mr. KASSON. My impression is that the 


| Committee of Ways and Means determined to 


| strike out one or two appropriations for Mare 
| island navy-yard. 
| chairman to it, to know whether [ am right. 


I call the attention of the 


Mr. STEVENS. ‘The committee reduced it. 
The sum asked was over two hundred thousand 
dollars. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Boston: 

For additiohal amount for joiners’ shop, additional 
amount for coal-house, extension of shear wharf, railroad 
tracks, and repairs of all kinds; and forextension of water 
front, by purchase of two lots adjoining navy-yard, ata 
price not exceeding $135,000— 319,500, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
strike out these words: 

And for extension of water front by purchase of two lots 
adjoining navy-yard at a price not exceeding $145,000, 

Mr. Chairman, I have looked with a great deal 


Il move to 


| of care into the report of the Secretary of the 





ee $200,000, one $30,000, and one $40,000. 


amount not made known to the country, and never | 


likely to be. 
call the attention of the House to this subject. I 
have discharged my duty, and I have no more to 


“a 
r. PIKE. A bill has been prepared to cor- 


rect the present mode of purchasing naval sup- | 
When 


plies, and in good time it will be offered. 


It is to correct these things that I | 


that bill comes before this House will be the | 


Navy and all the sources of information within 
my reach to know what this was. I desire to 
know from the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means upon what it is founded ? 

Mr. STEVENS. The navy-yard at Boston, 


| as represented by Admiral Smith, who came be- 


| sell for. 


fore the committee with plans and surveys, needs 
an extension of water front. He insisted that to 
make this yard efficient, in consideration of the 
increased business there, it was abgolutel y neces- 
sary to have this water front. He had communi- 
cated with the owners to know what they would 
Many of our vessels are sent to Boston 
for repairs, and many of them occupy this very 
front now. It was simply upon his statement, 
made not only now but formerly, that this appro- 


| priation was inserted. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania whether two years ago 
an appropriation of $122,000 was not made for 
the enlargement of this navy-yard at Boston, and 
whether that money was expended for that pur- 

ose f 

Mr. STEVENS. In answer I will say that 
there was another piece of land purchased at that 
time. I have here acommunication from the De- 
partment, which, if gentlemen desire, | will read. 
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Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I find in the 
estimates which have been sent in by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy im regard to appropriations 
which the Department desired for this navy-yard | 
there is no estimate whatever for the purchase of 
lots. 

Now, sir, I do not know the fact, but I will say | 
I believe it is of no use for any man here to un- | 
dertake to strike down any appropriation, I saw | 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means himself endeavoring to resist a motion of | 
the genteman from Massachusetts, which added 
in one fell swoop three or four millions to this 
bill, and which was adopted in spite of the remon- 
strance of my distinguished friend. And I have | 
no doubt the committee will agree with me, as 
well in this as in any other proposition, to save 
money to the public Treasury. 

Now this proposition came here without a rec- 


ommendation from the Secretary of the Navy, but || 


upon a statement made to the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means by some man in 
the Department that they wanted these lots; and 
thereupon the committee put in an appropriation 
of $135,000 for that purpose. They say the price 
shall not exceed $135,000; but we alt know that 
means justthatsum. And without knowing any- 
thing about the value of these lots, and without 
knowing that the whole thing may not be an at- 
tempt of lot speculators to sell these lots, we are 
asked to vote for this appropriation. 

I wish to make another suggestion to the commit- 
tee, which I think is important. The chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means and every 


gentleman familiar with the rules understand dis- | 


tinctly that no appropriation of this kind isin order 
asanamendmenttoan appropriation bill, Rule 120 
distinctly provides that no appropriation shall be 
reported in such general appropriation bill, or bein 
order as an amendment thereto, for any expendi- 
ture not previously authorized by law. Now I un- 
dertake to say that this is just what the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means protested 
against in reference to the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from New York. But as this has 
been put into the bill by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and as the bill itself has been referred 
to this Committee of the Whole, we cannot raise 
the question of order upon it. But had the bill 
been read at the Clerk’s desk—and I hope in future 
every bill which comes in will be read there—we 
might have raised the question of order, and the 
Speaker, under the rule I have cited, would have 
been obliged to rule this appropriation out. This 
is a provision of law in an appropriation bill. It 
is a new law by which Congress directs that this 
land shall be purchased for $135,000, and that, 
too, without the Secretary of the Navy coming 
in here, through his report, and making estimates 
for that amount. 

I object, therefore, to this item, in the first place 
because we have no sufficient information in re- 
gard to these lots toenable us to vote understand- 
ingly, and in the second place because it is a pro- 
vision which, under our rules, has no business 
to be in the bill. Itmay be possible that it would | 
be a convenience to the Navy Department to have 
these lots, yet I take the ground in regard to this 
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expenditure, and every other expenditure, that I 
will not vote for any appropriation of this char- | 
acter unless | am convinced that the exigencies 
of the public service imperatively demand the 
appropriation, | 
Mr. PIKE, I desire to say one word in regard | 
to this matter. The Charlestown navy-yard is very | 
much restricted for want of dock room. 
proposition here is to buy a piece of land running 
to a point in the rear, and embracing a water | 
front of about two hundred and seventy-five feet. | 
There was last year or the year before, as the gen- | 
tleman from Indiana has suggested, an appropri- | 
ation of $122,000, and with that money a strip of | 
land was bought fora similar purpose. The large 
number of vessels which are being repaired at that 
yard, besides those being built there, necessitates 
more dock room. And one of two things we are 
compelled to do: we must give them a wet dock 
or more water front. It is cheaper, of course, to | 


The | 





give them more water front. | 

As has been suggested by the gentleman from 
I}linois, no recommendation was made in this case 
in the apnual report. Very likely the reason was 
that, although negotiations had been going on for | 
some time between Admiral Smith and the own- 








sell. 


fered it for the sum covered in the appropriation. 

As to the matter of economy I will say to the 
gentleman from Illinois that it is much more eco- 
nomical for Congress to appropriate $135,000 for 
Charlestown, and $300,000, as is suggested by 
Admiral Smith in his report, for the Philadelphia 
yard, than to have to build another navy-yard at 
a cost of several millions. We all know that our 
Navy has run up from seventy-five vessels to five 
vendeed and fifty-six vessels; and that a very 
large sum is now demanded for another class of 
vessels, an increase which, at the proper time, I 
shalloppose. An increase of vessels is demanded 
not only of another class, but also of a similar 
character to those already built; and it is neces- 
sary to have more room at the navy-yards, I 
shall therefore vote for this appropriation, as I 
shall for a similar appropriation for the Philadel- 
phia navy-yard; and | shall do so on the ground 
of economy, 80 as to save the necessity of increas- 
ing the number of navy-yards. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to amend theamend- 
ment by striking out the last word, ‘* dollars.” 
It is true, as has just been suggested, that at the 


| time the annual reports were made the Depart- 


ment was not prepared to make this recommend- 
ation, for it did not know whether the land could 
be got. The Committee of Ways and Means, 
however, did not put this item in the bill because 
‘* some fellow about the Navy Department’’ came 
and asked them to do so, but because it was rec- 
ommended by the Department. The appropria- 
tion was sustained at great length and with much 
ability, before us, by a gentleman of the name of 
Admiral Smith, as honest a man as can be found 


| anywhere or in any Department of the Govern- 


ment. I ask that these papers be read, in order 
to show how it was. ; 
The Clerk read the following letters: 


Navy DepaRTMENT, January 7, 1864. 
Sir: [ have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a 
communication of this date, accompanied by a sketch ad- 
dressed to me by the chief of the Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, recommending the purchase of certain premises for 
the purpose of securing more water front for the Boston 
navy-yard, for which there isgreat necessity. ‘The condi- 
tions upon which the desirable privilege can be procured 
are considered favorable, and I respectfully recommend 
the subject to the earnest consideration of the Naval Com- 
mittee, and to the early action of Congress should they deem 
the purchase advisable. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Hon. A. H. Rice, Chairman Committee on Naval Affairs, 
House of Representatives. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Boreav or Yarps anp Docks, 
Wasuinoron, D. C., January 13, 1864. 
Dear Sir: In my letter of the 7th instant to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, reporting the price of a portion of the 
water front near the navy-yard, Boston, I stated that the 
purchase should be authorized within twenty days. I have 
a Jetter this a. m, from the owners of this property stating 
that an extension of time may be considered until May the 
Ist next, as it would, I found, be impracticable to obtain 
an appropriation forsaid purchase within twenty days from 
the 7th instant. I do not believe this water front can be 
purchased at a fair price after the time (May J) expires. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
JO8S. SMITH. 
Hon. A. H. Rics, Chairman Committee on Naval .1ffairs, 
Capitol, Washington. 


Navy DepaRTMENT 
Boreav or Yarns anp Docks, January i, 1864. 

Sir: After negotiating for terms on which a portion of 
the best water front in esten harbor, adjoining the navy- 
yard, may be secured, I find that about two hundred and 
eighty feet on the ehannel as indicated within the red lines 
on the inclosed sketch, containing about eighty thousand 
feet, can be bought for the sum of one hundred and thirty- 
five thousand ($135,000) dollars; provided the purchase be 
made forthwith, or within twenty (20) days. 

I consider this purchase of the greatest importance to the 
Government, as all our navy-yards are so circumscribed in 
area and particularly in water front, that we find it im- 
possible to provide dockage and wharfage for all the vessels 
of the Navy which come to the yards, especially at Boston, 
New York, and Philadelphia. 

Under these circumstances, [ beg leave to suggest that 
you ask an appropriation for the purpose indicated, with- 
out delay. Another opportunity will probably never again 
be offered to procure this desirable privilege. 

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

JOSEPH SMITH, 
Chief of Bureau. 
Hon. Gipron Wettes, Secretary of the Navy. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, obtained the 


floor. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Will the gen- 
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ers of the land, the owners were not willing to 1 tleman from Illinois allow another paper to be 
But I understand that since the annual re- || read—a letter from Commodore Stringham ? 
, port was made the owners of the land have of- 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Lam willin 
to have them all read. Reasons are always = 
thick as blackberries when appropriations are 
wanted here. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


Unrrep States Navy-Yarp, Bostox, 
CoMMANDANT’S OFFice, January 22, 1864, 


Sm: [ have received your letter of the 20th instant jn 
relation to the property of Messrs. Oakman and Eldridge 
and in reply have to refer you to my communication of the 
2st instant on that subject. 

I consider the purchase of this property by the Govern. 
ment as of the utmost importance to this yard, as it con- 
tains two hundred and seventy-six feet water front of doe 
water, which would add greatly to our facilities for work 
on the repairs of vessels. I deem it so important that { 
would recommend its purchase at almost any price, 

I am, respectiully, your obedient servant, 

8. H. STRINGHAM, Commandent. 


Rear Admiral Josern Smitu, Chief of Bureauof Yards and 
Docks, Washington, D. C. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I am not at 
all surprised at the case made out before the com- 
mittee for the purchase of these lots, for I have 
never known any appropriation to be asked for 
that there were notreasons given for it. But the 
reasons given here are not such as satisfy me 
that it is our duty to vote this appropriation, 
What is there to convince this committee as to 
the value of this little strip of land, for which we 
propose to pay $135,000; this little strip of land in 
Charlestown, Massachusetts? I do not believe that 
half the city would sell at public auction for that 
amount, if you take out Bunker Hill monument, 
which stands on precious soil. But yet, on this 
showing here we are asked to vote these lot spec- 
ulators the sum of $135,000. Clever and patri- 
otic and glorious men! In the first instance 
they would only give us twenty days to decide; 
but as the bill lingered along here they gravely 
send ina communication that if we will take it 
they will extend the time up to the Ist of May. 
Sir, I have no doubt they would extend the time 
almost indefinitely, as they well may, if they can 
get this sum for that little patch of property. I 
do not believe there is any necessity for the Gov- 
ernment having this property at thistime. I be- 
lieve that we have room enough there for all the 
legitimate purpose of the navy-yard. I shall go 
against the establishment of any more of these 
navy-yards. 

But [ am rather surprised to see my friends 
who generally hold so tight a hand upon our ap- 
propriations coming in here and advocating this 
expenditure. 

Sir, I say heré, as I said before, that if this 
appropriation were necessary, it is in the wrong 
. It is in this bill in violation of our rules. 

t should have come here as a separate measure, 
and should not have been made dependent upon 
any other thing. It was the duty of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, if those lots were neces- 
sary for the use of the Government, to have ob- 
tained the information upon which the House 
could intelligently act; they should have brought 
it in here in a separate bill accompanied by a re- 
port, so that the House could know upon what 
they were called to act. 

Mr. PIKE. If my friend will allow me, I will 
suggest in regard to thé value of this land that 
Massachusetts is somewhat more restricted in 
her limits than Illinoi&, and consequently for the 
same quantity of land a larger price is to be ex- 
pected. I think if the gentleman will look into 
the matter he will find that this offer is after all 
favorable to the Government, especially after our 
experience in purchasing the adjoining lots, which, 
after a dicker of four or five years by the Navy 
Department, ran up in price from $80,000 to 
$120,000. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. One word 
more. I wish it to be borne in mind that the gen- 
tleman from lowa, understanding how the Gov- 
ernment has been imposed upon in all these pur- 
chases, has introduced a bill which has passed 
this House, and which will pass the Senate, I 
have no doubt, pinnae for the condemnation 
of such property as may be necessary for the use 
of the Government, and paying a fair price for it 
instead of paying these enormous amounts to 

arties who have the Government in their power. 
Ir, therefore, this ee shall be stricken 
out, and these lots shall be found necessary for 


the Government, they can becondemned and only 
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. 1! 
a fair price paid for them under the bill of the gen- 


E from lowa. 
a PIKE. if my friend from Illinois will | 
allow me for a moment, I will suggest, further, 
that those lots have on them valuable wharves, 
and for that reason among others this pers of 
$135,000 is considered by those who pnderstand 
the value of the property to be a fair price, 

Mr. STEVENS withdrew his amendment. | 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I move to strike 
out the last two words, merely for the purpose of | 
making a single remark in addition, 

Mr. Chairman, there was an appropriation made | 
some two years ago, as the gentleman from Illi- 
nois suggests, for the enlargement of the Charles- 
town navy-yard. But the enlargement which at | 
that time took place was then or immediately 
afterwards considered insufficient, The premises 
then acquired have been in constant use since, 
and the Navy has increased, until a further en- 
largement has become absolutely necessary. 

Gentlemen must bear in mind that the Norfolk 
navy-yard and the navy-yard at Pensacola have | 
been and are now ina disabled condition, so that 
if the enlargements proposed at this and at the 
Philadelphia navy-yard should be made, the ca- 
pacity of all the navy-yards in the country will 
still be much less in proportion to the size of the 
Navy now than before the rebellion commenced 
as compared with the size of the Navy then. 

Now, sir, my friend from Illinois says it was 
the duty of the Committee on Naval Affairs to 
have informed themselves in respect to the neces- 
sity there is for this purchase. I will state to my 
friend that the Committee on Naval Affairs have 
not been derelict in their duty in that respect. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. My friend 
will permit me to say that my statement was also | 
that the Committee on Naval Affairs should, if | 
satisfied of the necessity of this enlargement, have 
brought in a separate bill for that purpose, ac- 
companied by a report, so that the House could 
have had before them the proper information on 
which they could act. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. 


I will state in | 


answer to my friend from Illinois, that he is one || 


of the oldest members of the House, and of course 
knows that the proper mode of doing business 
bere is learned only by experience. The other 
purchase for the enlargement of this navy-yard, 
which has been commented on by him, was made 
precisely in the same mode in which it is pro- 
posed to make this purchase; therefore, no one 
objecting tothe mode by which the other purchase 
was made, it was fair for the Committee on Naval 
Affairs to presume that that was the proper and 
legitimate mode. 

Now, sir, as to the necessity there is for the | 
purchase of this land, I will say that there is no | 
deep water adjacent to the navy-yard at Charles- 
town which can be made available for the purposes 
of that yard, except that which it is proposed to 
include in this purchase. AsI understand it, the 
owners of this land originally owned but a small 
ba of that which it is proposed to purchase. 

hey purchased the balance some two years ago, 
and they propose now to dispose of it to the Gov- 
erument at precisely the price which they paid for | 
it, All the parties conversant with the value of land 
in that vicinity that we have seen consider the 
price of this property very low; and I submit that 
there is nota particle of evidence before the House 
to show that this is not a fair price for the land, | 


and that it would not be an economical purchase | 
for the Government. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illirfois. Whatis the 
value of the land? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. It is recom- 
mended by the commandant of the yard, Admiral 
Stringham; by the Chief of the Bureau of Yards | 
and Docks, Admiral Smith; and by the Secretary 
of the Navy himself. I believe the price of the 
land is aboutonedollarand sixty-eightcentsa foot; | 
and, notwithstanding the gentleman from Illinois | 
States that the patriotic city of Charlestown is not 
worth more than that, let me tell him that he could 
hot get any land outside of what it is proposed to 

uy for anything like that sum. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I say that | 
there is no evidence before the committee of the 





value of the land. | 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, by unanimous | 


Consent, withdrew his amendment. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move to insert “ $184,000.” | 


| ment. 


estimates. The reason was that the negotiatiogss || 
had not been brought to a point where the esti- | 
|| mates could be laid before Congress. 


| had, according to order, had the Union generally | 
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Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I accept | 


that, because it makes the bill conform to the es- | 


timates. 
Mr. HOOPER. 


I wish to say that I am perfectly familiar with 
this property. I know thatthe navy-yard for ten 
years has been wishing to obtain possession of it, 
and has never been able todo so till this time. It 
is offered at a fair and reasonable price. 


I hope there- 
fore the amendment will not be adopted, 

I believe the amount of the bill is what the Sec- 
retary estimated the property can be bought for 
down to the Ist of May. 
Illinois complains that this was notin the original 


until the session commenced that the parties were 
willing to make an offer. This is the amount of 
the supplemental estimates, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded 
tellers on his amendment. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Messrs. W asuBuRne, 
of Illinois, and Eneuisu, were appointed. 

The amendment was rejected; the tellers hav- 
ing reported—ayes 45, nays 60. 

r. HOLMAN moved that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Dawes reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


under consideration, and particularly the bill of 
the House (No. 151) making appropriations for 
the naval service for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1865, and had come to no resolution thereon, 


ENROLLED BILL. 
Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 


Bills, reported that they had examined and found 
correctly enrolled an act to appoint a warden of 
the jatl in the District of Columbia; when the 
Speaker signed the same. 


HEIRS OF COMMODORE MORRIS. 


Mr.WHALEY, by unanimous consent, moved | 


that the Committee of the Whole House be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
for the relief of the sisters of the late Commodore 
Morris, and that it be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. HOLMAN, (at five 
o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspay, February 25, 1864. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpeRLanp. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. SUMNER. I offer the petition of Wil- 


liam Rogers Hopkins, formerly assistant profes- 
sor in the United States Naval Academy, in which 


he sets forth certain services which he rendered | 


there for which he has received no compensation; 
and he also alludes to his summary dismissal from 
the Academy on groundless charges, on account 
of which he also expects certain compensation. 
I ask its reference to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

It was so referred. 


Mr. SUMNER. I also offer the petition of 


citizens of Rome, Oneida county, New York, in | 
which they ask Congress to immediately abolish | 


slavery throughout the United States, and also to 
adopt measures for so amending the Constitution 
as forever to prohibit its existence in any portion 
of our common country. As this petition con- 


cerns the powers of Congress and legislation, | | 
ask its reference to the select committee on sla- | 


very and freedmen. 
It was so referred. 


Mr. SUMNER also presented a petition from || 


citizens of African descent, asking Congress to 
pass an act of universal emancipation, and to 
grant the elective franchise to colored people; 
which was referred to the select committee on 
slavery and freedmen. 


Mr. POMEROY presented a petition of citizens 


I rise to oppose the amend- | 


If we | 
do not buy it now I do not think we can getit for | 
| anything like that price hereafter. 


The gentleman from || was referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
> 


It was not | 


Oe es 813 


| daily mail route from Lawrence, through the 


towns of Black Jack and Stanton, to Ossawatomie, 
to connect with the present route No. 14153; and 
the suspension of route 14223 from Ottawa Creek 
to Ossawatomie; of route 14172 from Leaven- 
worth to Pratt’s Mission, Monticello, Olathe, 
Spring Hill, Paola, Paris, Moneka, Mound City, 
Mapleton, Dogtown, and Marmaton; and of route 
14222, from Harrisonville to Wilmington, Kan- 
sas; which was referred to the Commitice on Post 
Otlices and Post Roads. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented a memorial of the 


Legislature of Minnesota, in favor of the estab- 
|| lishment of a mail route from Chippewa Agency, 


Minnesota, to Superior city, Wisconsin; which 


Post Roads, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. SHERMAN presented five petitions of 
citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying for the sale 
of the mineral lands of the Rocky mountain coun- 
try, and that liberal aid may be given to aid in 
the construction of the Northern and Central Pa- 
cific railroads; which were referred to the Com- 

| mittee on Publie Lands. 


| Gustave Fineke and others, of Brooklyn, New 
York, praying for the passage of an act declara- 
tory of certain terms used in the Constitution of 
the United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
He also presented a memorial of George Tick- 
nor Curtis and others, members of the bar of New 
| York, against the passage of any act dividing the 
_oee district of the southern district of New 
fork; which wag referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 
| Mr. SPRAGUE presented resolutions of the 
| Legislature of the State of Rhode Island, in favor 
|| of giving to colored troops already enlisted or who 
may hereafter be enlisted into the service of the 
United States the same pay in all respects as is 
given to other enlisted soldiers, and earnestly urg- 
ing the immediate passage of such an act; which 
| were ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
| Mr. LANE, of Kansas, presented resolutions 
of the Legislature of Kansas, in favor of a grant 
of lands to that State in lieu of the sixteenth and 
thirty-sixth sections of the public lands sold for 
|| the benefit of certain Indian tribes; which were 
| referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
| ordered to be printed. 
|  Healso presented resolutions of the Legislature 
| of Kansas, in favor of the negotiation of treaties 
| and the enactment of laws which will enable the 
| Government of the United States to speedily re- 
| move all Indians residing in a tribal capacity with- 
in the limits of that State to some point beyond 
the boundaries of the same; which were referred 
| to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered 
|| to be printed. 
‘|| Mr. POMEROY presented resolutions of the 
| Legislature of Kansas, in favor of the negotiation 
| of treaties and the enactment of iaws which will 
enable the Government of the United States to 


1} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Mr. MORGAN presented the petition of F. 
| 
| 
| 





|| speedily remove all Indians residing in a tribal 


| capacity within the limits of that State to some 
point beyond its boundaries; which were referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. SAULSBURY, it waa 


Ordered, hut the report of the Secretary of War of the 
16th of January, 1860, communicating the report and esti 
| mate of Captain Newton in relation to the construction ot 
a wharf at Lewes, Delaware, be taken from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion of Mr. MORGAN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and other papers of Edward 


|| P. Vollum, assistant surgeon in the Army, praying for re- 


| muneration for losses sustained by shipwreck while trav 
| eling under orders, be taken from the files of the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia. 


On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, it was 


Ordered, That James F. Schenck have leave to withdraw 
his petition and other papers from the files of the Senate, 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. POWELL asked,and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8S. No. 
134) to repeal all acts or parts of acts granting al- 
lowances or bounties on the tonnage of vessels 
engaged in the Bunk or other cod fisheries; which 

| was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 


of Kansas, praying for the establishment of a || mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. McDOUGALL asked, and by unanimous | had reported the bill. I hope he will consent to 


consent obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 
135) to amend an act entitled ** An act to aid in 
the construction of a railroad end telegraph line 
from the Missouri river to the Pacific ocean, and 
to secure to the Government the use of the same 
for postal, military, and other purposes,’’ passed 
July 1, 1862; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road. 
INTERNAL REVENUE. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is upon the table 
a message from the House of Representatives ask- 
ing for a second committee of conference on the 
internal revenue bill. I think it would be well 


enough to take up that matter and dispose of it. 
‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will pre- 


sent to tie Senate the message from the House of |; 


Lepresentatives referred to by the Senator. 
The Secretary read the message, which an- 


nounced that the House of Representatives had | 


non-concurred in the report of the committee of 


conference on the disagreeing votes of the two | 


Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 122) to increase 


the internal revenue, and for other purposes; had | 


furtherinsisted on theirdisagreementtotheamend- 
ments of the Senate; had asked for a second con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses; 
and had appointed Mr. E. B.Wasuporne of Iili- 


neis, Mr. J. A. Kasson of lowa, and Mr. J. L. | 


Dawson of Pennsylvania managers at the sec- | 


ond conference on the part of the House of Rep- 
resentatives., 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Ihardly know, Mr. Pres- 


ident, what is the proper motion to make to ac- | 
complish the object which | have in view; but it | 


has occurred to me that a motion that the Senate 
recede from its vote adopting the report of the 
committee of conference, and agree to the further 
conference requested by the House of Represent- 
atives, will be in order. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate may 


further insist, or may simply agree to the confer- | 


ence asked for by the other House, 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


conference, That report was adopted by the Sen- 


ate, went to the House of Representatives, and | 
It occurred to me that it | 


was there disagreed to. 
might be proper for us to recede from that vote. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. | The Senator pro- 
poses to recede from the former vote of the Senate, 
and to agree to the second conference. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. My motion is that the 
Senate recede from the former vote accepting the 
report of the first committee of conference, and 
agree to the second conference asked for by the 
House of Repre sentatives. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Theimpression of 


the Chair is that that should be the form of the | 


motion. The question is, ** Will the Senate recede 
from its former vote agreeing to the report of the 
first committee of conference, and agree to the 


second conference proposed by the House of Rep- | 


resentatives?’’ 

Mr. HALE. ‘ Reconsider,”’ not *recede.”’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Perhaps “ reconsider’’ 
would be the proper term. 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. 
thing. 

Mr, FESSENDEN. I suppose so. 

The motion was agreed to; and by unanimous 
consent the Chair was authorized to appoint the 


It meansthe same 


committee; and Mr. Suerman, Mr. Crark, and |! 


Mr. Henpricks were appointed. 
LAND GRANT TO A MINNESOTA RAILROAD. 
Mr. RAMSEY. 
pone all prior orders and proceed to the consid- 
eration of the bill (S. No. 31) making a grant of 
lands to the Lake Superior and Mississippi Rail- 


road Company in the State of Minnesota to aid | 
in the construction of the railroad of said com- | 


pany from St. Paul to Lake Superior. 

‘The motion was’ agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Iask my honorable friend 


from Minnesota to allow the bill togo over. My 


colleague [Mr. Llowe] is not here, and he and I | 
have not had an opportunity to confer in relation || 


to this bill. There were some remonstrances pre- 
sented to the Senate on the subject, but they did 


not go to the committee until after the committee | 


| 

My query was whether | ; 
it was necessary for the Senate to recede from its | and were not considered, as I understand. 
vote adopting the report of the first conmittee of || : : : 
|| Lhope the Senator will consent to havedt come || 


e »n Se st- |] : , . : s 
I move that the Senate post- || duty with diligence and fidelity, may be transferred to the 


| to proceeding with the bill. 


| 








let it lie over. He cancallit up at an early day. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Had we not better give it one 
reading at this time? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
readings, 
ferred. 

Mr. RAMSEY. 
ment to it. 

Mr. WILSON. On the suggestion of the Senator 
from Wisconsin | move to postpone the further 
consideration of this and all other matters in or- 
der to take up the joint resolution to equalize the 
pay of soldiers in the United States Army. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Before that motion is enter- 
tained I should like to submit an amendment to 


I propose to offer an amend- 


ihe bill. 
Mr. WILSON. Very well. 

Mr. RAMSEY. | offer an amendment to the 
bill, which L desire to have printed. Itis to strike 
outin the thirteenth line of the first section all after 
the word ** Minnesota,’’and to insert what I send 


| to the Chair. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator’s 
amendment will be received, and it will be in order 
after the amendments reported from the Commit- 
tee-on Public Lands shall have been first acted 
upon, ‘Those amendments will be first in order. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. If the bill is to go over 
I should like to have that amendment printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The order to print 
will be made. 


Mr. WILKINSON. I see that the colleague 


| of the Senator from Wisconsin is now in the 


Chamber. 

Mr. RAMSEY. As the Senator’s colleague is 
now present, probably there will be no objection 
I think it will take 
but a few minutes to dispose of it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 willstate to the Senator 
from Minnesota that | have not had an opportu- 


| nity to consult with my colleague about this bill. 
| It concerns railroads within our State. 


There 
have been some remonstrances sent in here on the 
subject which did not reach the committee in time, 


Mr. RAMSEY. 


If the bill is to be postponed 


up atan early day. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I prefer that it should go 
over until we can have a consultation about it, 

Mr. RAMSEY. J shall not object go that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. 

ACTING ASSISTANT PAYMASTERS. 
Mr. HALE. 


from the Committee on Naval Affairs which have 
been neglected hitherto, I hope the Senator from 
Massachusetts will allow them to be takenup. I 
move to take up for consideration Senate bill No. 
108. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Massachusetts waive his motion? 

Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir; I will waive it until 
one o’clock, when | believe the joint resolution I 
heve indicated will come up as the unfinished 
business. 

The motion of Mr. Hare was agreed to; and 


the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 


ceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 108) relating 
to acting assistant paymastersin the Navy, which 
was reported from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, with an amendment to strike out all of the 
original bill after the enacting clause, in the fol- 
lowing words: 

That any acting assistant paymaster now in the volun- 
teer naval service, who shall have performed his official 


| regular naval service as assistant paymaster therein, after 





undergoing an examination by a board of naval examiners 
and found to be qualified for said office: Provided, The age 
of such acting assistant paymaster shall not exceed thirty 
years, 

And to insert in lieu thereof: 

That whenever the President of the United States shall 


nominate any acting assistant paymaster in the volunteer 


naval service, on account of his faithful, diligent, and ef- 
ficient discharge of duty in the volunteer service, to be an 


assistant paymasterin the Navy, it shall be no objection to 


his appointment and confirmation that he is over twenty- 


six yearsot age: Provided, That he be not over thirty years 


ofage: nd provided further, That the number of pay- 
masters and assistant paymasters as authorized by law be 
not increased thereby. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


It has already had two | 
It was read twice before it was re- | 


As the morning houris notcon- || 
| cluded, and there are one or two bills reported 





February 25, 


Mr. DIXON. With the consent of the chain 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs, | will 
|| offer an amendment to this bill. If he objects to 
it I shall not press it; but I think it might ver 
well be added to this bill. Itisto insert as q Dew 
section: 

ind be it further enacted, That the students of the Naval 
Academy designated for examination for admission theretg 
| shall be between the ages of fourteen and eighteen years, 

Mr. GRIMES. I suggest to the Senator from 
Connecticut to amend his amendment so ag to 
strike out the words ‘ designated for examina. 
tion,” and to insert ** when examined.”? The 
| may be designated three or six mouths before 
| they are examined. 
| Mr. DIXON. I agree to that. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
| will be so modified. 
| Mr. HALE. In regard to this amendment of 
the Senator from Connecticut, I have not the 
| slightest objection to it in the world, only that 
| it does not seem exactly congruous to the bill. 
However, | have no objection to it. 
| Mr. DIXON. It seems to me there can be no 
objection to it from any quarter. 

Mr. JOHNSON. here is no objection to it, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and theamendments were concurredin. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read the third time, and passed. ¥ 

Mr. HALE. Thetitle should be amended by 
adding ‘* and for other purposes.”’ 


Mr. JOHNSON. I think we had better alter 





the title so as to show what the amendment is, 
| The last amendment related to midshipmen in the 
Naval Academy, I think. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The title will be 
| amended so as to read, A bill relating to acting as- 
| sistant paymasters inthe Navy,and regulating the 
appointment of cadets in the Naval Academy. 


PAYMASTERS’ CLERKS. . 


Mr. HALE. I now move thatthe Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 104, 
| also reported from the Committee on Naval Af- 
| fairs. 





| The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
104) to regulate the pay of clerks to paymasters 
|, in the Navy was read a second time and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It directs 
that the annual pay of clerks to paymasters in 

] the Navy shall be as follows: Clerks to paymas- 
| ters at each navy-yard, excepting Mare island, 
| $1,200; at Mare island, $1,500. Clerks to in- 
| spectors of provisions and clothing at Boston, 
|| New York, Philadelphia, and Cairo, $1,200; at 
| other inspections, $1,000. Clerks to paymasters 
|| or assistant pay masters of receiving ships at Bos- 
| ton, New York, Philadelphia, and Cairo, $1,200; 
|| of other receiving ships, and in store vessels, 
| $1,000." Clerks to paymasters or assistant pay- 





| masters in vessels having complements of five hun- 
' dred and over, $1,000. In vessels having com- 
| plements of three hundred and over, and less than 
| five hundred, $800; in other vessels, $700; but no 
pay master or assistant paymaster is to be allowed 
| a clerk in vessels having complements of Jess than 
| one hundred persons, excepting in supply steam- 
| ers and storeships. 

| Mr. HALE. This is a bill raising salaries, 
which I generally oppose. I will not say a word 
about it, but will simply ask that the report of the 
_committee on this subject may be read to the 

Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read. 

The Secretary read the following report: 

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred 
the petition of Johu F. Denson, paymaster’s clerk in the 
Navy, praying an increase of the compensation of payinas- 
ters’ clerks in the Navy, have had the same under consid- 
eration, and report: ; 

That, having addressed a communication on the subject 
to the Secretary of the Navy, the following reply has been 

received : 


Navy DeparTMENT, February 2, 1964. 


Sir: Thave the honor toacknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the Ist instant, inclosing a petition in relation we 
the pay of paymasters’ clerks in the Navy, which bas been 
referred to the Naval Committee of the Senate, and re 
questing the views of this Department touching the subject 
of the petition. ae 

In reply thereto, I respectfully submit herewith a rep 4 
of this date, from the chief of the Bureau of Provisions io 
Clothing, to whom [ referred the subject, and who “4 
cognizance more directly of matters pertaining to the —_ 
and pay of clerks in the paymaster’s branch of the — 
In addition to this report, I would refer the committce 
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jast annual report of this Department, as well as that of 

= chief of the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, accom- 

= ; in , it, in which the subject of inercased pay is men- 

nanying #*> 

yned and discussed. 

Returning the petition, 


la 


I am, very respectfully, &e., 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
_ ALEXANDER RaMSEY, — — r 
Bn maniiies on Naval Affairs, United States Senate. 
Navy DeraRTMeENT, 
BuREaU OF PROVISIONS AND CLOTHING, 
February 2, 1864. 


Sin; The communication of Hon. ALexanper Ramsey | 


on behalf of the Naval Committee of the Senate, having 
been referred by you to this bureau for its suggestions upon 
the sul ‘ are 
in the Navy, | have the honor to return the same with the 
following remarks upon the subject of the desired increase 
ol pay: 

Tn paymaster of a navy yard pays the officers on duty at 
the station, and all other officers whose accounts are borne 


ou his books, as well as all the mechanics and laborers of || 


the yard, numbering from fifteen hundred to four thousand 
pe rsous. His clerk should be an intelligent and thorough 
accountant and bookkeeper, and a man of great integrity 
and industry. Bs ; 

The inspectors in charge of provisions and clothing receive, 
inspect, prepare for issue, and distribute all the provisions, 
cjoiing, aud smali-stores used in the Navy, amounting, in 
the aggregate, to over six million dollars annually. ‘These 
stores are inspected, packed, and prepared for sea use under 
his superintendence, and be acts as naval storekeeper for all 
articles in the paymaster’s departinent. 

He supplies all ships fitting, or refitting, at his station, and 


jject of the compensation of clerks to paymasters | 


the additional classes of persons necessary in steam vessels 
—receive but $500 per annum and one ration per day, while 
the pay of paymasters’ clerks in vessels with complements 
of less than two hundred and forty persons is only $400 per 
annum and one ration. F 
These cler ks have tree access to the provisions, clothing, 
and small-stores on board ship. | Upon their capacity, care, 
and honesty depends, in a great degree, the safe-keeping of 
the stores, and their issue without waste; and the prompt 
performance of the paymasters’ various duties is greatly 
influenced by the ability and correctness of their clerks. 
The pay proposed in the accompanying bill is believed to 
be in no instance greater than the existing compensation of 


other clerks of the Navy and Army having as laborious and | 


responsible duties. 

The highest pay therein asked for—with one exception 
at Mare island—is that given to the lowest class of clerks 
in Washington, namely, $1,200. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedi- 
ent servant, 

F. BRIDGE, Chief of Bureau. 
Hon. Grpeon WELLES, Secretary of the Navy. 

The committee believe that paymasters’ clerks are justly 
entitled to the increase of salary provided by the bill ac 
companying the foregoing communication, and therefore 
report the same to the Senate. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| amendment, was ordered to be engrossed for a 
| third reading, and was read the third time. 


makes all shipments of provisions, clothing, and smail- || 


stores, to distant stations, preparing the invoices and other | 


papers incident to the shipments. ‘The returns of the re- 
ceipt aud expenditures of stores are to be made weekly, 
monthly, and quarterly, involving a great deal of labor, and 
requiring industry and accuracy in their preparation. 

the clerks of these inspectors should be good bookkeep- 
ers, aud be familiar with commercial usages; and the re- 
ceiptof large amounts of stores from contractors, and by 
open purchases, makes it important that the clerks should 
be men of honesty and ability. 

The paymaster of a recruiting ship takes up the accounts 
ofall the reeruits shipped at that station, as well as those 
of vessels coming in to repair and refit, whose crews are 
temporarily transterred to the receiving ship for subsistence 
and safe-keeping. ‘These men are provisioned, and receive 
such clothing and small-stores as may be wanted for their 
comfurt, which involves the necessity of daily issues and 
charges to the men constantly coming on board and leav- 
ing, and whose accounts must accompany them. 

The paymaster in such a ship requires a elerk who is 
prompt, Intelligent, and reliable, and a good hookkeeper 
and rapid accountant, since sudden transfers of large bodies 
of meu are frequently made. 

The clerks of paymasters of yards and of inspectors in 
charge of provisions, &c.,now receive by law but $750 per 
annum, and the clerks of paymasters of receiving ships but 
$700, without rations or perquisites of any kind, while the 
first clerks tocommandants at all yards receive $1,200. The 
pay of“ clerk of the yard,”’ and the first clerk to naval store- 
keeper, is $1,200 at all yards except Philadelphia and Ports« 
mouth, where their pay is $900. One exception to this is 
found in the pay to clerks at Mare island, where their pay 
was fixed by law in 1862 at $1,500 alike for clerk to com- 
mandant, for clerk of the yard, for the clerk to naval store- 
keeper, and for clerk to paymaster and inspector. 

It is safe to add that the labor and responsibility of the 
clerk to paymasters and inspectors are as great as any of 
the foregoing. 

There are, in addition to the foregoing, several classes of 
clerks and writers at navy-yards, whose duties are little 
more than those of copyists, who yet receive higher rates 
of compensation than paymasters’ clerks. Thus, clerks to 
naval coustructors at most navy-yards receive $1,000 per 
annum; second clerks to commandants, $960; second 
clerks to naval storekeepers, $900; and writers at yards, at 
least $2 50 per day, or $782 50 per annum. 

There seems to be no justice nor reason in these dis- 
criminations against the paymasters? clerks. 

Much better pay is given to quartermasters’ and paymas- 
ters’ clerks in the Army employed in duties similar to those 
clerks of paymasters and inspectors of provisions and cloth- 
ing in the Navy. 


At the clothing depeat at the Schuylkill arsenal twoclerks | 


are paid $1,800 cach ; two others, $1,400 each ; one, $1,200; 
three, $1,000 each; and three, $900 each; and clerks to 
Paymasters in the Army receive $973 75 per annum, and 
are now petitioning for higher pay. 

_ Inadequate as the compensation of clerks on shore is, it 
Isstill smaller at sea, Their highest pay by law is $500 
per annum, and one ration of thirty cents per day. From 
this small sum they must pay for their clothing, food, aud 
all their expenses. Those who have families ean spare 
them but a wretched pittance; and single men save but 
litte or nothing from their pay, unless they resort to un- 
authorized traffic or to speculations. : 

The interests of Government require that the person who 
hecessarily has constant access to large quantities of pro- 
Visions, clothing, and small-stores, should be paid suffi- 
Clent atleast to save him from the sense ofinjustice which 
Might lead him to embezzle public property, or resort to 
other unlawful means to increase his small salary. 
en py of clerks on sea duty is the only pay in the Navy 
of 1849 ~~ been raised since the enactment of the law 
the 3 ut, on the coutrary, it has been diminished by 

ange in the rates of vessels-of- war. 
manatee of 1842 gives to a paymaster’s clerk in a 
No sacha ns ship $700 per annum, and in a frigate $500. 
heave sae Se ever goes to sea now, but the 
pen m frigates like the Wabash have taken their 
ara nates’ clerics in such ships, though their duties 
arduous and more complicated—having on the books 











Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to have the yeas 
and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Before the vote is taken 


I wish to make but a single remark to the Senate. | 


If the Senate feel at all disposed to entertain this 
proposition and begin to increase salaries, they 
had better ask themselves where it is to end. 

Mr. HALE. 1 feel bound to say that I should 
not of myself have introduced the first proposition 
of this kind; but since the war commenced the 
Senate has done very little else besides raising 
rank and salaries,and it seems hard that these gen- 
tlemen, should receive less than half what is paid 
to the same class of clerks engaged in other duties. 
I think it is an act of greatinjustice tothem. For 
instance, the clerk of a paymaster of a ship at sea 
receives $500 a year and one ration a day of thirty 
cents, which is about $100 more. The lowest 
clerk at Washington receives $1,200, the pay- 
masters’clerks in the Army receive nearly $1,000, 
while these men receive a very small pittance, 
The proposition has been before the Naval Com- 
mittee for years. It is recommended by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, and by the chiefs of the 
bureaus, and unanimously recommended by the 
committee as an act of simple justice to a very 
deserving class of officers. 

Mr. SHERMAN. lLask the Senator if they 
are not entitled to their share of prize money ? 
Are they not on the ship’s list, and entitled toa 
share of prize money? 

Mr. HALE. That is a question Iam not pre- 
pared to answer; but I do not think they are. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Certainly they are. 

Mr. GRIMES. They are entitled to draw in 
proportion to the salary they receive, whatever 
that may be. Everybody that is on board who 
goes to make up the complement of the ship is 


entitled to draw prize money in proportion to his | 


| pay; butthat would not bea fair criterion by which 


to judge this case, because itis well known that not 
one man in fifty who has enlisted into the naval 
service of the United States has been entitled orever 
will be entitled to prize money. But here is the 
question: What is the necessity or how urgent is 
the necessity for these officers, and is it not possi- 
ble for the assisiant paymasters themselves to per- 
form all the duties that are required of them and 
of their clerks too, if they have a mind to do so? 
Are not the assistant paymasters on board these 
ships pretty much gentlemen, and do they not re- 
quire these clerks of theirs todoalltheduty except 
merely signing their names? That is the ques- 
tion that I would put. 

Mr. CONNESS. I will state that I have re- 
ceived within a few days a letter from a captain 
of marines at Mare island, California, in which 
he states that he does not for his salary receive as 
much as the common laborers at that yard; and 
yet I cannot introduce a bill here to increase his 
salary, because it is very well understood that the 
Government cannot stand any general increase. 
If the salaries of these clerks are to be increased, 
I do not see how you can refuse an increase to 
other classes of officers; and if this business be- 

ins, | do not see any end to it but bankruptcy. 


Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, I think the 


| good clerks for the salaries we do pay. 
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competent refuse to serve for the salaries we are 
now paying, the salaries ought to be raised, | 
have heard, however, of none who have resigned 
on account of the smallness of their salary, and 
hence, in my opinion, the pay now given com- 
mands the talent required, and therefore an in- 
crease IS not necessary. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I believe these places are 
very much sought for, and I believe the ordinary 
course is that where these paymasters have clerks, 
they are generally nephews, or cousins, or some- 
body they want to take with them for the addi- 
tional pay. 

Mr. GRIMES. Ihave no doubt that there are 
cases where the salaries ought to be raised. A 
paymaster stationed on board a large receiving 
ship does require a clerk; for instance, on board 
the receiving ship at New York, there is a vast 
amount of business done. So a paymaster who 
is the inspector at the depot at New York, or 
who may be the purchasing agent, requires a 
clerk. But it-does not occur to me that it is ne- 
cessary that there should be an increase of the 
salaries of all the clerks of the paymasters, and 
for the very good reason just assigned by my col- 
league. I have never heard ofany scarcity of these 
clerks; | do not know that we are not able to get 


l think 


| it very likely, however, that it might be well to 


increase the salary of a few of these men; but I 
do not think it is worth while to pass such a 
sweeping bill as this. 

The question being taken by yeas and nayson 
the passage of the bill, resulted—yeas 1], nays 
25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Davis, Foster, Hale, Harding, Hendricks, 
Johnson, McDougall, Nesmith, Ramsey, Wilkinson, and 
Wright—1l1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Chandler, Clark, Col 
lainer, Conness, Dixon, Doolittic, Fessenden, Foot, Grimes, 
Harian, Harris, Howe, Lane of Kansas, Morgan, Pomeroy, 
Powell, Saulsbury, Sherman, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Van 
Winkle, Wade, and Wilson—25. 


So the bill was rejected. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuenrson, its Clerk, announced that 
the Hlouse of Representatives had disagreed to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill of the 
House (No. 26) reviving the grade of lieutenant 
general in the United States Army, asked a con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon; and appointed Mr. Exim B. 
Wasubpurne of Ilinois, Mr. Arcmpatp Me- 
Auster of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Revsen E. 
Fenton of New York, managers at the same on 


| its part. 


| ered as in Committee of the Whole. 


correct criterion is to give the pay which will com- |} 


mand the talent desired. If gentlemen who are 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message further announced thatthe Speaker 
of the Hlouse of Representatives had signed an 
enrolled bill (S. No. 86) to provide for the ap- 
pointment of a warden of the jail in the District 
of Columbia; and it was thereupon signed by the 
Vice President 

VOLUNTEER NAVAL APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr. HALE. I now move to take up Senate 
bill No. 76, which is a short bill from the same 
committee. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
76) relating to appointments in the naval service 
was read the second time by its title, and consid- 
It provides 
that hereafter all appointments in the volunteer 
naval service of the United States shall be sub- 
mitted to the Senate for confirmation, in the same 
way and manner as appointments in the regular 
Navy are required to be; and all such appoint- 
ments hitherto made shall cease and determine at 
the expiration of sixty days from the time of the 
return of the vessels in which those holding them 
are respectively employed. 

Mr. GRIMES. [ move to strike out of the 
last clause of the bill that which declares that all 
persons who shall come in within sixiy days shall 
cease to hold office unless confirmed. I wish to 
make it prospective merely. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The words pro- 
posed to be stricken out will be read. 

The Secretary read them, as follows: 

Andall such appointments hitherto made shall cease and 
determine at the expiration of sixty days from the time of 
the return of the vessels in which those holding them are 
respectively employed. 


Mr.GRIMES. I cannot see any possible ad- 
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vantage in passing the bill as it is reported by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, unless it beto prove 
the truth of that passage of Scripture which de- 
clares that the first shall be last and the last shall 
be first. What will be the operation of it?) The 
first clause of it says that hereafter all appoint- 
ments that may be made shall be sent to the Sen- 
ate and be confirmed. ‘That nobody has any ob- 
jection to, ‘That is what the Senate agreed to a 
year ago, that all appointments made after that 
tine should be sent here for confirmation. It then 
goes on and says that all the appointments that 
have hitherto been made shall cease and determine 
within sixty days from the time of the arrival in 
any American port of the ship on which the ap- 
wintee now is, unless he shall be confirmed; and 
believe even that latter provision is not in the 
bill. The result will be that the men who are 
now on our foreign stations, or in our ships on 
our coast coming in after we adjourn and not 
being confirmed by the Senate, will cease to hold 
office, and they will take rank on the Register be- 
hind those who will be confirmed by us before we 
adjourr: at this session of Congress. That can- 
not be the purpose of Congress; that certainly is 
not the intention of the Naval Committee; that, I 
apprehend, would work asa great hardship upon 
the persons who were first appointed and who 
have been serving so for the last two and a half 
or three years. 

Mr. HALE. 
ject-——— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
vardon the Chair. It is now past the morning 
eoecand it becomes the duty of the Chair to call 
up the unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. LLALE. I move that the consideration of 
this bill be continued for the present. Let the 
unfinished business of yesterday be passed over 
informally. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be done 
if there be no objection. The Chair hears no 
objection, 

Mr. HALE. I will only make a statement to 
the Senate of the reason that governed the com- 
mittee. As was said by the Senator from lowa, 
the same proposition was presented last year. 
There are now upon the list 72 lieutenants, 485 
masters, 395 ensigns, 764 masters’ mates, 138 as- 
sistant surgeons, 21 engineers, 11] first assistant 
engineers, 162 second assistant engineers, 390 
third assistant engineers, 31 gunners, 16 carpen- 
ters, and 219 assistant paymasters, receiving an 
aggregate compensation of nearly three million 
dollars annually, who have been appointed in the 
naval service without any confirmation by the 
Senate. These gentlemen, who are now holding 
office, were appointed under this condition: 


* That the temporary appointments made or which may 
be inade by the Secretary of the Navy, of acting lieuten- 


I have no feeling on this sub- 


ats, acting paymasters, acting assistant surgeons, acting | 


masters, and masters’ mates, are hereby ratified and con- 
firmed as temporary acting appointments until the return 
of the vessels in which they are respectively employed, or 


until the suppression of the present insurrection, as may | 


be deemed necessary; and the rate of compensation al- 
lowed the several grades specified is hereby legalized and 
approved.”’ 

There will be no difficulty such as is suggested 
- the Senator from Lowa, because this bill sim- 
ply carries out the provisions of the act under 
which they were appointed. 

Mr. GRIMES. It only carries out the first 
part, not the latter part. The latter part says 
they shall hold office until the suppression of the 
insurrection. 

Mr. HALE. They shall hold “ until the re- 
turn of the vessels in which they are respectively 
employed, or until the suppression of the present 
insurrection, as may be deemed necessary.” 

Mr. GRIMES. You do not put that last 
clause in your bill—that which relates to the 
suppression of the rebellion. 

Mr. HALE. I donot. 

Mr. GRIMES. Then there is no parallel. 

Mr. HALE. What the committee thought 
was that there would be no sort of difficulty in 
requiring the Secretary to send these appoint- 
ments with the other appointments to the Senate 
upon the return of the vessels in which these offi- 


. cers are pow acting. 


Mr. GRIMES, Then they will go below the 
others on the Register. 


Mr. HALE. ‘The Senator from lowa knows 
very well that it is competent for the Secretary— 
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| and he frequently does it—to have them take rank 


| back to the time of their first appointment. 


| 
| 


| 
} 


| confirmation of the Senate I have no objection, 


| 


/any opinion, as to whether the nominations of 


| or not. 


| be.”? To that Ido not object. I suppose nobody is 


acting masters, although it is something that has 


_ such appointments hitherto made shall cease and 


We || 
have a nomination pending before the Senate at 
this moment of acommodore, nominated for con- | 


firmation, to take rank in July, 1862; and it will \| 
| be perfectly competent to take care of that point. 








I have no feeling about it. If the Senate think 
the appointment of these officers ought to be con- 
fided to the Secretary of the Navy without the 


but I think it is wrong. 

Mr.GRIMES. Ihave no feeling about it either; 
and by moving to strike out this latter clause | 
am not deciding, and I do not intend to indicate 


these men ought to be sent here for confirmation 
1 am willing to go for the first clause of 
this bill, which requires that in the future they 
shall be sent here; but that is not the purpase of 
the bill, or rather it will not be the working, the 
practical operation, of the bill. 

The first clause says that ‘hereafter all ap- 

ointments in the volunteer naval service of the 
Tnited States shall be submitted to the Senate for 
confirmation, in the same way and manner as ap- 
pointments in the regular Navy are required to 


going to objectto that. I am perfectly content to 
sit here and pass on all these nominations—on the 
nominations of warrant officers, if you please, of 


never been done before and never thought of be- 
fore. 


But then the bill goes on and says that ‘all 


determine at the expiration of sixty days from 
the return of the vessels in which hess holding 
them are respectively employed.’’ It absolutely 
discontinues them, absolutely turns them out. 
It does not say that they may be continued until 
the next meeting of the Senate. As I said when 
I first rose, it makes them the last men on the 
Register, it puts forward young men who have 
gone into the service latterly, and whom we shall 
confirm during this session of Congress, and it 
puts at the foot of the list men who have been 
two years or two years and a half in the service. 
lt seems to me that a harder, aseverer blow could 
not be struck at the volunteer naval service. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the amendmentof the Senator from lowa to strike 
out the words which have been read. + 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. JOHNSON. [ask for the reading of the 











| volunteer naval service of the United States shall be sub- 


| without bein 


| have nothing to say. 


| if this bill shall be passed, the President will be 


bill as it now stands. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 
Be it enacted, &c., That hereafter all appointments inthe 


mitted to the Senate for confirmation in the same way and 
manner as appoinunents in the regular Navy are required 
to be. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I apprehend that in the 
drawing of this bill the first part was drawn with 
a view to the latter part being kept in, that those 
who had been heretofore appointed should be re- 
ported here and acted upon with the new appoint- 
ments. Now, with the latter part struck out, all 
the appointments heretofore made will remain 
acted on by the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Thatis intended to be so. 
Mr. COLLAMER. If that is the intention, I 


Mr. HALE. That was not the intention of 
the committee; but the committee submit to the 
Senate. Thé Senate have so ruled, and it is not 
for us to say that the Senate have not done wisely. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I ask the chairman of the 


Naval Committee if he has considered whether, 


at liberty to make an appointment during the re- 
cess of the Senate? 

Mr. HALE. Just precisely as in the regular 
Navy. The action in the regular Navy is made 
the measure of action in the volunteer Navy in 
express terms, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the passage of the bill. 

r. GRIMES. Is it too late to amend the bill? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not amend- 
able without reconsidering the last vote. 











February 25, 


Mr. GRIMES. I move to reconsider, in ordey 
to bring the bill back to the stage where jt jg 
amendable. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
| lowa moves to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reaq. 


ing. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill is now 
before the Senate, and open to amendment, 

Mr.GRIMES. I propose to amend the bij 
by inserting as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That courts-martial shall have 
power to sentence officers, who shall absent themselyos 
from their commands without leave, to be reduced to the 
ranks to serve three years or during the war. 

This is an exact transcript of the lawas it now 
stands in regard to the Army, and | am told 
officers of the Army that it has had a most bene. 
ficial effect. I have offered it here at the instance 
of gentlemen who feel an interest in the Nay 
and seem to think it will have a beneficial effect 
there. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. Let the bill beread as amended, 

The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. HALE. | ask the Senator from Iowa if 
he does not want to add something to show that 
the last section applies to officers of the Navy, 

Mr. GRIMES. The word ‘ranks’? js ‘im. 
properly used there; but I hardly know what to 
substitute for it. 

Mr. HALE. I move toamend the last section 
by inserting the word ** naval’’ before the word 
** courts-martial.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That modification 
will be made, if there be no objection. 

Mr. GRIMES. I moveto amend that section 
by striking out the word ‘‘ ranks’? and inserting 
** rating of ordinary seamen.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That modification 
will be made, if there be no objection. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time, and passed, 
Its title was amended by adding the words “ and 
to courts-martial.”’ 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Nicoray, his Secretary, announced 
that the President had approved and signed, on 
the 24th instant, the following bill and joint res- 
glution: 

A bill (S. No. 36) toamend an act entitled ‘An 
act for enrolling and calling out the national 
forces, and for other purposes,’’ approved March 
3, 1863; and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 27) relative to the 
transfer of persons in the military service to the 
naval service. 


EXCLUSION OF COLORED PERSONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Senate joint reso- 
lution No, 23 now comes up as the unfinished 
business of yesterday. 

Mr. SUMNER. Before the Senate proceeds 
with the consideration of that resolution, with the 
permission of my colleague I desire to move a re- 
consideration of the vote of yesterday accepting 
the report of the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, to the effect that no legislation was needed 
in order to secure to colored citizens their rights 
in the railways of the District of Columbia. 
make the motion to reconsider merely that 1 may 
call the attention of the chairman of the com- 
mittee to that report, and ask him the reason 00 
which it is founded. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the Chair will entertain the motion. The 
Chair hears none. The question is on reconsider- 
ing the vote by which the Senate discharged the 
Committee on the District of Columbia from the 
consideration of the subject alluded to. 

Mr. GRIMES. I think it is unnecessary ‘ 
reconsider that vote in order to bring the matter 


Columbia and before the Senate, for this reason: 
when it was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia the subject was taken under 
consideration in a very full meeting of the com- 
mittee, and the charter of the company whose 
servants are said to have perpetrated the outrage 
upon the colored surgeon in the United = 
Army was thoroughly examined, and the conclu 
sion reached—I believe I am correct in say!" 


again before the Committee on the District of 
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unanimously—by the committee that there is || ticular man should not be permitted to enter the | equal with that of any other person in the com- 
nothing in the charter that authorizes the com- | , 


pany to make any distinction between persons of 
any lineage or color. 


My friend, the Senator from West Virginia, | 


Mr. Wutey,] yesterday submitted a report em- 
bodying the opinion of the committee, and I think 
| may say the unanimous opinion of the com- 
mittee—at any rate unanimous so far as | know— 
to that effect, that there is nothing in the charter 


which authorizes any restraint or any restriction | 


upon any person riding in the cars. 
‘| will say a word farther which I ought to say. 
Th re was some discussion here the other day in 


regard to the tarning out of the car@of Dr. Au- | 
I learn from an investigation | have made | 


gusta. 
that that occurrence took place on the Fourteenth 
street road, where there were no cars for colored 


persons run. Since that time, or since the atten- | 
tion of the Senate was called to it by the intro- | 


duction of a resolution by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, cars for the use of colored persons 
have been put upon both the Seventh street and 


the Fourteenth street roads; and the president of | 


the company tells me that he has put an additional 
number upon the Peansylvania avenue road. 

{ do not think under the circumstances that it 
is worth while to reconsider the vote and return 
the consideration of this subject to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia; because that com- 
mittee hold that every person has a right to ride 
in the cars, and that acolored person has the same 
remedies open to him for any infringement of his 
rights by the company as anybody else. 

Mr. SUMNER. If I can have the attention of 
the chairman of the committee one moment, I 
should like to know whether it was the under- 
standing of the committee that the ejection of a 
colored person from a car was illegal. 

Mr. GRIMES. As I understood it. 

Mr. SUMNER. That the ejection was illegal? 

Mr. GRIMES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SUMNER. If that.is the opinion of the 
committee, of course there is no occasion for ad- 
ditional legislation unless it be that the question 
of law has been drawn into doubt. Sometimes, 
for instance, we have a declaratory statute where 
there has been a doubt thrown upon a legal right. 
I fear there has been a doubt thrown upon what 
I do not doubt is a legal right in this case. But 
if the committeé having this matter in charge have 
unanimously come to the conclusion that there is 
no need of any further legislation in order to pro- 
tect whatthey regard as an undoubted legal right, I 
am not —— at the present moment to recom- 
mend any further proceeding; butI desire to have 
itunderstood by the railroad company, I desire 
that they eau alls notice that they violate the 
law, and that whenever they exclude a colored 
person from any one of their cars they do it in 
violation of law. Of course such a railroad cor- 
poration cannot be entitled to any favors hereafter 
from Congress. If it comes forward for any addi- 
tional immunities or privileges, it cannot expect 
any grant of them from Congress. Would it 
entitle itself to any favor here, it must begin by 
acknowledging the rights of all persons without 
% distinction of color. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I have no doubt the chair- 
man of the committee is rightin saying that there 
is in the charter no authority to discriminate be- 
tween any description of persons, the black or the 
white; and whatever would be the case in refer- 
ence to sucha charter in the States where slavery 


| 








exists, where to a certain extent the negro is not | 
upon the same footing with the freeman, it cer- | 


tainly cannot apply to the District of Columbia, 
Where by yout legislation already passed you 
have placed them in all respects upon the same 
footing. You have emancipated all those who 
Were slaves before, and slavery cannot exist in 
this District at any time in the future, at any rate 
Without the consent of Congress. That being 
the case, if there is not in the charter an express 
authority to discriminate, if the company under- 
take to discriminate except for some good cause, 
and you can imagine a good cause why a par- 


52 


| cars,) they would clearly be responsible. 


j 
| 





man were in such a filthy condition that nobody 
else could sit in the cars with him, it would be 
proper to exclude him, and wecan very well im- 
agine that might be true of a white man as well 
as a black man, and the right of exclusion would 
also apply to a man having a cutaneous disease. 
Itis absolutely necessary to the safety of the 
traveling public that there should be some police 
power in order to protect those who travel in the 
cars, because, although lam as willing as the 
Senator from Massachusetts (and I am sure he 
would not be willing to go further than I should 
in that particular) to protect this description of 
people, | certainly would not place them upon a 
better footing than the white man. All that he 
seeks is, and all that as | suppose public opinion 
anywhere seeks to accomplish is, to put them 
upon equal rights, the enjoymentof all the rights 
under the law which the laws may give; but he 
would not say that it was notin the power of the 
company, without being responsible in actions for 
damages, (a question to be passed upon hereafter 
if such a case should arise,) to exclude from the 
cars any description of person, white or black, 
whose presence in the cars would be attended 
with inconvenience, or peril to life or to health. 
I rose merely for the purpose of saying, Mr. 
President, that as lL understand the charter, and I 
have had occasion to look at it, it contains no 
provision at all by which there is inthe company 
any power to discriminate between these two 
classes of people. 
Mr. WILLEY. Perhaps it may be proper that 
{ should make a remark or two in reference to 
the report which is the subject of discussion this 
morning, from the fact that I made that report, 


Ifa | 


and, at the instance of the Committee on the Dis- | 


trict of Columbia, examined the statute. On ex- 
amination | find what I think every Senator will 
find ,that there is no distinction whatever, directly 
or by implication, against any person on account 
of his color; that in this respect all passengers 
stand upon a perfect equality; and that the reme- 
dies against the company for any failure to ac- 
commodate passengers, or any violation of the 
law whatever, are as free and as full and as open 
and applicable to persons of color as to any other 
persons. It seems to me there can be no dispute 
about the proper legal effect of the charter of the 
company in this ng era 

The proposition before the committee was to 
consider whether it was necessary to make special 
provisions for colored persons in order to secure 
to them equal privileges with other members of 
the community. The law is as open to a colored 
person as it is to awhite person. So far as that 
matter is concerned, all members of the commu- 
nity stand, as I conceive, upon a perfect equality. 
1 do not suppose thatit was the object of the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts to make a dis- 
tinction in favor of colored persons over white 
persons; but any special enactment in regard to 
their privileges on this road certainly would be 
a distinction against white passengers, while it 
would not enlarge under the law, in any respect 
whatever, the privileges and remedies of colored 
persons. What, then, is the necessity for any 
action on this subject on the part of the Senate or 
on the part of Congress? The law is now full 
and perfect in all its provisions and adaptations 
to secure the colored persons in the enjoyment of 
the privileges of this railroad. 

I will say further, Mr. President, that if the 
Senate or the Congress of the United States shall 
undertake to become the custodians of the rights 
and privileges of the citizens of Washington, and 
when any of those rights or privileges are with- 





held we are to take the matter in charge and pros- | 
ecute the remedies for all persons who may be 


injured, we shall soon have our hands full of busi- 
ness, not of a very pleasant character, in my hum- 
ble estimation. On the other hand, Congress has 
done all that can be done. It has amply pro- 
vided by law for the enjoyment of the privileges 
of colored persons in a manner and to an extent 


| 


munity. What more can be done? What more 
ought to be done? If they have been aggrieved, 
let them apply to the law and let the courts re- 
dress their grievances, in the same way that 
white persons would be bound to apply to the law 
and to the courts fora redress of their grievances, 

This, | think, was the unanimous opinion of 
the committee. It certainly was mine,as a mem- 
ber of the committee. Under the instructions of 
the committee, I drew up the report which was 
submitted yesterday, “a upon making which the 
committee was discharged by vote of the Senate 
from any further consideration of the subject. 


| The committee being of this opinion, it would be 


| legislation of Congress shoul 


useless to refer the matter back again to them, 
unless it is under some positive and direct in- 
structions of the Senate, because we believe there 
is no distinction whatever against persons of 
color, but that they are free and equal in every 


| respect in regard to these railroad privileges. 


Mr. WILSON. | am very glad to hear the re- 
marks made by the Senator trom West Virginia. 
I think in law he is right, but in practice it is an 
undeniable fact that the spirit of the old law and 
the old practices still lingers to some extent here 
in the District. I am told by very respectable 


|} men here that itis with the greatest difficulty that 
| colored men can obtain of the city authorities 


licenses to do their business—licenses that are 
freely granted to white men. If there is any em- 
barrassment of that kind, and the city authorities 
do not yield to the laws and ere: think the 

force them to do 
so. I think they should be made to understand 
that there is no inequality in law in this District, 


| and that these people have their rights, and that 


those rights must be acknowledged, or ** some- 
body will be hurt.” 

I saw in a paper a day or two ago a statement 
that the same officer who was put out of the cars 
was turned out of the Supreme Court room in this 
Capitol. I should like to ask the Senator from 
lowa, the chairman of the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, if he has any information of 
that kind, why this man was turned out, who 
turned him out, and who is responsible for it. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. As this seems to be an 
occasion for the expression of private opinion 
with reference to this subject, and as other gen- 


| tlemen have indulged in the expression of their 


| cer on board that railroad car. 


private opinions, | must take occasion to say that 
| most heartily approve of the action of the offi- 
I think he de- 


| served the thanks of the community. When these 
| negroes go about sticking their heads into railroad 


ears;and among white people, and into the Su- 
preme Court room, I think an officer is perfectly 


right in telling them they have no business there; 


because it is evident that the reason they do so is 


| simply to gain notoriety, and to see if they can- 


not bring themselves into conflict with the officers 


| of the railroad cars or the officers of the Supreme 


Court. 

Now, suppose that this negro wes turned out 
of the Supreme Court room; what authority is 
there in Congress to say, by any legislation of 
theirs, that the thing shall notoccurin the future? 
That court have control of their own proceedings; 
they have jurisdiction over their court room,and 
they have a perfect right to say who shall be ad- 


mitted in that court room, and who shall not. 


I do not like to indulge so ofteh in remarks of 
this kind with reference to this class of people, 
but, lest it should be supposed that the opinions 
expressed here meet with universal approval, l 
feel constrained on all proper occasions to dissent 


. from them. 


Mr.GRIMES. TI alsosaw the statement inthe 
newspapers to which the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts has alluded, that a surgeon wearing the 
uniform of the United States had been turned out 
of the Supreme Court room, and I supposed some 
gentleman would put to me this inquiry, as they 
did the other day about his being thrown out of 
the cars, and | thought I would take the precau- 
tion to inform myself. I therefore wrote a note to 
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his auswer he says: 

“There is no rule or practice of the Supreme Court ex- 
cluding avy person whatever during its session. 
ceedings are in open court.”’ 

He then goes on to say: 

“If the colored surgeon to whom you allude was turned 
out of the court room”?— 

And I infer from the wording of this Jetter that 
they did not know anything about it— 

* it was without any authority from the court, or any mem- 


ber of it, and equally without our knowledge. As to the 
tact, | kuow nothing of it except from rumor.”? 


If Dr. Augusta was turned out of the court 


Its pro-- 


, THE 











|| pointed who shall estimate the services of the 
|| slaves of loyal men in those States, and pay them 


room he was turned out by some of the bailiffs or | 


under-officers of the United States marshal, who 
has the appointment, I believe, of those officers, 
and not by the authority of the Supreme Court. 

In regard to this other matter, if we should pass 
any law in addition to that which we now have in 
regard to the railroads, we should be compelled 
to remit these colored men to their legal remedies 
where they are now. If they are turned out, as 
we hold the law, they can sue the railroad com- 
pany for theirejection, for the trespass; and what 
can we do more than that if we should adopt any 
additional legislation? [ think they stand upon 
stronger aud better ground at present than they 
would by the adoption of the kind of legislation 
proposed, 

Mr. SUMNER, After the declarations that 
have been made on the floor to-day, | am at least 
for the present satisfied, and I certainly shall not 
proceed any further with my motion. Let me 
say | was particularly grateful to the Senator from 
Maryland for his very explicit statement of the 
law on the subject. 1 do not doubt he is entirely 
right. It has always been my opinion. I am 
glad to have it confirmed by that distinguished 
Senator and lawyer. Lam also grateful to the 
Senator from West Virginia who made the report, 
and who has so explicitly stated his own convic- 
tion, and, as [ understand him, also the unani- 
mous opinion of the committee, to the effoct that 
these people had legal rights precisely as white 
persons to the full enjoyment of all the privileges 
of the railway in this District. If they have such 
legal rights, they are at this moment unquestion- 
ably exposed to what I must call outrage, Ifa 
white person were ejected from the cars who other- 
wise was perfectly respectable, we should all feel 
that it was an outrage, Is it any less an outrage 
because the person ejected is simply guilty of a 
skin not colored like our own? For myself I 
confess that to my mind it is a greater outrage, 
because our obligations are greater in proportion 
tothe humility and weakness of those with whom 
we deal. 

But, sir, i have no desire to proceed any fur- 
ther in this question, lam for the present satis- 
fied with the declarations that have been made. 
My hope, however, is that the railroad corpora- 
tion willat once take notice and act according to 
law. I now ask permission to withdraw the 
motton, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion is 
withdrawn. The special order of the day, being 
the unfinished business of yesterday, is now be- 
fore the Senate. 

PAY OF COLORED TROOPS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whele, 
resumed the consideration of the joint resolution 
(S. No. 23) to equalize the pay of soldiers in the 
United States Army; the pending question being 
on the amendment of Mr. Cotvamenr, to add to 
the joint resolution the following: 

All persons enlisted of mustered into the service as vol- 
unteers, under the call dated October 17, 1863, for three 
hundred thousand volunteers, who were at the time of en- 
listment actually, and for six months previous had been, 


resident inhabitants of the State in which they volunteered, | 
shall receive from the United States the same amount of | 


bounty, without regard to color: Provided, however, That 
the foregoing provision shall not extend to any State which 


the President, by proclamation, has declared in a state of | 


insurrection. 


Mr. WILSON. I should like to ask the Sen- 
ator from Vermont how fur he understands this 
proposition to extend. We have passed an act 
authorizing the enrollment and enlistment of col- 


ored persons, slave or free, in all the States; and | 





we provide by that act 
Mr. COLLAMER. 
of? 


Mr, WILSON, Theenrolimentact. We pro- 


What act do you speak | 





|| a sum not exceeding $300, and we have made it 
| 
| 


retrospective. 

1 understand the practice of the Government has 
been in Missouri, pharyland; and to a considera- 
ble extent in other sections of the country, to rec- 
ognize this fact. We have raised in Maryland, I 
suppose, something like six or sever thousand 
colored soldiers. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Eight thousand. 

Mr. WILSON. Eight thousand, Lam told by 


| the Senator from Maryland. Governor Johnson 


told me a day or two ago that they had fourteen 
thousand in Tennessee, and we must have raised 
several thousand in Missouri. What 1 wish to 


understand is, whether the Senator’s proposition 








would not cover the cases where we propose to 
my the loyal masters. That is the difficulty. 
I'he provision proposed is certainly just, and it 
ought to be adopted so far as concerns most of 
the States. The Senator excludes the rebel 
States; but it seems to me in view of the legisla- 
tion already had it would be hardly just to apply 
this legislation to Tennessee, or to Maryland, or 
Missouri, or to those States where we have al- 
ready entered into obligations to pay a sum not 
exceeding $300 to the Joyal masters. I call the 
Senator’s attention to this point. I am anxious 
to do all we can do in this direction; but at the 
same time | want to guard properly the Treasury. 

Mr. COLLAMER. [ask the gentleman from 


| Massachusetts if it is not the twenty-sixth sec- 


tion of the enrollment bill that he alludes to? 

Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COLLAMER. ! have not that statute 
before me; but if it can be found, I desire that 
that section might be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. SuHerman 
in the chair.) The Chair will ascertain whether 
the enrollment act is in the possession of the Sen- 
ate or not. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I take it that the State of 
Tennessee would not be covered by my amend- 
ment. That was one of the States declared to be 
in a state of insurrection by the proclamation of 
the President, and of course this amendment would 
not reach that State. 

A suggestion has been made to me by some gen- 
tlemen about the time for which these persons 
were actual residents and inhabitants of the State. 
I have provided in this amendment that these per- 
sons were residents of the State and had been such 
for six months prior to the time of their enlist- 
ment. {do not know but that may be too long. 

I will state my object in offering this amend- 
ment. Our colored men in Vermont, Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, and New York were enrolled 
under the former enrollment act precisely like 
other people, were subject to draft precisely like 
other people, and some of them were drafted. 
When the President called for three hundred thou- 
sand men and informed us that if they volunteered 
it would clear the State or the district from the 
draft to the amount of the number of men that 
volunteered, we thought as a matter of course that 
it was a proposition to take the men who were 
subject to draft and let them volunteer instead of 
standing to be drafted; and inasmuch as all col- 
ored people of the proper age were subject to be 
drafied, there mall be no reason in the world 
why they should not volunteer. They did volun- 
teer in my town to the number of betwee:fforty 
and sixty. They received the bounties from the 
town and the State, from $300 to $500, like white 
people, and they received the pay of the State, 
seven dollars additional per month, which our 
State pays to all her soldiers. —- supposed 
and expected, and everybody supposed, there was 
no sort of distinction about it, and that they were 
to receive the bounties like other people. When 
they came to be mustered in, as I stated the other 
day, while the white men were paid the Govern- 
ment bounty of $300, the colored men did not 
receive anything. As there may be gentlemen 
present now who were not here at that time, I 
will state that they were men between the ages 
of twenty and forty-five years, able-bodied men, 
every one of whom could have earned his two 
dollars a day at home. 

Mr. POMEROY. Did it occur lately ? 

Mr.COLLAMER. Yes, sir; and since | came 
here they have been sent off, and they must have 
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February 25, 
been sent off without their bounty. I said be. 
fore, and now repeat, that every one of those men 
signed his name, without making his mark, to his 
papers of enlistment. They cannot realize, jt jg 
difficult for them to understand, how there can be 
such adistinction made without any Possibility of 
reason. That those men must have that bount 
is beyond all question. It must be paid. By: 
shall the State be compelled to pay it instead of 
the Government of the United States paying jt io 
the men they asked to volunteer? The Govern. 
ment told those men that if they did not volunteer 
they would be drafted; and now because they have 
volunteered they are going to make a distinction 
about paying them their bounties. If such q 
course should be taken by Congress, deliberately 
and understandingly, I do not know how I cay 
go home and justify before my people the refusal 
to make this payment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, On whatground did they re. 
fuse to pay them? 

Mr. COMMLAMER. There was an old act which 
authorized the President to employ colored peo. 
pleand pay them ten dollarsa month and put them 
into the military service; and inasmuch as that, 
they said, was the only United States law ex. 
pressly about paying colored men, they could not 
pay them any bounties. This is the way I un- 
derstand it. The mustering officer said so. These 
colored men were enrolled with the white people 
under an express law of Congress in my State, 
They stood on the enrollment, subject in all re- 
spects like other people, and yet when we come 
to this point and this stage of the business the Goy- 
ernment refuses to pay them. They went away. 
To be sure they went away under great disap- 
pointment, because they had relied on the addi- 
tional bounty of $300 to provide for their families 
while they were gone; but they said, ‘* Well, we 
have come to serve the country, and we will go, 
trusting that the Government will do us justice at 
some time.’’ 

Now [| ask that justice may be done them. | 
thought it advisable to draw the amendment in 
sucha manner that those men who had been called 
outand volunteered under the call of last October 
for three hundred thousand men should receive 
the same bounty from the Government without 
regard to color, provided they were inhabitants 
of the State at the time. 

Ifthe twenty-sixth section of the enrollment act 
is in the possession of the Secretary, I should like 
to have it read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the section indicated. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Sec. 26. And he it further enacted, That all able-bodied 
male colored persons, between the ages of twenty and forty 
five years, resident in the United States, shall be enrolled 
according to the provisions of this act, and of the act to 
which this is an amendment, and form part of the national 
forces; and when a slave of a loyal master shall be drafted 
and mustered into the service of the United States, bis 
master shall have a certificate thereof, and thereupon such 
slave shall be free; and the bounty of $100, now payable 
by law for each drafted man. shall be paid to the person to 
whom such drafted person was owing service or labor al 
the time of his muster into the service of the United States. 
The Secretary of War shall appoint a commission in each 
of the slave States represented in Congress, charged t0 
award to each loyal person to whom a colored volunteer 
may owe service a just compensation, not exeveding $300 
for each such colored voluatecr, payable out of the fund 
derived from commutations, and every such colored volun- 
teer on being mustered into the service shall be free. And 
in all cases where men of color have been heretofore ¢ii- 
listed or have volunteered in the military service of the 
United States, all the provisions of this act, so far as te 
payment of bounty and compensation are provided, shall 
be equally applicable as to those who may be hereafter re- 
eruited; but men of color, drafted or enlisted, or who may 
volunteer into the military service, while they shall be ered 
ited on the quotas of the several States, or subdivisions of 
States, wherein they are respectively drafted, enlisted, oF 
shall volunteer, shall not be assigned as State troops, but 
shall be mustered into regiments or companies as United 
States colored volunteers. 


Mr. COLLAMER, That section is rather too 
long, with my feeble hearing of it, for me to un- 
dertake to say now what would be its precise 8) 
plication in relation to my amendment. I observe 
that the great body of it relates to those States 
that have been declared in a state of insurrection. 
They are excepted in the proposition that | have 
made, It does notinclude those States at all. 
do not see, on first impression, as it strikes me, 
that it makes any difference. We propose to pay 
these colored people as you pay other people. 
You pay it to their masters if they are slaves. 
My amendment provides merely that these 








: 
t 








Ss Chl 


— eo 


p- 
li- 
es 
ve 
0 

at 


I 
in 
ed 
er 
ive 
ut 
ts 


act 
ike 


ry 


lied 
ty 
Aled 
t to 
oval 
fred 
, his 
uch 
able 
i to 
wat 
Ales. 
each 
d to 
iteer 
£300 
fund 
un- 
And 
» el- 
f the 
; the 
shall 
T re- 
may 
cred 
ns of 
d, or 
, but 
nited 


r too 
yun- 
pape 
erve 
tates 
tion. 
have 
Cs 
jme, 
) pay 
ple. 
ives. 
» cole 


| 





1864. 








ored men, if they were inhabitants of their States 
at the time they volunteered, and had been resi- | 
dent there for six months, and had not been sent 
for and brought in from other States, shall be | 
counted and they shall receive the same bounties 

as white people. That isall there is of my prop- 
osition; aud | can see no reason why it should 
notapply. Whether it would by possibility ex- 
tend over some of the ground covered by the 
twenty-sixth section of the enlistment act I can- 
not say; but my Impression 1s that it would not. 

Mr. SUMNER. So far as I understand the 
proposition of the Senator from Vermont, | am 
in favor of it. I believe I am right in saying it 
is a proposition on a general bill to provide for a 
special class of cases, and the Senator from Ver- 
mont, in explaining it, told us what first induced 
him to think that this special class of cases ought 
to be provided for. It was a hardship occurring 
in his own State with reference to certain persons 
enlisted there; and he was so much impressed 
with that hardship occurring in his own State that 
he thought he could not go back to his people again 
without making an effort to see that hardship re- 
dressed; and he proposes to redress it on this gen- 
eval bill. Lam in favor of redressing it even on 
this general bill; but I cannot forget that only the 
other day, when a case of much greater hardship, 
striking not into one State but into several States, 
and indeed all over the country, was proposed to 
be redressed on this very bill, Senators on this 
floor objected to it, not because it ought not to be 
redressed, but because it should not be redressed 
on this bill; and, if | am not mistaken, the Sen- 
ator from Vermont himself made that very ob- 
ecuion,. 

, Mr. COLLAMER. As I understand the case 
to which the gentleman now alludes, I think he 
made it very clear that the enlistment papers un- 
der which the men had been mustered into the 
service showed distinctly under what law they 
had been mustered in, | at that time insisted that 
it needed no law to redress that grievance; thatif 
the enlistment papers signed by the men described 
the time of service and the nature of the pay, and 
Government mustered them in, they must pay 
the sum named in the enlistment paper. It will 
iiot do for the Government to say to an officer, 
“You have enlisted these men under such and such | 
conditions, and have put them into their articles; 
you had no right to do that in relation to colored 
troops.”” What then? Dismiss them. They 
did not do that. They said, ‘* You had no right 
to enlist them in the way you did; but we will 
muster them in; and yet we will not pay the sum 
agreed upon.”’ That 1s the way I understood that 
case, and understanding it in that way, I said and 
believed that we should call on the Government 
to fulfill that written contract, and if it should be 
refused by the Government on proper attention 
being called to it by the proper auditing officer, 
then would be the time to pass a law to carry it 
into effect more specifically, That is the view I 
had of that case; but as I understand this case, 
there is no such condition of enlistment. 

Mr. SUMNER. The difference between the 
two cases is that the first was stronger than the 
second case. The Senator has stated his position 
iow precisely as he stated it the other day. He 
did say that in point of law on the statement 
made in the Senate the Government was bound 
to pay those colored troops. I never doubted that 
in point of law they were bound to pay those col- 
ored troops. But, sir, neither the Senator nor 
myself, nor the Senate alone, has the construction 
of the public statutes or the disposition of the 
public moneys. The construction of the statutes 
depends upon other officers of the Government. 
Thedisposition of the publit moneys depends also 
upon other officers of the Government. The 
Statute, by the officer who has been consulted, 
has been construed differently, and the officers of 
the Government who have the disposition of the 
public moneys have refused to pay those colored 
troops what I have no doubt in point of law they 
are fully entitled to; and that brings me to the 
Precise point that their case was one of unques- 
tionable hardship. They had, as the Senator 

rom Vermout so ably put it, by the very terms | 
of their enlistment entitled themselves to the full 
Wages of thirteen dollars a month ; but those wages | 
have been refused; and now the question is, how 
shall they obtain their wages? 
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| ernment for the pay which belongs to them. But 


they have looked to the Government, and in vain. 
What then isleftforthem? TolooktoCongress, 
which after all is the great power in this country, 
the great regulator, the power which where one 
branch of the Government fails is to remedy the 
defect. They have looked to Congress. The 


| subject has been debated again and again day by 


day; and when I had the honor of presenting it the 


| last time—and this brings me now to the precise 


point to-day—it was opposed by Senators, not on 
the ground that the claim was not a good one, 
but that it should not be put on this bill. 

If that objection was valid against the claim to 
which I refer, it is valid against the claim now 
presented by the Senator from Vermont. I do 
not think it is valid ineithercase. I believe that 


if any persons have enlisted in the national ser- | 


vice and through any ambiguity of legislation 
or any misinterpretation of that legislation their 
rights have been drawn into question, it belongs 
to Congress as the conservator, as the guardian 
of the rights of every citizen, to see that they have 
the proper remedy, and Congress ought to go 
forward swiftly to see that they have the proper 
remedy especially in a case where men have al- 


| ready hazarded their lives and shed their blood 
| for their country. 


Feeling therefore, sir, that the two cases are 


| entirely parallel, with this difference, that the case 


which I presented on a former occasion is much | 


stronger than the case which is now presented by 
the Senator from Vermont, I propose an amend- 


| ment to his proposition, as follows: 


Provided also, That all persons whose papers of enlist- 
ment shall show that they were enlisted under the act of 
Congress of July, 1861, shall receive from the time of their 
enlistment the pay promised by that statute. 

Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, I shall vote forthe 
amendment moved by my colleague. The propo- 
sition, I think, must strike every one aseminently 
right and just in itself, and particularly after the 
explanation made by my colleague. Itis simply 
a proposition to pay what, upon any fair inter- 
pretation, had been promised to be paid, and 


| which in the exercise of fair dealing and good faith 


we cannot refuse to pay. 

After the call of last October for three hundred 
thousand more troops, and with the view probably 
to facilitate the raising of the required number of 
men, and if possibleto avoid the necessity of a 
further draft, it was deemed expedient by the War 


Department to offer a bounty of $300 each for new | 


recruits to all who, within a prescribed period of 
time, voluntarily enlisted in the military service 
of the country for three years; thatis to say, this 
bounty was to be paid to all able-bodied male 


citizens or persons of proper age who should so | 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


——<$—$$ 


819 


ernment owes protection to them, as citizens. Now 
when the Government calls for volunteers, when 
it offers bounties to volunteers, it is understood 
that the call and the offer have reference to and 
embrace all able-bodied male citizens or persons 
of suitable age actually enrolled and subject to 
draft, including black as well as white citizens. 
So everybody understands it The Government 
has, indeed, been liberal and generous and even 
bountiful to those who have volunteered in its ser- 
vice in its defense; and it has deemed it expedient 
to hold out strong pecuniary inducements for vel- 
untary enlistments, and to offer liberal bounties for 
volunteers, in order, as | have before remarked, to 
secure, as soon as practicable, the requisite num- 
ber, under the call of last October for three hun- 
dred thousand men. Under this call, and under 
these inducements so held out, many colored per- 
sons, black men, if you please, yet strong and able- 
bodied men, brave and patriotic men withal, have 
volunteered, have been accepted, have been mus- 


| tered into the service of the Government, and have 


actually been sent to the field. They expected, 
as they had every reason to expect, to receive the 
bounty offered by the Government to volunteers. 
They had no reason to suppose or to apprehend 
that they were not included within this offer, 
They certainly come within the literal terms of 


| the order. There is nothing in the terms or in the 
| language of the order making the offer of these 


bounties which indicated thatany discrimination 


| was to be made, nothing which indicated that this 
| bounty was to be paid to the one class and not 


to the other, nothing which indicated that this 
bounty was to be paid to volunteers of light com- 


| plexion only, and not to volunteers of dark com- 
plexion as well! 


| teers though they were. 


enlist; or, in other words, to all accepted volun- || 
teers. Thisissimply a proposition to redeem that | 


promise—a promise published and proclaimed 
everywhere throughout the country; in every 
nook and corner of the country; at the threshold 
of every hamlet in the country—a promise cvery- 
where and by everybody understood as applying 
toand embracing all accepted volunteers, with- 
out exception of class or color—a promise every- 
where and by everybody so interpreted and so 
relied upon, and so acted upon. Now the question 
is, shall we not redeem that promise? 


\| fulfilled. 


Under that call and under this offer of bounties || 
the Government have invited and have accepted | 


the voluntary services of men of color, as volun- 
teers, and have sent them to the field to aid in the 
suppression of this rebellion. [ submit.that any 
discrimination between these and other soldiers 


of the Union; between these and other volunteers | 


enlisting under the same circumstanes, at the 
same time, and under the same offer; any dis- 
crimination between them in respect to the pay- 
ment of this bounty—paying it to one class and 


and unjust, and, I may add, in direct violation of 
the spirit and meaning of the offer which had been 
held out to them. 

In my own State, as in many of the northern 
States, these persons of color are citizens, recog- 
nized as citizens, enjoy the civil rights and priv- 
ileges and immunities of citizens; are subject and 
amenabie to the laws as citizens; exercise the elect- 
ive franchise, do military duty, are liable to en- 
rollment and draft, and constitute a part of the 
State militia as citizens. In short, they owe al- 


| withholding it from the other—is alike invidious | 


These men, Mr. President, entered the service 
in full faith and reliance on the promise of the 
Government in this regard—on its faithfal fol fill- 
ment—and that they would receive the proffered 
bounty; and this was the general, | will say the 
universal expectation. Nobody entertained any 
other idea than that this bounty was lo be paid lo all 
accepted volunteers alike. If it had not been so in- 
tended, if it was not intended to include this class 
of persons, if it was intended that there should 
be any discrimination in favor of one class and 
against the other, it should have been so ex- 
pressed, so that nobody should be deceived or 
misled by it. ‘These persons should have been 
notified in some form, or at least hud some means 
of information, that the order for the payment of 
this bounty did not mean exactly what it said; 
that it did not mean to include them; that it was 
not designed to extend the bounty to them, volun- 
Common justice and 
fairness would seem at least to have required thus 
much. As it is, and if they are not to be paid 
this bounty, they have a right to complain, they 
have good cause to complain that they have not 
been fairly dealt with; that they have been lured 
into the military service of the Government by 
offers and promises, merely delusive, never to be 
Such an imposition certainly was never 
contemplated by the Government, or by any de- 
partmentofthe Government, or by any authorized 
agent of the Government. 

What number of volunteers of this class have 
entered the service under this call and under this 
offer [am not advised; but whatever may be the 
number, whether it be more or less, they take the 


| place of and ex pose themselves to the dangers 


and accidents of war, in the stead of just so many 
other or white volunteers, and to whom this 
bounty would have been paid withouta question; 


| so that the cost to the Government cannot be any 


more in the one case than it would have been in 
the other; and the payment of this bounty can- 
not be withheld in the one case any more than it 
could have been in the other consistently with 
honor and good faith. The obligation is quite 


| as imperative in the one case as it would have 


been in the other, Itis nota mere question of 
expediency or of poliey, resting in ne Cee or 
the discretion of Congres& or of the Government, 
It is much more than that. It is a question of 
honor, a question of honorary obligation to these 
volunteers... Itisa question whether we will dis- 
charge an obligation to which we have already 
been committed by solemn pledge and by public 
proclamation. 

Mr. President, this obligation must be dis- 


he Senator says they should look to the Gov- | legiance to the Government, and, in turn, the Gov- || charged, this bounty must be paid, if we would 
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; 
regard our own engagements, if we would keep | 


TH 





and we provided that colored persons, slave and | 


our own promises. This pledge must be redeemed || free, should be enrolled and be liable to be drafted. 


if we would maintain the national honor, if we 
would cherish and uphold the national faith. 

I have only to remark in conclusion that asa 
general rule, or, more properly speaking, as a gen- 
eral principle of justice and of policy, all persons 
of the same rank employed in the military service 
of the country should be placed on the same foot- | 
ing in respect to compensation; there should be 
no discrimination in this regard. This is clearly 
the dictate both of common justice and of sound | 
policy. 

The original resolution, amended as it has been 
upon the motion of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, the chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, recognizes and adopts this general prin- 
ciple. ‘The amendment moved the other day by 
the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania (Mi. 
Cowan] in the form of a substitute to the original 
resolution recognizes this same principle; but nei- 
ther the original resolution nov the proposed sub- 
stitute reaches the case in question; and therefore 
there ie occasion for the amendment moved by 
my colleazue,and which Lhope willbe adopted. | 

Mr. POMEROY. I think the amendment of | 
the Senator from Vermont [Mr,. CoLtamer] is a 
good one. Tam glad it has been introduced. 1 | 
think that it is eminently just, not simply in ref- 
erence to the eases alluded to by him, which this 
amendment will cover, but in reference to all such 
eases; for there are others in the country which 
were not alluded to particularly in the remarks 
of the Senator from Vermont. But without re- 
ferring tomy own State [ am for it, because I 
think it perfects and improves the legislation of 
Congress in this regard. 
saying that the enrollment act which was passed 
here a few days ago had a provision in it that 
when a colored man is enlisted in the service of 
the United States voluntarily, if some man claims 
him as a slave that man is to get $300; but if he 
is a freeman, and nobody has put arobber’s hand 
on him, $100 is to be paid to the man himself. 
Then the discrimination is only $200. We only | 
invest $200 more in a man as a kind of premium | 
for somebody to own him, 

Mr. COLLAMER. There is one other feature | 


in that bill which the Senator will pardon me for || 


alluding to: that $300 is to be paid out of the | 
commutation money, 

Mr. POMEROY, [think thisamendment will 
correct that existing legislation, for I believe it is 
not simply retrospective, but it is prospective. It 
corrects that legislation for the future as well as | 
for the past, and establishes a precedent that ought 
to be followed, and that I think oughtto have been 
in the enrollment act. I cannot conceive of a 
greater injustice than to take a person from a state 
of slavery, and put the uniform of the United 
States upon him, and march him out into freedom | 
and into manhood, and pay him nothing, while | 
you pay his master $300. Is it not to be sup- | 
posed that a man assuming a new relation, that 
of freedom, taking care of himself, has somebody | 
dependentupon him? Is itnota most reasonable 
request that if there is to be $300 paid for him he 
shall have it?) There is hardly any man who is 
net responsible for somebody in this life, and if 
the Government support him after his enlistment | 
he ought atleast to have the $300 on entering upon 
his new relation, if not to sapport himself, to sup- 
ott somebody that may be dependent on him. 

consider itan outrage to take a man and put 
him into the service of the United States, and if | 
he is free, if he always has been free, to give him 
$100, and if he has never been free to give him 
nothing. [think this amendment will correct that 
legislation, and in that respect [ am for it, for I 
do vot think the legislation, as it passed in the 
enrollment act, ought to have been supported. | 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, on the 3d of 
March last we passéd the enrollment act that pro- 
vided for the enrollment of all citizens. The Goy- 
ernment enrolled, I think, in nearly all the loyal 
States, certainly in all Dut Kentucky and West 
Virginia, the frce colored men fit for duty. Those 
free colored men were liable to draft, and in some 
States they were drafied. Some of them enlisted | 
into the service before the bounties of the 17th of | 
October were offered. They are in the service of 
the country, enlisted for the bounties which the 
local authorities paid them. 

The other day we amended the enrollment act, | 


i} 


v | the white man. 
I think Lam right in || 


We provided that when acolored man is drafted, if | 


|| he isa slave, the $100 bounty paid to drafted men 
\| shall goto the master. 
|| in the Joyal States, ‘If you will enlist into the 


ut we say to every slave 


service of the United States, the day you are mus- | 
tered into the service you are forever a free man,”’ 


That is what we say to them; and we provide for | 
\| a board of examination, and to pay the master a | 
I think it a wise meas- | 


sum not exceeding 9300. 
ure, and the Senator from Kansas will pardon 


voting, a year ago, to pay Missouri $20,000,000 


to free her slaves, and then stickling over the pay- 


ment of $300 out of the commutation money for || 


a soldier to fightthe battles of the country. Sir, 


'I voted for both, and I will vote for every mcas- 


| 





ure that tends to break down and destroy and 


extirpate from the country the system of slavery; | 


| 
| me if I say that I hardly see the consistency of in this direction, 
| 
i 
} 
; ; 
| and if money is necessary to be used [ will use | 


money for that purpose, and think it a good use 
of money. 


Sir, the Senator from Vermont proposes that 


colored persons who have enlisted under the call 
of the 17th of October, which offered a bounty of 
$300—an offer that has been extended to the Ist 
day of March—shall have the bounty of $300. 
That I understand to be the proposition, applying 
everywhere except to the States declared to be in 
insurrection, 
no reason why the colored man who follows the 
flag of the Republic should not receive the same 


| pay and the same bounties from the nation, and 


the same bounties from the local authorities, as 
In the hour of battle they incur 
the same danger, and the blood of the one is as 
dear to him as is the blood of the other to him. 
There is only thisdifficulty. By theenrollment 
act we have pledged ourselves to pay the loyal 
master in the States of Delaware, Maryland, West 


| Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missouri 
5 ’ Y> ’ ’ 


whose slave has enlisted or shall enlist a sum not 
exceeding $300. The pledge is made to .them. 
Now, I do not want to pay this money twice,and 
[ want this amendment so modified that it, will 
not do so. I call the attention of the Senator from 
Vermont to that point. We do not differ at all in 
regard to the duty of Congress to provide that the 
free colored men of the country who have enlisted 
into the service under the call of the 17th of Oc- 
tober for three hundred théusand men, and who 
are now serving the country, shall receive from 
the Federal Government the same bounty as is 
paid to white soldiers. I want the provision so 
shaped that it will not touch the cases in Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Missouri, West Virginia, Ten- 
nessee, and Kentucky, where we stand pledged to 
the loyal masters to pay asum not exceeding $300 


for each of their slaves enlisted. What we want | 
to do is to establish equality and justice by prac- | 


tical legislation. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator from Massa- 
chusctts did notentirely apprehend the point that 
I made, or tried to make, in the dissent that I ex- 
pressed from some of the provisions of the enroll- 
inent act Which was passed afew days ago. Ido 
not object to paying a bounty of $100 to the sol- 
dier; but the point is that a discrimination is made 
against the man who comesoutof slavery. It was 
no fault of his that he was in slavery; he never 
enslaved himself or consented to it voluntarily 
that L know of. What I protested against was 
simply the discrimination to the amount of $200 
against him because of a misfortune, a necessity 


over which he had no control, That is the ob- | 


jection which | think lies to that provision of the 
enrollment act to which [ have objected. 


most gladly vote for it. 


In regard to the vote that I gave on the Mis- | 
souri question, I think that when Missouri hung | 
4n the balance, we not knowing at that tme | 


whether she would be saved to the Union or was 
to go out, believing that the freeing of her slaves 


would secure her to the Union, I was willing to | 


vote $15,000,000, or any other reasonable sum, I 
did not propose to vote that money on the ground 
of its being a ** just compensation’ to the mas- 
ters, for as a general thing I think that they who 
have had the unpaid labor of these men for a life- 
time have had compensation enough; and it is time 
that compensation began to work the other way, | 
cannot for the life of me see how itis that justice 
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iam for that proposition. I see | 


If this | 
amendment will in any way remedy that,I shall | 
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is always on the one side,and always discrimjy. 
| ating against the oppressed and never for ther 
I believe it is time we learned that they have som, 
rights which white men are bound to respect; and 
if misfortune or circumstances that they could no: 
control have deprived them of their own labor he 
a lifetime, and we undertake to introduce them 
now to manhood and freedom, I ask, is jt too 
much to setthemup with $100 bounty? Are we 
weighing out justice as we ought to do if we giye 
the money to the master who has had their ser. 
vices for a lifetime? I think eminent justice |icg 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Nesmiry 
in the chair.) The question is on the amendinent 
| of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr, Spy. 


|| NER] to the amendment of the Senator from Vey- 


| mont, [Mr. CoLttamer.]} 

Mr. WILSON. I propose to amend the amend- 

mont of the Senator from Vermont when | can 
O 80, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A further 
amendment is not now in order, the pending ques- 
tion being on an amendment to an amendment. 

Mr. WILSON. Let the vote be taken on that. 

Mr. SUMNER and Mr. LANE, of Kansas, 
called for the yeas and nays; and they were or- 
| dered. 

Mr.JOHNSON. I believe the amendment pro- 
posed by the honorable member from Massachu- 
setts is the same as the one voted upon a few days 
since, 

Mr. SUMNER. Sabstantially the same. This 
is a slight change of that. 

Mr. JOHNSON. But the result is the same. 

Mr. SUMNER. The purport is the same. 
There is alittle change in the language; thatis all. 
It is that where according to the enlistment pa- 
pers it appears that they have enlisted under the 
statute of July, 1861, they shall have the pay 
prescribed in that statute. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 understand it. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 19, nays 18; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clark, Collamer, Conness, Dixon, Doo- 
little, Foot, Foster, Hale, Harding, Howard, Lane of Kan- 
sas, Morgan, Morrill, Pomeroy, Sprague, Sumner, Ten 
Eyck, Van Winkle, and Wilson—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buckalew, Chandler, Davis, Grimes, 
Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Hendricks, Howe, Jolinson, 
Lane of Indiana, Nesmith, Powell, Ramsey, Saulsbury, 
Wilkinson, Willey, and Wright—18. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 


|| Mr. WILSON. I move further to amend the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont by in- 
serting the word ‘* free’’ after * all,’’ for the reason 
that all slave personas who have enlisted or may 
enlist are already provided for by law; and this 
amendment as | propose to amend it will reach 
the case of all the free persons of color who have 
enlisted and who ought to have the bounty. 

Mr. POMEROY. How are all slave persons 
provided for by law? 

Mr. WILKINSON. I hope that the amend- 
ment now proposed by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. eaanet will not beadopted. The 
other day a bill was passed here which 1 voted 
against, and in looking over the record | am very 
glad that'l did vote against it; and that was a bill 
which proposed to muster slaves into the service 
of the Gaited States, and to pay $100 each for all 
who are drafted and $300 each for all who volun- 
teer, the money to go to their masters. This 
amendment as it was originally introduced by 
the Senator from Vermont, if it passed, would 
result in paying about six hundred dollars for 

every slave who should volunteer and be mus- 
| tered into the service. Itis now proposed by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, to insert the word 
“ free,” so as to guard the Treasury of the United 
States; and the Senator says that the slave re- 
cruits are already provided for. Yes, sir, you 
have provided for them; you have provided that 
they shall enter the service of the United States; 
you have provided that they shall be placed upon 
the roll, that they shall peril their lives, that they 
shall be killed in battle, and you have provided 
to pay their masters who do not serve in the af 
mies of the Union, That is the way you have 
| provided for the slave soldiers. Now, sir, I wish 
| to read an extract or two that I have cut from 4 
'| paper, showing the conduct of these brave, patt!- 
‘| otic, and devoted slaves to whom you do not pro- 
| pose to pay one cent of bounty. 
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It will be recollected by the Senate that a few || Union, let us not insert in any bill which provides || 


,vo General Buyer marched a force up to 


Jawa 
lays < . 
ait Richmond. He marched his menas far as 


attack 7 
Bottom 's 


e vr 
ia the Way, and were compelled to retire. There 


| 
it 
} 


| ** free.”? 
Bridge, where they met with obstacles || 


were some colored troops in that expedition, most || 


of whom had been slaves—the class of soldiers 
whom you propose to exclude from these boun- 
ties, and whose late masters you propose to pay. 
| do not believe there was a slaveholder in that 
expedition; but there were in it many men who 
had been slaves. A correspondent giving an ac- 
count of the expedition says: 


« As a result of this hard marching, on the first day out 
over two hundred had fallen out of the United States regi- 
nents from exhaustion, Wher our forees reached Bot- 
tow’s Bridge, and discovered that their attempted surprise 
had been exposed, it is estimated that fully one half of the 


white soldicrs who commenced the march had given out, | 


and the roads back to Williamsburg were lined with strag- 


oie regiments for the statement that nota single colored 
coldier fellout from ilIness, exhaustion, or any other cause, 
and when the rolls were called before the ordered retreat, 
every single sable son who had started on the march was 
present and auswered to his name !?? 

A few days ago a large number of our soldiers 
escaped from Libby prison and attempted to reach 
our lines. Many of them were detained in Rich- 
mond, being unable to get outside of the limits of 
the city, and were cared for by the Union people 
there; and after getting out, they had to depend 
entirely upon the negroes for subsistence and for 
protection, The following interesting account is 
given by one of the officers who thus escaped: 

«Some of Captain Phelps’s party and others were pur- 
sued and fired upon. All of them kept out of the sight of 
whites, but trusted implicitly the blacks, and never had 
their trust betrayed. After the first officers had discov- 
ered themselves to the negroes and asked for food, on the 
Chickahominy, the negroes organized into relief squads 
and searched the woods for the fugitives, carrying them 
food from their seanty rations, and helping them in every 
way in their power.”’ 

Now, sir, Lam opposed to this whole system of 
legislation. 1 suppose that it is the deliberate 
judgment of the Senate that these very men, these 
very slaves of Virginia, who searched the woods 
to pick up ourescaped prisoners, should be taken 
up and put into our armies, and that the bounties 
which are provided by law should be paid over to 
their masters, who, | will warrant you, never of- 
ferhd these escaped prisoners a single potato to 
eat in the time of their exhaustion, and never of- 
fered them a place to sleep at night. 

Mr. FOSTER. The honorable Senator will 
pardon me. Heis mistakeninthat. Some of the 
officers in their escape from Richmond, passing 
down the Peninsula, were entertained by the 
witites, and entertained bountifully, and provided 
for with everything they had, good Union men 
and Union women—Union women whose hus- 
bands had been shot on account of their desertion 
from the rebel cause. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Mr. President, lam very 
glad to hear that there are good Union men down 
there; but I will venture the assertion that they 
were notslaveholders; orifthey were slaveholders, 
that they would not ask the Government to pay 
them $300 for the services which their slaves could 
render in defense of this Union. I make the state- 
ment on the authority of one of the escaped pris- 


But { have the authority of a captain in one of the | 


oners, an extract from whose letter I have read | 


here to-day. I will just read again a single line 
from that letter, ‘* All’? the officers ‘‘ kept out 
of the sight of whites, but trusted implicitly to the 
blacks, and never had their trust betrayed.” 

I have read these things for the purpose of show- 


Ing the great impropriety and injustice of this kind 
of legislation. 


I never will consent, and I will | 


raise My voice against it, and I will vote against, | 


the proposition that shall insert the word “free” 
into any bill which may be passed here discrim- 
inating as to the pay which this Government shall 
give to any of the persons who serve in the armies 
of the Union. Why, sir, are not the services of 
a slave soldier, if he perils his life, just as good 
as the services of a freeman? Ifa slave regiment 
ora slave army can save this Constitution and 

nion, do we not owe those men just as deep a 
debt of gratitude as we owe the white soldiers or 
the free black soldiers? 
more. If there is a class of men who, after hav- 
ing been ground to the earth, after having had the 
hard and iron heel of this nation pressing upon 


them, after having been lashed to slavery for years, | 


ad from their early infancy, will yet come up 
he serve this Government in the armies of the 


Indeed, we owe them | 





for paving bounties to our soldiers the word 
No; the greater wonder is that after hav- 
ing been treated by this nation as they have been 
treated, one of them can be found to raise his arm 
for the defense of the Union. Itis a marvelthat 


| after two years of war we have not learned a les- 


son, have not learned to open our eyes to the great 
questions of the hour and of the day. 

I hope this amendment will not prevail. I do 
not know but that it may draw some money out 
of the Treasury to carry out the view I have ex- 
pressed, but better far that there should be trouble 
in this country with regard to its Treasury, than 
that it should commit so great a crime as to em- 
ploy men in the service of this nation, place them 


| in the ranks, and then forever disgrace the nation 


} 


| 


_gress of the United 





by not paying them for the services which they 


have rendered. No nation in this enlightened age, | 


in my humble judgment, can stand up before the 
public sentiment of mankind and make such a 


distinction as this. Thereisa principle, an ele- | 


vated principle, involved in this proposition. 

In my humble judgment the bill which was 
passed the other day never should have been 
passed. The slave owes service to this nation 
just as much as the freeman. 


tion has just as great aclaim upon an able-bodied 
black slave as it has upon a free white man; and 
having rendered this service to save the nation it 


is the duty of the Government to mete out exact | 
| and equal justice to this class of men, and the 


nation will be disgraced if it does not do it. 


Mr. President, | hope that the time has gone | 
* ' 


by when we shall write the word * white’ or the 
word * free’’ into any of the laws of this nation. 
1 hope never to see a bill introduced or passed by 
Congress again where any distinction whatever 


in regard to rights shall be drawn as to any class | 


of men in this country. And L think after one 
or two years more of fighting, if the two years 


we have already had are not sufficient, and after || 


we shall have lost two or three hundred thousand 


more men, and have spent two or three thousand | 


millions more of treasure, we shall learn the les- 
son that we ought to have learned a year anda 
half ago. | should very much rejoice if the prop- 
osition which was offered by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania, who is not now present, 
[Mr. Cowan,] should pass, or something very 


much like it, wiping out all distinctions as tothe | 


soldiers and putting them on an equality, that 
every man who fights and shows his devotion to 
the interest of this country and to the cause of the 
Union shall be placed on a fuil and entire equal- 
ity. 

Mr. WILSON. I choose, Mr. President, in 
legislating here, not only to be guided by princi- 
ples, but to be governed by the practical issues 
that present themselves for our solution. The 
Senator from Minnesota has now chosen to ar- 
raign the act against which he voted the otherday. 
Iam willing that the Senator shall defend that 
vote of his here and elsewhere; and I must say to 


| him in all kindness that I think it isa vote which 


he will have to defend elsewhere. I am willing 
that he shall denounce that measure which has 
received the sanction of Congress and which the 
President of the United States has sent here to-day 
with his approval. That act says to every slave 


in the loyal States, ** Enroll your name among the || 


defenders of the Republic, and the hour you are 
mustered into our armies you are a free man for- 
ever more.’’? The Government of the United 


States by that act for the first timein our history | 
has declared tens of thousands of slaves in the | 
| loyal States free upon their own will to become 


free. It is incomparably the greatest emancipa- 
tion measure that was ever passed by the Con- 
tates, and I would rather 
have my name to that bill which asserts the power 
of this nation to emancipate every slave in the 
country who will enroll his name among the de- 
fenders of the Union, than to any measure for 
which my name stands recorded in favor of the 
freedom of mankind. Sir, I glory in the vote, 
and I glory in that measure. Put it to the loyal 


| American people, this day and this hour, and it 


| of colored men? 


will carry an immense majority of the friends of 
emancipation, 

Now, sir, what are the facts in regard to the use 
When the war commenced and 
afew men proposed to use black men in the armies 


Slaves are declared | 
in the Constitution to be * persons,’’ and the na- 


of the country, the proposition was met by a stern 
resistance in the Army and out of the Army; the 
public voice of the country was againstit. But 


| as the war went on, reason assumed its empire, 


j 


| 
\| 


i} 
| 


} 





| 


| freedom. 


prejudice began to melt away, and the necessities 
of the country called for the use of the colored 
men in the armies of the United States. Then it 


| was that we passed through Congress, after a 
| Stern resistance and most determined ee 


in both Houses, an act authorizing the President 
to Sata colored men, and to pay them the sum 
of ten dollars a month. . 

Weare now trying to right the inequality of pay. 
We have in the measure before us a proposition 
to equalize the pay, uniform, clothing, arms, 
erteen” organization, everything between the 
white and colored soldiers in the service of the 
United States. That is the measure before us. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Except slaves. 

Mr. WILSON. Slaves stand on the same foot- 
ing as white men, except as to bounty. By the 
law a free colored man in Maryland goes to the 
recruiting officer, enrolls his name, and is mus- 
tered into the service, and receives ten dollars a 


| month pay, but no bounty whatever, But under 


the law we passed the other day, which the Sen- 
ator from Minnesota denounces, the slave enlists 
and receives the same pay as the freeman and his 
We propose in this joint resolution to 
increase the pay and put the colored man on the 
same footing as the white soldier except bounty. 
That we leave to be determined by the President. 
We have provided, however, that by enlisting he 
becomes a freeman, that his master has no claim 
upon his services in the future, and that the $300 


| commutation money paid under the draft, or so 


i 
| 





| Ido. 


much of it as a board shall determine, shall go to 


|| the master. 


Mr. HOWARD. I rise merely to ask a ques- 
tion of the Senator from Massachusetts, cal itis 
this in its simple form: upon what principle of 
law or justice is it that he gives to the owner of 
the slave, so called, the $300 bounty, ahd not to 
the slave who becomes a soldier? 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The slave gets his free- 


| dom. 
Mr. HOWARD. I say nothing about his free- 
dom. I ask, on what principle of law or justice 


is it that the Senator from Massachusetts gives 
to the owner of the slave $300 bounty, and gives 
nothing to the slave who becomes a soldier? 
Where is the principle of justice or of law upon 
which that proposition isto be supported? 1 de- 
sire to hear the views of the Senator on that point, 
with all respect to him. 

Mr. WILSON. The case is a plain one, and 
I think the Senator understands quite as well as 
We find slavery existing in certain loyal 
States. We claim on the part of this Govern- 
ment that slaves owe duty to their country as 


| well as freemen, and that the Government has a 


| claim upon the services of slaves as well as free- 
} men. 


| Senator pleases. 


Mr. HOWARD. One further question, if the 
If the Government has a claim 
upon the services of the slave, how is it possible 


| that the master can have any after that claim shall 
| have been made? How can the master assert any 





| 
| 
j 


claim whatever after the Government has asserted 
its claim? 

Mr. WILSON. You have a claim to the ser- 
vices of your minor son. That white boy owes 


|| Service to his country, and he owes service to his 
‘| father. You enlist him or you draft him into the 
| military service; you use him; and he goes back 


to his father; and his father may claim his future 
services because you have not undertaken to re- 
lieve bim from that claim of the father until he is 
twenty-one years of age. 

Mr. WILKINSON. To whom do you pay 
the son’s bounty? 

Mr. WILSON. The bounty is paid to the son; 
but you do not relieve him from service to his 
father after his time is outinthe Army. Hegoes 
back again to his father, and the father has a 


| claim upon his labor and his services until he is 


| twenty-one years of age. 


You do not deny the 
father’s right; you have interrupted it, and when 
the interruption ceases the father resumes hie right. 

Lf you take the slave and use him until his time 
expires, and then let him go back to his master, 
he would have no claim upon the Government. 
I do not say that the master has any claim in 


| jastice and equity now; but we must look at the 
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practical facts as they exist. The master claims 
of the slave, and you step in and de- 
services are forever ended, that 


tive ervice 


‘ lars that those 
the slave is a freeman, that much he has secured. 
Then we say to the master thatthe $300 commu- 


tation money paid in, or so much of it asa board 
shall award, he shall have in extinguishment of 
his claim as a consideration for the freedom that 
we have given to his slave. 


Slavery exists in the country by local author- 


ity. Patriotism demands that we get rid of it be- 
cause it stands inthe way of the unity of the coun- 
try and the strength, stability, and fame of the 
Congress has adopted this provision 
as the best under the circumstances to accomplish 
the desived object, [I think it wise. Iam willing 
that the Senator from Minnesota shall think oth- 
erwise; | do not rebuke him for voting against 
it: | hardly recognize his right to arraign me for 
voting for it. 

There stands this great measure, the greatest 
anti-slavery measure ever passed by Congress. 


count y- 


1 think it will destroy slavery in any State in a | 


hundred days after the Government shall enter 
its execution. Suppose the Government 
\y to the slaves in Kentucky, the only 
loyal Stute that carries the flag of slavery, ‘* En- 
list into the service of the United States those of 
you who are fit for military duty, and from that 
hour you are freemen forever,’’ would not the re- 
ult be totake the vigorous young manhood among 
the slaves of the State? Then what would the 
slave system in that State be worth? 


Mr. WILKINSON. With the consent of the 


upon 


should s 


Senator | should like to ask him a question. If | 


you should say to the slaves of Kentucky, **Come 


into the service of the United States, enlist and 


serve the Government in its armies, and we will | 
not only give you freedom, but we will give you | 


the bounty be sides,”’ 
equ " y moitl slaver ,? 

Me. WILSON. Certainly it would be equally 
anti-slavery, and IT wish it cocld be so; but the 
Senator knows that such a measure had not the 
shadow of a chance to pass this Congress. 

Mr. WILKINSON, ‘The reason it cannot pass 
is because the honorable chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs will not bring in and 
sustein such a measure, 

Mr. WILSON. Do I understand the Senator 
to refer to the measure last passed or the one 
wending ? 

Mr. WILKINSON. I refer to a bill provid- 
ing forthe employmentof slaves and giving them 
the bounty which you now give to the masters. 
] unde rstood the Senator to say that such a meas- 
ure had no chance to pass Congress. 

Mr. WILSON. 
to refer to the act we have passed amendatory of 
the enrollment bill, by which we agreed to pay 
$300 to the master, or to future legislation? 

Mr. WILKINSON, Future legislation. 

Mr. WILSON. 
legislation, Lam willing to follow him or coéper- 


Do IT understand the Senator | 


would not that be at least | 


ate with him in doing full justice to the slave | 


who enters our armies. I am trying to secure 
practically all Lcan now secure, General Butler, 
to whom the Senator has referred, says he has 
authority to pay ten dollars, and that is as good 
asalargeramount. He has put four or five thou- 
sand colored persons into the service, paying them 
the bounty of ten dollars. He says, however, 


that two or three months’ pay in advance would | 


be for the benefit of the enlisted colored soldier, 
Sir, we propose by the measure pending before 


the Senate to equalize the pay, equalize everything | 


but the bounties, and we authorize the President 
to pay the sum of $100 to colored persons where 
ever he shall deem it necessary. 
white man gets $100 now; the drafted black man 
gets nothing at all by the presentlaw. Now we 
propose to put them on an equality with regard 
to pay, and we Jeaye it with the Government to 
pay $100 bounty in sections of the country where 
itis necessary. We have notarrived at that con- 
dition when we can afford to squander the re- 
sources of the Government, I will go as far as 
the man who goes furthest in using money to ex- 
terminate the system of slavery, the cause of all 
our woes; but I feel to-day, as I have felt from 
the time the first gun was fired in this rebellion, 
that the only danger of the country is the want 
of money to carry on the war. I think we have 


The drafted | 


| 





system of taxation that will double or treble the 
taxes now put upon the country. If-we had || 
raised $500,000,000 more than we have raised 


during the last two years by taxation, we should || 


have saved more than that in the expenses of the 
Government and the people. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
dent, that-l know what is the exact question be- 
fore the Senate. I understand the proposition | 
made by the member from Vermont, because he 
explained it himself, and perhaps I understand 
the amendment suggested by the member from 
Massachusetts; but I rise not so much for the 
purpose of addressing myself to the questions 
which strictly arise upon either of those amend- 
ments as to say a word or two in reply to the 
Senator from Minnesota [Mr. Witkinson] and 
the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Howarp,] who 
have participated in this debate. I listen, of 
course, in common with all the Senate, to every- 
thing that falls from them with all deference and 
respect. I understood the honorable member 
from Minnesota to say that as far as he was in- 
formed the masters of the slaves who had been 
enlisted into the service of the United States have 
not participated at all in that service themselves. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I intended to apply my 
remarks to the insurrectionary districts, to the 
States in rebellion. What I said was suggested 
by a report of the escape of our prisoners from 
Richmond, and had allusion more particularly to 
the white slaveholders in the rebellious States. 

Mr. JOHNSON. That in some measure gets 
rid of what I supposed was the injustice that 
would have been the result of the Senator’s state- 
ment unexplained. 1 was about to say that if I 
understood him correctly, (and the public may 
understand him as I do when his remarks are pub- 
lished,) | understood him to say that the masters 
had not shown as much loyalty as the slaves. 
Now, Mr. President, speaking for Maryland, I 
think I am at liberty to say that there is no class 
of our citizens more devoted to the Union, and 
more determined to use all their effort physical 








| and pecuniary to extinguish this rebellion, than a 


great portion of the slaveholders in the State; and 
they have done it, too, notwithsianding influences 
which perhaps if they had existed in other States 
might have proved sufficient to weaken at least 
the patriotic energies that are now there exerted. 
The most of them have owned very many slaves; 
their fortune consisted in part in the possession 
of that property; but, notwithstanding that, they 
were anxious, as 1 have heard them say over and 
over again, not in individual cases, but in many 
cases, that if the rebellion could be extinguished 
and could only be extinguished by the immediate 
emancipation of their own slaves, no matter what 


_might be the effect upon them of such a result, 


If the Senator means future || 


they would willingly meet the sacrifice. They 
are much more wedded to the Union than they 
are wedded to any of their mere local institutions, 
and especially more than they are wedded to the 
particular institution which now, I thenk God, as 
they do, very many of them, is about to expire in 
Maryland. 

The honorable member from Minnesota in order 
to make good his statement deemed it proper to 
read to the Senate certain letters which have ap- 
peared in the newspapers of the day, and as I 
understood him, or ratheras | understood the cor- 
respondent upon whose authority he spoke, the 


| black men in this last expedition which General 
| Butler fondly supposed he could make in the en- 


tire ignorance of those who were to be surprised, 
evinced much more gallantry, much more endur- 


| ance, and, as far as gallantry and endurance were 


concerned as evidences of patriotism, much more 


| patriotism than the white soldiers with whom 


they were associated. I should like to know of 
the honorable member from Minnesota where 
those white soldiers came from? 

Mr. WILKINSON. I think the Senator from 
Maryland mistakes entirely. There was nothing 
said about patriotism; it was physical endurance 
that was spoken of; and the report says that while 
many white soldiers fell out of the ranks from 
exhaustion, not one black man left the ranks on 
that march. It was a mere question of physical 
endurance. 


Mr. JOHNSON. That is very likely the case. 


| Then the comparative absence of physical endur- 
made a great mistake that we have not increased, || ance on the part of the white in comparison with 


[ am not sure, Mr. Presi- || 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


and increased largely, our taxation, and I desirea || the black soldiers who were in that 
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, i expedition 
was, if I am correct, to be found in the ranks of 
soldiers not taken from the slave States. Now 

I do not know what may be the physical endy,. 
ance of soldiers who come from the State of Min- 
nesota, or the State of Massachusetts, or ayy. 
where else. I know what their gallanury is: I 
know what their bravery is; and I know thatthe 

are capable of achieving almost anything that 


any soldiery has proved itself in the past capable 


of achieving; but I think it by no means follows 


that because the institution of Slavery is to be 
found in any one State all these qualities are not 
to be exhibited precisely to the same extent ag 
they are to be found in the free States. For what 


is the difficulty that we are now meeting? Who 


are the men against whom we have been battling 
forthree years? For the most part slaveholders 
brought up with that institution around them, 
with all its influences upon them; but we know 
and we know to our cost, that in point of endur. 
ance, as well as in point of everything else that 
makes men gallant and brave in the field, they are 
not behind our own troops—not better, [ admit 
butnotinferior. Nobody dislikes the institution 
more than I do; nobody is more aware of the sad 
effects that it has upon people in very many par- 
ticulars; but speaking upon the strength of the 
philosophic remark made by Mr. Burke years 
and years ago, when England was attempting to 
fasten us with what we considered slavery, there 
is in the institution itself an influence which makes 
aman cling to the freedom which he possesses 
with an undying grasp. 

Now, sir, as to the honorable member from 
Michigan, I have but a word to say. He seems 
to think—and my friend to whom I have just re- 
ferred appears to be of the same opinion—that noth- 
ing has been giventothe slave. Nothing? That 
is astonishing to my mind. What was his con- 
dition before? Thatofaslave. What were the 
consequences of it as far as we had any reason to 
judge,and what would have been the consequences 
of it if this rebellion had succeeded, and the re- 
bellion had succeeded in taking within its grasp 
all the loyal border States? Slavery for them- 
selves and for their posterity forever. What do 
we tell them? ‘‘ Come into the service of the 
United States and you shall be free, you and 
yours; the shackles that have bound your limbs 


| shall fall from them; you shall stand erect in the 


presence of your Makeras free as any white man 
who treads the soil.’’ Is that nothing? 

But is that all? The moment he does it he gets 
the same pay with the white soldier, and you have 
passed a bill already that gives him not only the 
same pay but the same bounty in the future. Is 
that nothing? But the proposition of the honor- 
able members is that you are to go back, make 
your legislation retroactive, pay them the bounty 
trom the first. Whatis to be the result upon the 
Treasury? The loyal master gets his $100 in one 
class of cases,-and $300 in the other, and you 
propose now to give to the slave from the time he 
enters the service of the United States $300. What 
draft will that not be upon the resources of the 
country ? 

The honorable member from Minnesota has 
told us that it is not a question of money. Itis 
a question of money, Mr. President. I share 
not in the apprehension that fills now the public 
mind that the war is to terminate, and disastrously 
for the United States, because of the failure of our 
financial ability. I share not in that despair, pro- 
vided but only provided that Congress and the 
Executive husband their resources, spend noth- 
ing except what is necessary to achieve the end 
that we have in view. That done, economy of 
expenditure, fidelity in the executive depart- 
ment—I do not mean the higher officers—fidelity 
in every branch of the executive department, 
honesty in a word, as well as an intelligent ap- 
propriation of the finances of the country for We 
purposes to which they ought to be applied, and 
we have resources enough to carry on the war 
for years. The enormous debt which we have 
already accumulated has been owing in a great 
measure to the absence of these securities. 
blame not the President. He was new, and al- 


most any man would have been new, to the ext- 
geucies which surrounded him. He came ee 
a village of comparative unimportance in the Bt le 
West. His life had been spent in the honorable 
prosecution of his profession, within a compare 
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tively narrow sphere; and when he was called | 


here to administer this great Government ata 
time ofimminent peril, which would have required 
the energies of the most firm and the wisdom of 
the most wise, it is not surprising that for a time, | 
erhaps, he failed in bringing to the discharge of 
,is duties all these qualities; and misconduct has 
been the result on ere of subordinates, waste- 
ful expenditure, frauds innumerable, resulting in 
a Joss that arithmetic can hardly calculate. But 
we are able to bear the burden now upon us, 

itis to be hoped that the career of these men 
will be arrested. That it will be arrested if the 
President can arrest it, and the members of his 
Cabinetcanarrest it, Ihave nodoubt. Thatit will 
be arrested as far as depends upon them, if your 
military officers of high grade can arrest it, | have 
no doubt. That done, and Congress faithful to 
the discharge of its own duties in the particular of 
husbanding the resources of the country, and | 
shall be greatly mistaken (I should despair of hu- 
man constitutional liberty in the future if it were 
otherwise) if we shall not be able to carry this 
war on to a triumphant termination, even if it 
lasts three or four years longer. 

But withall the respect which I[ ever feel to any- 
thing that falls from any member of the Senate— 
for we are all embarked on the same voyage, we 
all have in view the same end, we differ only as 
to the means—with all the respect that every man 
should hold for the opinions of another, when his 
motives are identical with his own and correct, I 
submit to both the honorable members to whom 
[ have particularly adverted, whether it is right, 
unless some great object is to be attained, looking 
to the accomplishment of the end which we all 
have in view, to saddle the Treasury with a de- 
mand upon it which will swell it to millions if 


THE CONGRESSION! 











their propositions are accepted, 

Mr. HOWARD. -I should like to have the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts 
reported. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
to the amendment? 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read. 

The Secretary read it: to insert after the word 
“all,’?in the amendmentof the Senator from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Contamer,] the word * free;’’ so as 
to read, ‘*all free persons enrolled and mustered 
into the service,’? &c. 

Mr. HOWARD. Lunderstand, Mr. President, | 
that if ghis amendment shall become a law, it will 
be but carrying out the policy of the act which 
we passed a few days ago, by which the slave 
volunteering into the service of the United States 
receives nothing in the shape of bounty, and b 
which the drafted slave also receives nothing. if 
I misunderstand it, I should like to be corrected. | 
Sir, | can vote for no such measure, because the 
proposition carries with it what I regard asa gross 
injustice and a gross illegality. IL hold that what 
is called the slave population of the United States 
owe allegiance to the Government of the United 
States; and that so far as allegiance is concerned, 
they are under precisely the same obligation to 
maintain the Government that their so-called mas- | 
ters are under, and that the Constitution of the 
United States makes no distinction whatever in 
this respect between what are called masters and | 
what are called slaves. , I hold, in contradistine- 
tion from the doctrine laid down by the eminent 
Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Jonnson,] that the 
Constitution of the United States does not recog- 
ize any property in what are called slaves. It | 
recognizes no property in man. It does not rec- | 
ognize man as being a subject of property. Here 
isthe point of departure between that Senator and | 
myself on an abstract question of constitutional 
law. He holds, if I Gniderstand him rightly, that 
the Constitution does recognize, and in some way | 
ree f to the master a property in his slaves. 

hold the contrary. © | hold that the Constitution 
of the United States is an instrument for the guar- 
anty and support of freedom to all mankind; and 
that whenever a person, be he black or white, or 
of any other complexion, comes under the imme- 
diate and exclusive influence and power of that 
instrument, he becomes a free person, whatever 
condition he may have been in previously. 

_ This isa point in which I differ from him. It 
isradical point, a point involving elementary 

"inciples, elementary principles of human right, 

old that no man ever was borin to be a slave; 
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thatall men were created equal before their Maker, 


and that they ought to be treated as equals before 
the law. 


We were told the other day by the learned Sen- | 


acor from Maryland that the common law of Eng- 
land at a period later than the decision in the 
Sommersett case recognized property in man. 
The question arose upon the appropriate interpre- 


tation to be given to that clause in the Amendments | 
of the Constitution which declares that private | 


property shall not be taken without just compen- 
sation. I ventured the remark upon that occa- 
sion that when the Constitution speaks of private 
property it does not refer to men, be their color 


whatever it may, but thatit refers to those articles | 


which are recognized as fit and proper subjects of 
property by the common law of England; and I 
also ventured the assertion that by thatlaw slavery 
was not recognized or tolerated within the limits 
of England. Upon that subject I referred to an 
elementary writer perfectly familiar to all law- 


yers, Mr. Justice Blackstone; and the Senator | 


from Maryland seemed to take me to task—cer- 
tainly ina very good-natured and courteous way, 
with which I find no fault—for advancing thatidea; 
and he referred me, with an air that certainly im- 
plied that I ought to be better acquainted with my 
Blackstone than I appeared to be, to that great 
author, for the purpose of contradicting me. P will 
not set up my own opinions as against the learned 
Senator from Maryland; [ am avery inconsider- 
able personage, and choose not to take up the 
cudgels against that eminent gentleman; but he 
must pardon me for allowing Justice Blackstone 
to speak for himself on this point. What does 
the great commentatorsay? He says, in the first 
book of his Commentaries: 


‘Upon these principles the law of England abhors and 
will not endure the existence of slavery within this nation; 


so that when an attempt was made to introduce it, by stat- || Jative powers granted them by their charters or 


ute 1 Edw. VI, c. 3, which ordained that all idle vaga- 


bonds should be made slaves, aud fed upon bread and || 


water, or small drink and refuse meat; should weara ring 
of iron round their necks, arms, or legs; and should be 
compelled by beating, chaining, or otherwise, to perform 
the work assigned them, were it never so vile; the spirit 
of the nation could not brook this condition, even in the 
most abandoned rogues; and therefore this statute was re 
pealed in two years afterwards. 4nd now it is laid down 
that a slave or negro, the instant he lands in England, be 
comes a free man; that is, the law will protect him in the 


| enjoyment of his person and his properly.” 


Mark the language, sir. 
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trary. All ofany importance decided in that case 


|| by Lord Stowell is embraced in the marginal notes 


- 





** Upon these princi- | 


| protection in its colonies,” 


| land, to which the case was carried, 





which I will take occasion to read. After recog- 
nizing in the clearest terms the great leading prin- 
ciple that by the common law of England within 
the realm of England there can be no such thing 
as property in slaves, the learned judge proceeda 


| and says: 


“By a residence in England the slave code is suspended, 
not extinguished.”’ ° « e “Slaves coming 
into Engiand are free there, and cannot he sent out of the 
country by any process to be there executed.” * ~~ eee 
“Slavery in the colonies is not the creature of law, but of 


custom, to which the maxim, malus usus abolendus est, is Wot 
applicable.” * * * * * * * * 


“The law of England discourages slavery within the 
limits of these islands, but gives to it an almost unbounded 
* . . . . 

** The statute law of this country looks on slaves in the 
cvlonies as mere goods and chattels, as subject to mort. 
gages, &c., and has established courts of the highest juris 
diction for carryiag such provisions into execution.”’ 


The case was this: the owner of the slave 
Grace took her from Antigua, in the West In- 
dies, to England, where she remained with her 
master about a year, and then followed her mas- 
ter back to Antigua. The slave was imported 
into the portof Antigua without the payment of 
any duties, or without answering the charges 
which existed by law. The question arose upon 


| the seizure of this slave for the payment of some 


duty due at the port, being in a colony where the 
local law declared her to be a slave, and as by 
that law she was treated as a slave she was re- 
garded as such in the court of appeals of Eng- 
The whole 
case showed that at common law, in England, 
there is not and cannot be any such thing as prop- 
erty in slaves, in other words, property in man; 
while at the same time the English courts recog- 
nized the right of the colonies, which have legis- 


by act of Parliament, to establish and recognize 
slavery there; and that is all there is of the case, 
My main proposition remains unshaken, that 


| by the common law of England there is vo such 


ples the law of England abhors and will notendure || 


the existence of slavery within this nation.”” 


What then must have been the condition of a | 


slave within the realm of England? Suppose him 
to have been carried from the plantations to Lon- 
don, or any other place within the realm, what 
would have been hiscondition? Could the mas- 
ter assert property in him? 
England, the common law to which [ appeal for 
an interpretation of the language used in our Con- 
stitution, forbids it; i forbids all property in 
man, if the claim to such property involves a con- 
dition of slavery. 

Again, sir, let us see what Chancellor Kent 
says on the same subject, how far according to 
him slavery is recognized by the common law. 
He says: 


No, sir; the law of 


“ The law of England will not endure the existence of sla- | 


very within the realin of England. The instant the slave 
touches the soil he becomes free,so as to be entitled to be pro- 


tected in the enjoyment of his person and property, though | 


he may still continue bound to service as aservant. There 
has been much dispute in the English books whether tro- 
ver would lie far a negro slave; and the better opinion is 
that it will not lie, because the owner has not an absolute 
property in the negro; and by the common law it was said 
one man could not have a property in another, for men were 
not the subject of property.” 

And he refers to some dozen adjudicated cases 
arising and determined in the courts of England 
which establish that proposition, _ 

But, sir, the Senator took occasion to inform 
us that Lord Stowell in a subsequent decision, ata 
period long since the establishment of our Consti- 
tution, had reversed or attempted to annul the de- 
cision of Lord Mansfield in the Sommersett case. 
So far from being correct in this remark, in refer- 
ence to the decision of Lord Stowell in the case 
of the slave Grace, (for that I presume is the case 
to which the Senator referred,) the direct contrary 
is the truth. Lord Stowell does not make a sin- 
gle declaration in the course of that elaborate ju- 
dicial opinion in which he attacks or dares attack 
the opinion of Lord Mansfield in the Sommersett 
case. He does not intimate anything to the con- 





thing as slavery within the realm of England. 
There is no such thing as slavery in Scotland, 
and has not been for, | presume, a hundred years, 
There is no such thing as slavery in France. The 
moment a slave brought from the French colanies 
is landed upon the shores of France, he becomes 
ipso facto free. Such is also the rale, | believe, 
in every other civilized country in Europe. 
Now, sir, I take this ground, that slavery ex- 
ists solely and exclusively by force of the law of 
the place where it is claimed to exist; and that 
beyond, the limits within whieh that law is in op- 
eration the slave becomes by the mere transit ipso 
facto free. The Constitution of the United Staies 
takes no cognizance whatever of those local laws; 
and so far as the black man is concerned, as he 
owes allegiance to the Government of the United 
States, and may be called upon like a white man 
to defend it by arms, he is, in all constitutional 
respects, when called upon to render military ser- 
vice, as free a man as youand I. The moment 
he is mustered intothe service of the United States 
he becomes subject to the control ofanother power, 
He is totally emancipated and set free from the 
control and the will of his former so-called mas- 
ter, and passes to another dominion, It is a ne- 
cessary legal result, unavoidable and indispeusa- 
ble; because the moment be, enters the military 


|| service he becomes, in his capacity of a soldier, 


as‘free as you or I; as free as any. other soldier, 


| subject to obey the orders of his superivrs, but 


possessing the right and the privilege, uncer the 
usages of war, to be elevated even to the highest 
command of the Army, if he deserves it. 

I ask any man witha proper sense of justice in 
his bosom, to say nothing of the, principles of 


| universal public law, bow it is possible that this 
| man, having once taken arms to defend his coun- 


try, having been subjected to military drill and 
discipline, can be reduced into the condition of a 
slave, a mere chattel, a thing to which ownershi 
attaches? This, to my mind,is impossible, j 
insist upon this: that when the Government of 
the United States calls upon the people of the 
United States to render their aid in defending the 
country and in waging a war, the power it ex- 
ercises implies no distinction between colors. It 
must regard all alike free and equal. 

This is the ground upon which I put it: that so 
far as the Constitution is concerned in the carry- 
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ing on of a war which calls or may call upon all 


the able-bodied men in the country to render their 
personal aid in its prosecution, the black man is 
necessarily to be treated as a free man, as a per- 
son, and not as property, whatever may have 
been the light in which he was viewed in the State | 


where he happened to be. Believing this, I be- 


lieve itis but justice in usto give these black men | 


cl sely the same rewards and encouragements, | 


ye they what they may, that we extend to the 
white men. I will consent to make no differ- 
ence, No distinction between them; because, with- 
outany disparagement to the white race, and with- 
out intending to give any offense to any individual 
here, | regard all men who are engaged in prose- 
cuting the wars of the United States as compan- 
ions inarms and as brethren. In this respect it 
is impossible that the Constitution should not re- 
vard all as equally free. The very nature of the 
service is totally incompatible with the idea of 
slavery, with the notion that one man can have 
a property in another. 


Ll cannot, therefore, vote for the amendment of | 
the Senator from Massachusetts, because it seeks | 


to make a distinction between the soldiers of the 
Republic, exposed to the same perils and hard- 
ships, the same dangers of whatever description, 
and to the like death. It proposes to make a dis- 
tinction between them which is greatly to the prej- 
udice of the man who happens to wear a black 
skin, but whose valor and usefulness are regarded, 
even by him as equal to those of the white man, 

This was one ground upon which I opposed 
the enrollment bill the otherday, upon which the 
Senator from Massachusetts has made some very 
earnest, not to say eloquent remarks. lopposed 


that bill because it made, first, this distinction: it | 


gave to the master the bounty which in justice 
and in honor belongs to the slave. The Senator 
thinks he has done enough for the black man 
when he has given him his freedom on being 
mustered into the service. I regard itasno gift; 
I look upon it as no gratuity to the black to give 
him his freedom. He becomes, under the Con- 
stitution, ipso facto, free the moment you put him 


into the military service of the United States. It | 


is no gift to him. Itis no benefit whatever to him 
as aman, as a person, | know that other Sena- 
tors differ ‘with me on this subject; but these are 
my fast,and | think well-considered convictions. 
You call him to aid you in your wars; your ne- 
cessities remit him to the condition in which na- 
ture herself placed him. The hand of robbery 
becomes palsied. Freedom, his birthright, ac- 
crues to himasa responsible being, and he again 
enjoys what it was not yours to give,and which 
human force and crime have withheld. The Al- 


mighty, not you, restores to him the gift of lib- | 


erty. Heowes you nothing for it; ho, not even 
gratitude. 
There was another serious objection to the en- 


rollment bill to which I have referred, which the | 


Senator from Massachusetts did not see fit to al- 
lude to. twas this: thatthe money which is to 
be raised by commutation in the loyal States is 
placed in the hands of the Secretary of War, to 


be by him invested in the purchase (if IT may be | 


allowed that term) of black soldiers in the slave- 
holding States, while those States which contrib- 
ute the money get no credit whatever for the con- 
tribution, It is, it seems to me,an act of injustice 





to those States; and with all possible respect for 


the Senator from Massachusetts, from whom I 


regret very much to differ, [ think he, even in the || 


old Bay State, will find some little embarrassment 
when he is called before the people to account for 
his vote on thet bill. He may possibly succeed 
(for he is an ingenious gentleman) in satisfying 
his constituency of the propriety of that vote; 


but, sir, | could not undertake to defend such a | 


vote before my constituents. 


They would ask 


| slave. I insisted that he should be a freeman | 





| step. 


me at once, ** Why did you vote fora bill dispos- || 


ing of our money in the purchase of black troops 
without securing to the State of Michigan, which 
you represent, some little credit for the money 
thus paid out?’’ [ could not answer the question. 
1 could not answer it the other day in debate. I 
cannot answer itnow. [ shall not undertake to 


answer it before my constituents. | 


Mr. WILSON.” Mr. President, the Senator 


the Senator must remember, when he declares 
thata slave mustered into the service of the United 


| 





it 
i 


States becomes immediately a freeman, that such | 


‘THE CONGRESSIONA 





| slavery in this District if they could, 
grets it? A yearago mostof these very gentlemen | 


has not been the construction of the Government 
of the United States nor the action of the States. 

“During the war of the Revolution many black 
men fought in the ranks of ourarmies; and when 
the war wasover many of those brave black men 
were claimed as slaves, and were treated as slaves, 
and they and their posterity held as slaves, 

In the war of 1812 we called slaves into the ser- 
vice of the United States—and Andrew Jackson 
called them, in an address to them, * fellow-citi- 
zens’’—and after those men had helped to win the 
glories of New Orleans they were claimed, and 
they and their children held, as slaves. 

It has never been asserted by the Government 
of the United States that a slave mustered into 
our service becomes free when he is mustered in 
until the President of the United States signed the 
enrollment bill. 


House of Representatives provided that the col- 
ored soldier should become free, or rather that 
the sum of $300 should be paid to the master on 
his freeing the slave who should enlist, and the 
sum of $100 should be paid to the master on his 
freeing the slave who was drafted. In the com- 
mittee of conference I took the ground that I 
would notconsentthata man should wear the 
uniform of the United States for a moment as a 


when he was mustered into the service by the 


| authority of the Government of the United States, | 


whether the master consented to free him or not. 


The committee of conference agreed to that prop- | 
osition, and it has been sustained by both Houses | 
of Congress; and now, for the first time in our | 


history, it is asserted by this Government that 
when aslave is mustered into the service of the 


United States, that moment heis free, and free for- | 
I may over-estimate the importance of that | 


ever. 
declaration by the Government of the United 
States. I thought it was a great, high, and noble 


position to take, and the nation will hold it, and |; 


will stand by it. 

Sut Senators complain that we make some con- 
sideration to the masters of the slaves. Have 
they forgotten that early in this war they voted 
$300 for each slave to the slavemasters of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, when we made the capital of 
the Republic free? Notas a matter of strict jus- 
tice, but as a matter of peace and harmony, for 
the repose of the country and the maintenance of 


| kind feeling, we agreed to pay them $300 for their 


slaves. They have accepted it; and I believe there 
are but very few among them who would restore 


Who re- 


| voted $20,000,000 to aid Missouri in emancipa- 


| clutch at the next opportunity and take the next |) 
I believe that we should act in that spirit, | 


tion. Do they regret that vote? They voted for 
the resolution that they would aid the loyal bor- 
der States in emancipation. Do they regret the 
passage of that resolution? I do not. 

Sir, | voted for all those measures in good faith, 
not, perhaps, as a matter of justice, for I do not 
recognize the right of a man to own another, but 
I recognize existing institutions around us as 
practical facts to be dealt with; and if a little 
money will smooth the way in this work of 


emancipation and of destroying slavery and bring- | 
| ing the people of the country together in union 


and harmony, brothers of acommon family, lam 
willing to vote it. Sir, when I see an opportunity 
in the Congress of the United States to take one 
step, I will take that step. If I do not get all I 
want, | will take what I can get; and then I will 


and for one I intend to do so. 
I tell the Senator from Michigan—and I know 
he recognizes it as well as I do—that we never 


could have passed that measure through the House | 


of Representatives declaring these slaves free on 
being mustered into the service, without making 
some consideration to those who claimed their ser- 


| vices. This proposition came, I understand, from 


| 


i} 


from Michigan has given us his opinions; but | 


a distinguished gentleman from the State of Mary- 
land, a gentleman who during the past year has 
rendered services to the cause of emancipation in 
Maryland and in the country that the loyal anti- 
slavery men of the country will not soon forget 
—I mean Henry Winter Davis. We amended 
it. We improved it. We did not leave it tothe 
master to take the compensation on the freeing of 
his slave, but we said to the master, ‘Your slave 
is free when he is mustered into our service, and 


GLOBE. 


The House of Representatives | 
in passing the bill did notassert this power. The | 
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we will tender you so much.” We are mastey 
| of our own position. I think it is a great * 
vance; not that we shall not advance further to. 
morrow or the next day, but it isagreat advanos 
for to-day; and I am glad I had the privik 
| giving a vote to push the cause along so far, 
|| Bat, sir, | suppose we shall not have a vote on 
|| this measure to-night, as I was told by the Sen. 
|| ator from Maine, [Mr. Fessenpen,] = te has left 
| the Chamber, that he wished to examine the sub. 


| 
re- 


ance 


ge of 


| ject a little further, and perhaps to make some 
marks upon it, I desire now to call attention to 
| another subject. A message has been received 
| from the House of Representatives announcing 
|| that they have disagreed to our amendments to 
|, the bill reviving the grade of lieutenant general 
| and asking aconference. I desire to have that 
message taken up, with aview of agreeing to the 
conference on our part. j 
|| Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Before we dispose of 
| the joint resolution now under consideration, I 
|| wish to offeran amendmentto theamendment pro- 
|| posed by the Senator from Vermont, and have jr 
|| printed. 
| Mr. WILSON. I will give way to the Sena- 
tor for that purpose. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob. 
| jection, the amendment will be received and or- 
|| dered to be printed. The Chair hears no objection, 
| Mr. LANE, of Kansas. In connection with 
it, I should like also to have the amendments pro- 
|, posed by the Senator from Vermontand the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts printed. 
| There being no objection, the amendments were 
'| ordered to be printed. 
| LIEUTENANT GENERAL. 
|| The Senate proceeded to consider its amend- 
ments to the bill (A. R. No. 26) reviving the 
| grade of lieutenant general in the United States 
|| Army, disagreed to by the House of Represent- 
atives. 
On motion of Mr. WILSON, it was 
Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amendments to 
| the said bill, disagreed to by the House of Representatives, 
| and agree to the conference asked by the House upon the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 
Ordered, That the conferees on the part of the Senate be 
| appointed by the Vice President. 
The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Wi.- 


son, Mr. Lane of Indiana, and Mr. Jounson. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a report of the Secretary of War, communi- 
cating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
|| Senate of the 9th instant, a copy of the proceed- 
ings of the general court-martial for the trial of 
Assistant Surgeon Webster; a report of the Gen- 
eral-in-Chief of the Army on the management of 
general hospitals; general orders in relation to the 
medicul department; genecal orders containing 
regulations relating to hospitals, and copies of let- 
'| ters conveying instructions in regard to hospitals, 
|| dated, respectively, January 28, August 5, and 
| December 31, 1863, and January 29, 1864; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia, 


EXTENSION OF BOUNTIES. 
Mr. WILSON. I ask leave to submit a reso- 


lution. Ido not wish to have action upon it to- 
night; but I desire to introduce it now, and | 
should like to have it read so that Senators may 
reflect upon it by to-morrow: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to consider the expediency of extending the pro 
visious of the joint resolution of January 13, 1864, concerh- 
| ing bounties, to the Ist day of April next. 











| 





1 CONSOLIDATION OF SURVEYING DISTRICTS. 
|] 


| Mr. HARLAN. I move to postpone all prior 
orders, and take up Senate bill No. 117. It will 
| take but a moment to pass it. 
|| The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 4s 
|| in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (S. No. 117) to provide for the con- 
_ solidation of certain surveyor generals’ districts. 
it directs that, until otherwise directed by law, 
|| the surveying district of public lands for the Ter- 
|| ritory of New Mexico shall be extended to em- 
| brace the Territory of Arizona; that the survey- 
ing district of public lands of Colorado shall be 
'| extended to embrace the Territory of Idaho; thet 
| the surveying distriet of public lands of Oregon 
i shall be extended to embrace the Territory of 
| Washington; that the surveying district of pub- 
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lic lands of Kansas and Nebraska shall be ex- 
tended to embrace the Territory of Dakota; and 
yroposes to repeal all acts and parts of acts cre- 
ating the offices of surveyor generals for the Ter- 
ritories respectively added or attached to other 
surveying districts ar this act; and allthe books, 
papers, and records belonging to the surveying 
districts hereby discontinued and attached to the 
other districts, are to be transferred to and depos- 
ited in the offices of the surveyor generals to 
whoge districts those territorial districts have been 
ae attached. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PAY OF COLORED TROOPS. 
Mr. WILSON. I now move to take up the 


joint resolution we had under consideration a 
short time since, to equalize the pay of soldiers, 
with a view of leaving it as the unfinished busi- 
ness. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the joint resolution (S. No. 23) to equal- 
ize the pay of soldiers of the United States Army. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I move that the Sen- 


ate proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


ness. 
The mation was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in the consideration of executive busi- 


ness, the doors were reopened, and the Senate | 


adjourned ‘ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 25, 1864. 
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Senate amendments, and asking a committee of 
conference. It is a bill (H. R. No. 26) to revive 
the grade of lieutenant general in the A rmy of the 
United States. 
Mr. FINCK. 


I object. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for the | 


regular order of business. 
FREEDMEN’S AFFAIRS, 
The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is called for. The call for committees for 
reports is in order; and under that call the House 


resumes the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
51) to establish a Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs, 


on which the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. | 


Davis] is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, addressed the House | 


for an hour. 
the Ap vendix. 
Mr. KNAPP obtained the floor, 
Mr. STEVENS. 
pired, and I propose to go to the business upon 
the Speaker’s table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


[His speech will be published is 


LIEUTENANT GENERAL—AGAIN., 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 


take up the amendments of the Senate to House 


bill No, 26, reviving the grade of lieutenant gen- 


eral in the United States Army. 
Mr. COX. Does not that require a vote? 
The SPEAKER. It does. 
The amendments of the Senate were read. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 move that 


the amendments of the Senate be non-concurred 


conference on the disagreeing votes between the 


SSIONAL GLOBE. 


The morning hour has ex- | 


| forty. 
in, and that the House ask for a committee of |! 


ene 

825 
of the House to put the bill on its age. It 
makes an appropriation for an adjudicated case, 

Mr. HOLMA N objected, 

Mr. STEVENS moved that the bill be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and made the special order for Wednesday 
next, and from day to day until disposed of. 

The motion was bee to. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 
Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 


and Means, reported a bill supplemental to an act 
entitled ** An act to provide ways and means for 
the support of the Government,” approved March 
3, 1863; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. STEVENS, It is important that the bill 
should pass at an early moment, unless there is 
some objection to it. Ll ask that the bill may be 
read, and if there ts no objection L will ask to put 
the bi!l =pon its passage. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. COX. The bill has not been printed, 
Does the gentleman intend to press it to a vote 
to-day? I have noobjection to the consideration 


| of it now if the gentleman does not intend to press 
| it to a vote this morning. 


Mr. STEVENS. If there is any difficulty 


| about it, of course I do not ask to have a vote 


upon it. I willexplain inasingle word whmt the 


| meaning of the billis, and then gentlemen can ob- 


ject or not, as they see fit. 
The first section merely changes the provision 


| of the act of Mareh, 1863, which authorizes the 


loan to be made payable after ten years and within 
W hat is asked here is that §200,000,000 
of that loan—the same loan authorized by that 
act—shall be allowed to be put into the five in- 


two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Speaker 
appointed Messrs. Wasupurne of Illinois, Me- 
Auuister,and Fenton the managers of said con- 
ference on the part of the House. 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask the unanimous con- 


stead of the ten years’ minimum time. There is 
no other change in the first section. The loans 
which have heretofore been made, of $500,000,000, 
were five-twenties. ‘That has been a very pop- 
ular loan, and it was thought it would be very 
likely to be taken if the same five years were in- 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannina. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SOLDIERS OF WAR OF 1812, 
Mr.SPALDING,. lI ask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to introduce a bill granting pen- 

sions to the surviving soldiers of the war of 1812, 

for reference to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Mr. FINCK. I object. 


INTERNAL REVENUE. 


Mr. KALBFLEISCH, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a joint resolution to amend section 
seventy-five of an act entitled **An act to provide 
internal revenue to support the Government and 


to pay interest on the public debt;’”? which was | 


read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 
MEXICO. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I ask the unani- 


mous consent of the House to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution: 








sent of the House for leave to report appropria- 
tion bills from the Committee of Waysand Means, 
especially the deficiency bill, which is needed. 

There was no objection. 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported back the amendments of the 
Senate to House bill No. 156, to supply deficien- 
cies in the apprepriations for the service of the 
fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1864, and for 
other purposes, and moved that it be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and be made the special order for next 
Tuesday, and from day to day until disposed of. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BROOKS. 


Pennsylvania to have the bill and Senate amend- 


T ask the gentleman from || 


| serted in the future loan of $200,000,000. 


The second section provides that where there 
were subscriptions made for five-twenties beyond 


| the law which authorized the issue of $500,000 ,000, 


and the money already paid into the Treasury be- 
fore that law expired, the parties making such 
subscriptions shall have the right to receive five- 
twenties now for the money so paid, That sum 
amounts, | understand, to between ten and eleven 
million dollars. The money was paid into the 
Treasury, but the authority to issue the bonds 
having expired, the Secretary of the Treasury 
asks authority to issue the like kind of bonds for 


| the amount of money already paid. 


There are no other provisions in the bill. 
Mr. BROOKS made an inquiry entirely in- 


audible to the reporter. 


Mr. STEVENS. The bill does not authorize 
any additional loan. It only takes $200,000,000 
from the loan of 1863, which was $900,000,000, 
| and allows them to be issued as five-forties, in- 
| stead of ten-forties. 

Mr. COX. Is the ten or twelve millions pro- 


ments printed; and also to have printed all of the 
estimates and letters from the Departments in ref- 
erence to the several items of appropriations, 

Mr. STEVENS. That would make a volu- 
minous document. 


Mr. BROOKS. 


Resolved, That the President be requested, if not incon- 
sistent with the publie interest, to communicate to this 
House the correspondence ou the present state of Mexico 
since that published by the last Congress. 


Mr. FINCK. I object. I ask to make a state- 
ment, 





I think not. It is information 


Mr. FINCK. 1 object. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


Mr.STEVENS. Yes,sir. The $500,000,000 
had all been taken before the expiration of the 
law, but there had been subscribed ten or eleven 
millions more than was authorized to be issued, 
and this bill gives the Secretary authority to issue 
an additional ten millions for the money which has 

| been paid. 

Mr. COX. Does the gentleman regard that as 
a matter of goos faith with those who have already 
invested in five-twenties? 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 do not know what faith is 
broken by it. [do notknow that there was any un- 
derstanding that no more stock than $500,000,000 
| should be issued. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I object. than the. House and country ooght to have. ] pose . to be issued an increase of those already 
Mr. BOYD. 1 ask to introduce a bill. Mr. STEVENS. If the House does not ob- || °°: 
i} 


ject | will not. They can order it if they wantit. 

Mr. BROOKS. | make the motion that the bill | 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney and amendments of the Senate and the estimates | 
their Secretary snmonnced. that the fusisie was | and other information upon which the appropri- 
passed an act (H. R. No. 26) reviving the grade | ations are founded be printed for the use of the 
of lieutenant general in the United States Army, | House. This bill —— originally reported from 
with amendments, in which the concurrence pf the Commitics of Ways. end: Afcana tg Oy Ht 
the House wad beaméated . ated about seven million dollars. The amena- 

Mr. HUBBARD. of 'fowa. TInsk unanimous ments of the Senate add $93,000,000 to it, making 
consent to iabuiuae a bill for the purpose of ref- $100,000,000in all. Itis necessary fur us to know 
erence, upon what those appropriations are founded. 

Mr. FINCK. Lobject Mr. STEVENS. ‘The Senate added about 

aa F so | eighty-seven million dollars. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. PENDLETON. The request of the gen- 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. tleman from New York is reasonable, and | hope 


It seems to me, considering 
I desire to ‘ s 


| 
, , Perr ll the large amount involved in this Joa at t} 
ask leave of absence for a short time. | it will be granted. the Farge amanes pone, thas-taie 
No objection bei de. | f ab The motion was azreed to || bill should be printed, and undergo some consid- 
grated J n being made, leave of absence was nag : |} eration. I shall not object to reporting the bill at 
° | 


PERUVIAN CLAIMS. 





this time, if the gentleman will allow the bill to 


+ LIEUTENANT GENERAL. Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways || be printed, and its consideration postponed, so 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Task unani- || and Means, reported back Senate bill No. 65, to 


mous consent—and I hope the gentleman from || 
Finck] will not object, as 1 think || 
bjected to nothing of his—to take from the |! 
Sp ake rs table the bill which just came in from 
the Senate, for the purpose of disagreeing to the | 


Ohio {[M r. 


h ive ou 


provide for the payment of the claims of Peruvian 
citizens under the convention between the United 
States and Peru of the 12th of January, 1563. 
The bill was read through. 
Mr. STEVENS. 


lask the unanimous consent 


that we can examine the matter. 
Mr. STEVENS. ‘The gentleman has a right 
to object. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 1 do not object if itis the 
understanding that the bill be printed and post- 
pour d for consideration, 
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Mr. COX. I have no objection to the gentle- 
man going on with the bill if itis not pressed to 
a vote to-day. 

Mr. STEVENS. Letit be read a firstand sec- 
ond time, and I will move to recommit the bill to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

No objection being made, the bill was consid- 
ered as read a first and second time, and recom- 
mitted to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. STEVENS. I now desire to go into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 


upon the naval appropriation bill, 
COMPENSATION OF INSPECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 
Mr. FENTON. I ask the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania to allow me to report back from the 


Committee of Ways and Means, with a view to 
put it upon its passage, the bill to increase the 


| tleman from Lowa explain what this provision in 


compensation of inspectors of customs in certain | 


orts, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will not 
object, provided the billis to go to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FENTON. I withdraw the request. 

DISPOSITION OF CAPTURED COTTON. 

Mr. KASSON, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, reported 
back bill of the House No. 213, relative to the 


capture of cotton and the disposition thereof by | 


the military forces of the United States, and 
moved that it be recommitted and printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS. I now insist on my motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The rules were accordingly suspended; and the | 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wasun- | 


puRNE, Of Illinois, in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the naval appropriation bill. 
Mr. KASSON. I wantto call the attention of 
the committee this morning to that feature of the 
bill to which IT called the attention of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means yes- 
tevday, and in order to do that I ask the unani- 
mous 
item appropriating for Mare island, California. 
‘There was no objection, and the item was read, 
as follows: 
For building marine barracks, officers’ quarters, and gate- 
way at navy-yard,.Mare island, California, $150,781 30. 
Mr. KASSON. The error arose from inad- 
vertence in finally passing on the bill in Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. My colleagues on 
the committee will remember that we endeavored 
to apply to these items that principle of appropri- 
ation that what is necessary to be done immedi- 
ately for the efficiency of the service in the pres- 





consent of the committee to go back to the | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


and for the purpose of bringing the matter be- 
fore the committee I will move to strike out from 
the one hundred and fifty-third and one hundred 
and fifty-fourth lines the words ** officers’ quar- 
ters and gateway,’’and to strike out from the one 
hundred and fifty-fifth line * $150,781 30,’ and 
to insert in lieu thereof ** $39,058 44.”’ 

Mr. HIGBY. I would like to have the gen- 


relation to a gateway 1s. 
Mr. KASSON. I will answer the question. 
The chief of the bureau having charge of the sub- 


ject was before the committee, and we found that | 
this matter was simply what it purports to be, the | 


erection of anentrance which, some of these days, 
will undoubtedly be magnificent, admirable, and 
attractive; but thatit is notnecessary for the pur- 


pose of the Navy at the present time, or perhaps | 


for some years to come. 


Mr. HIGBY. I wish the gentleman from Towa | 


to tell me where this $30,000 is to applied? 

Mr. KASSON. 
should be added to the unexpended balance of 
$100,000, and it would be left to be appropriated 
for building the marine barracks. 

Mr. HIGBY. ‘This is not to affect the appro- 
priation for barracks? 

Mr. KASSON. No, sir. 

The question was taken on Mr. Kasson’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend the clause 
in regard to the Philadelphia navy-yard, by strik- 
ing out ‘* for the purchase of two lots adjoining 


| navy-yard, Philadelphia, extending from Front 
| street to the commissioners’ line in the Delaware 


river, ata price notexceeding $90,000—$214,945,”’ ] 


and inserting ‘*$124,000;”’ so that it will read: 


Philadelphia: 


For repairs of dry-dock, pitch-house, dredging ; repairs of | 


damage to store by fire, and fur repairs of all kinds, $124,000, 

That amount will cover all thatisestimated for 
by the Department, deducting the item of $260,000 
for the dry-dock, which the Committee of Ways 
and Means seems to have stricken out. Asa 


much better argument on this subject than any [ | 
can offer, | desire to submit the views of the chair- 


' man of the Committee of Ways and Means on 


ent war ought to be appropriated for, and that || 
what could be postponed without detriment to | 


the public service ought to be postponed, 


In that view, Lnow propose, and I believe that in | 


doing it Lam in accordance with the Committee 
of Ways and Means, to strike out some of the 
items included in this clause. Taking them in their 
order, as they are to be found on page 255 of the 
‘Treasury estimates, | propose to strike out the 
appropriation for the commandant’s house, for 
the captain's house, for bachelors’ quarters, and 
for the gateway. 
Mr. SHANNON, 


What gateway is that? 
Mr. KASSON. 


It is the main gateway of the 


yard, for which this estimate is thought neces- | 


sary. 


| will make my statement plain with the esti- | 


mates before me. The estimate upon which this 
appropriation is made amounts to $250,781 30, 
on which estimate there is applicable an existing 


appropriation previously made of $100,000, thus 


In orcer to make up that amount they have em- 


braced these several items and amounts: for men’s || 


quarters, $139,058 44; for commandant’s house, 
twenty-seven thousand and odd dollars; for cap- 
tain’s house, thirteen thousand and odd dollars; 
for quartermaster’s house, thirteen thousand and 


odd dollars; for bachelors’ quarters, thirty-six | 


thousand and odd dollars; for gateway, twenty 
thousand and odd dollars. 


_ Now, my object is to reduce the appropria- | 
tion tothe amountthat may perhaps be necessary || 


for present purposes there, which would be done 
by simply making provision for men’s quarters; 


this subject at last session. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


*“ For dock; dredging; repairs of all kinds, and for the 
purchase of two lots adjoining the navy-yard, extending 
from Front street to the commissioner’s line in the Dela- 
ware river, upon condition that a more extensive navy-yard 
shall not be provided for on said river, $236,458. 

“Mr. STEVENS. 
‘kinds,’ in the first line, and to insert * $50,000 ;’ so as to 


make it read, ‘for dock; dredging; repairs of all kinds, | 


$50,000.’ 

“*Mr. Chairman, I know something about the two lots re- 
ferred to in this clause, and I think the price fixed is about 
three times the amount they are worth. 


propriation bill. If the lots are tobe purchased atall, there 


ought to be a commission appointed to examine them and | 


determine their value. From my own knowledge of them, 
I think the price named here is three times what they are 
worth. 

“Mr. Lovesoy. 


cessary to take League Island? 
“Mr. Stevens. Not at all. 
ence on that question. 


cause | know it would be a bad speculation.”’ 


The argument made by the chairman of the 
Committee of Waysand Means seems unanswer- 


|| able, and I presume there will be no objection to | 


striking out this item. 

Mr. STEVENS. At the time this appropria- 
tion bill was up last year the Committee of Ways 
and Means had no information on the subject ex- 
cept what was contained in the estimate. I had 
been informed by some persons who I suppose 
did notlike this negotiation that the price was too 


' ' | high. This year the Superintendentof Yards and 
making for all these items $150,781 30 additional. || 


Docks came again before us, after having found 
that it could still be gotat the same price for which 
it was offered last year, and asked that it be added 
tothe navy-yard. I took the pains when in Phila- 
delphia to look into this matter. I found that it 
wasanentirelydifferent thing from whatithad been 
represented to me before., Although I had taken 


the responsibility of moving to strike it out before, | 


on representations which [ thought were true, I 
found that they came from rival speculators. 
The admiral convinced the Committee of Ways 
and Means that this piece of ground was abso- 
lutely necessary, whether League Island were 
accepted or not. He informed us that if League 


We merely proposed that it | 


I move to strike out all alter the word | 


I do not myselt | 
think it proper to make a purchase of this kind in an ap- |) 


} would ask the gentleman whether, if | 
these lots are not purchased, it will become any more ne- | 


I suppose it has no influ- | 
I cannot vote for this purchase, be- | 
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Island were accepted it would take some eight o- 
ten years before that place would be ina condition 
to be used for the purpose of re airing vessels 
The Committee of Ways and Means was ep. 
tirely satisfied that this proposition was rioht 
and that the adding of this piece of ground to the 
navy-yard would save great expense to the Goy. 
ernment either in getting up a new navy-yard be- 
low, on the Delaware, or sending vessels to Boston 
for repairs which could be done at the Philadel. 
| phia navy-yard. The Committee of Ways and 
Means, therefore, was of unanimous opinion that 
this appropriation should be made. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania be kind enough to state whether, in 
| the event of a naval station being established a: 
| New London or at League Island, this appropria- 

tion of $90,000 would not be an entirely useless 
| expenditure of money; also, what is the extent 
of this piece of ground for which itis proposed to 
pay $90,000 ? 

Mr. STEVENS. We asked that question of 
| the admiral. He said he thosght it would not 
| affect the necessity for the appropriation; that if 
\| they determined upon another site fora navy-yard 
it would take ten years before it could be put into 
a condition so as to be serviceable for the pur- 
poses needed. 

I will mention while 1 am up that the commit- 
tee agreed under the recommendation of Admiral 
| Smith to transfer the appropriation made last year 
of $750,000 for a dock at the navy-yard at New 
York—to transfer so much as is necessary, 
$26,000, for a dock or some convenience of that 
_ kind at Philadelphia, and a like amount for the 
New York yard, allowing the balance to go back 
|, into the Treasury. We have provided in this 
| bill for the transfer of that appropriation, under 
the earnest request of those who have it in charge 
at the Navy Department. By this transfer some 
five hundred and sixty thousand dollars would go 
back into the Treasury. This, then, by reason 
of that transfer, becomes an imperative necessity. 
Under all of the circumstances it must be admit- 
ted that this is necessary for the repair of our 
vessels, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask the gentleman what is 
| the area of the Jand that it is proposed to pur- 
chase ? 
| Mr.STEVENS. A little over one hundred 
feet of water front; perhaps one hundred and ten 
fect. I know that it is over one hundred feet. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman let m 
ask him another question? Will the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means furnish the 
House with the data upon which the appropria- 
tion is founded? There is no recommendation of 
the Secretary of the Navy. Certainly, if there is 
any recommendation, from the Navy Department 
in favor of this appropriation, it ought to be put 
in the possession of the House. 

Mr. STEVENS. I stated before that last year 
the Navy Department did recommend it, but that 
I became possessed of information to induce me 
to believe it was a job, and it was rejected. Th 
| Department said that as the House had struck it 
out on the motion of the Committee of Ways and 
Means they would not renew it until we were sat- 
isfied the title could be made and the price was& 
proper one. Hence it was left out, and brought 
| in afterwards by Admiral Smith in the way I have 

mentioned. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Allow whatever recommenta- 
tion wasmade to be laid before the House. | do 
not think that the House ought to appropriate so 
large a sum without definite information. 

Mr. STEVENS. Admiral Smith was before 
the committee in person with maps and plans, 
and made a verbal statement. e did not ask 
him to reduce it to writing. 

Mr. BRANDEGEE. | move to strike out the 
last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I have been a little surprised, 
when an appropriation is proposed upon this floor 
in favor of Pennsylvania, to notice the want 0! 
alacrity on the part of the able delegation from 
that State in coming forward to its defense whe" 
it is objected to. Itis certainly in extraordinary 
contrast to their readiness in advocating an &p- 
propriation for $700,000 to Pennsylvania in 4 
early part ofthe session. I propose now to wan ‘ 

| up as the champion of that State, and especialy 
| of the Philadelphia navy-yard. If I understan 














| the proposition before the House, the Committee 
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of Ways and Means have, in the usual way, re- } 
sorted an appropriation of $90,000 for the exten- 
sa or enlargement of the present navy-yard at 
Philadelphia. ‘That appropriation has been ap- 
proved unanimously by the Committee on Naval 
‘Aqairs, who are supposed to be conversant with 
that special subject. : 

j understand it to be objected by the gentle- 
man from Indiana, (Mr. Hotman,] that this thing 
has not been estimated for and recommended by 
the Navy Department. Ifthe a will turn 
to the report of the chief of Yards and Docks, 
who has these matters specially in charge, he will 
find the following: 


«“ The extent of the present yard is entirely too small for 
the object in view, but land and good water front adjacent, 
cufficient to inerease the yard to about double its present 
area, can be obtained ata fair price, say about $300,000.” 

| hold in my hand a letter from the command- 
ant of the yard, addressed to the members of Con- 
cress from Pennsylvania upon this floor at the 
iast session of Congress, and I suppose his facts 
and reasons exist now as then. It is as follows: 

PHILADELPHIA, June 19, 1862. 

Dear Str: When L last wrote to you I did so through 

an amanuensis. Lam not much better now, but must again 


bring to your notice the interests of our navy-yard. This 
new project of the Mayer and City Councils of moving the 


THE CO 


| SHerman, Mr. €rarx, and Mr. Henpricks as 


| at New London, Connecticut, or League Islanc 
I think this expenditure would be wisely made. 





yard to League Island is all a matter of speculation with 
a party here to draw four or five million dollars from the 
Government, out of which they would make splendid for- 
tunes, While the United States would be a loser at every 
turn. If the city even buys the property, and presents it to 
the Government, the latter would still be a loser, for it 
would take atleast four or five years to prepare the place be- 
fore an attempt could be made to use it, and this, too, at 
an outlay of millions ; besides, the island is unfit for it, being 
constantly overflowed, which would render an immense ex- 
penditure necessary for filling in, wharfing, making docks, 
&e., &e. Now, at our present location we have most of 
the requisites for a very efficient navy-yard. 

We have a floating dry dock, surpassed by none in the 
world, erected at a cost of over a million dollars, which 
would be efitirely destroyed by this removal, and another 
one be necessary at the new location, costing perhaps double 
thesum. We have ship-houses, timber-sheds, store-houses, 
work-shops, steam-works, and almost all we need to make 
ours a first-class yard, and all those buildings built and paid 
for. All we want is more space, which we can have to a || 
large extent south of us, the property—Merrick’s and all— |} 
with the additional buildings necessary for our purposes, 
not costing one twentieth of the sum which League Island 
wouldcost. Besides, it is absolutely necessary for the pro- 
tection of the Government interests that we should have | 
and acquire the two adjoining lots at once; for, admitting 
the probability of removing the present yard to League I[sl- | 
and, long before we could occupy that place the Govern- 
ment would lose five times the amount asked for the lots 
because of the unnecessary labor we have to perform in 
consequence of our crowded space as I endeavored to show 
you in my last letter. Whatever be the result of the present 
movement, these lots ought to be bought, in order to save 
nore than five times their cost, and besides, cud the matter 
as it may, the property will be increasing in value every 
year, and would far more than pay for itself if eventually 
sold, 

Will vou give this matter your attention, and endeavor 
lo geLan appropriation forthe purchase, giving us a chance 
to dothe United States justice in our operations, and saving 
vast sums of money now expended for useless labor, if we 
had this space to operate upon? 

Signed by commandant of yard or his secretary. 

G. J. PENDERGRAST, 
“ommandant. 

Therefore it comes to us recommended by the 
chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, com- 
mended by the commandant of the yard, approved 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, and also 
recommended by the Committee on Naval Af | 
fairs. The present yard consists of only seven- | 
teen acres, the smallest navy-yard in the United 
9,. , a : 

States. This proposed addition will nearly double 
its capacity. Every gentleman must be sensi- 
ble that with the addition to our Navy in the 
‘ast two years, with the improvement in naval || 
architecture which has entirely revolutionized 
that service in the world, there exists a very large | 
necessity for increased naval accommodations. I | 
do not suppose tiis enlargement will meet that 
hecessity, but Ido suppose that if the Govern- 
ment enlarges this yard, as a matter of economy, 
‘0 make it useful for any purpose, it will obviate | 
the necessity of this immense swindle which is 
contemplated concerning League Island, which 
would cost the Government untold millions of 


dollars. I shall yote for this proposition as a 
Stopper to that. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose; and the House 
received a message from the Senate, by Mr. For- 
NEY, their Secretary, informing the Saotiis that 
the Senate had rescinded its agreement to the re- | 
port of the committee of conference on the disa- || 
sfeeing votes of the two Houses on the bill (H. 1 











. No. 122) to increase the internal revenue, and 


| for other purposes, and further insisted upon its 


third, fifteenth, and sixteenth amendments to the 
said bill, disagreed to by the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and agreed to a further committee of 
conference asked for by the House of Represent- 
atives on the said bill; and had appointed Mr. 


such committee on the part of the Senate. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL——AGAIN. 


The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Ifthe appropriation of this 
sum of money will, as seems to be the argument 
of the gentleman from Connecticut, dispense with 
the necessity of expending vast sums of aoe 

’ 


But if the gentleman means that this sum of money 
should be appropriated for the benefit of the Phil- 
adelphia navy-yard for the mere purpose of an 
argument against the purchase of League Island, 
I should protest against such motives in legisla- 
tion. The gentleman seems to apprehend that 
unless the Philadelphia navy-yard is enlarged 
**the League Island swindle’’—I indulge in mere 
eee be consummated, and if ‘the 

eague Island swindle’’ is not consummated, then 
that the New London project will be adopted. 
That may or may not be considered the fair and 
legitimate inference from the gentleman’s argu- 
ment. I therefore freely yield to the gentieman 
from Connecticut to state whether he considers 
that this appropriation of $90,000 for the purpose 
of nearly doubling, as is said by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Stevens,] the capacity 
of the Philadelphia yard will be able to dispense 
with the necessity of laying out a vast sum of 
money in the future in establishing a navy-yard 
either at New London or at League Island. So 
far as | am concerned, representing a western con- 
stituency, among whom no money for such pur- 
poses isexpended, and where the subject ofecon- 
omy has more weight than any local consideration, 
if the gentleman says that the enlargément of the 
Philadelphia navy-yard will dispense with the 
necessity of founding a navy-yard to be com- 
pleted, as the gentleman from Pennsylvania says, 
years hence, at New London or League Island, 
Il think the appropriation of this $90,000 will be 
well made. 

Mr. BRANDEGEE, by unanimous consent, 
withdrew his amendment 

Mr. RICE, of-Massachusetts. I renew the 
amendment. [hope, Mr. Chairman, that this ap- 
propriation will not be hazarded by complicating 
it with any other scheme, whether at League 
Island or elsewhere. 

The simple fact in regard to this matter, so far 
as | know—and I believe | understand it pretty 
well—is that the necessity for enlarging the navy- 
yard at Philadelphia arises from the greatly in- 
creased number of vessels inthe Navy. Itis pre- | 
cisely the same reason which requires an enlarge- 
ment of the navy-yard at Boston, and which will 
require increased facilities for repairing ships at 
Norfolk, Port Royal, and Key West. The facili- 
ties which the Government at present possesses 
for carrying on this work are entirely too small. 
I had recently an opportunity of making a per- 
sonal inspection of the crowded condition of the 
navy-yard at Philadelphia. Vessels were lying 
three or four deep at the wharves, and it was with 
the utmost difficulty that the operations of the 
yard could be successfully carried on. 

As nearly as I can estimate it, the arnount of | 
space made by this purchase would be equivalent | 
to an enlargement of more than half the present | 
capacity of the yard. 

Aside from immediate facilities for the repair | 
und construction of vessels there, which are very | 


much needed, I think that if this purchase be || 


made the yard will be available for the number | 
of years that must elapse before it will be possi- 
ble to construct a new navy-yard at any other 
point, and that the value of the property will be 
likely to be greatly enhanced at the time the Gov- 
ernment will have to dispose of it, instead of de- 
creasing in value. 

I hope no opposition will be made to this appro- 
priation, because I believe that the purchase of 


this tract of land will be a very economical oper- || 


ation for the Government. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I would ask the gentleman 
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— 
from Massachusetts whether the enlargement of 
the navy-yard at Philadelphia to the extent now 
proposed will dispense with the necessity of build- 
ing a navy-yard either at League Island or at New 
London, Connecticut? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I will say to 
my friend from Indiana that I do not think the 
purchase of this piece of land has any connection 
with the subject of building a navy-yard at League 
Island or anywhere else. The project of build- 
ing a navy-yard at League Island is connected 
with the idea of constructing iron naval vessels. 
The idea is not to build a new navy-yard like the 
existing yards of the country, buta yard that 
shall be especially adapted to the construction of 
iron sea-going vessels and other vessels of a sim- 
ilar description, and itis not at all likely, as I said 
before, that the purchase of this piece of prop- 
erty will affect in one way or the other the estab- 
lishment of a navy-yard at League Island. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Do the Committee on Nava’ 


Affairs propose to report a bill for the purpose af 


| establishing a navy-yard either at League Island 


or New London during the present session of 
Congress ? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I will say, in 
reply to the gentleman from Indiana, that that is 
one of the subjects now under consideration by 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. Under the or- 
der of this House, that committee have had the 
subject under very careful and laborious consid - 
eration and investigation for several weeks, and 
have examined some of the spots at which it is 
proposed to locate this yard. They will be pre- 
pared to report as soon as they shall have pos- 
sessed themselves of the facts in the case in order 
that they may present to the House reasons for 
or against. But the recommendation of this ap- 
propriation by the committee has no connection 
with the League Island scheme. 

Mr. SPALDING. I hope the amendment of 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Horman] will 
As a member of the Committee on 


| Naval Affairs | have been very strenuous in my 
| efforts to cut down to the lowest possible extent 





| 


| I do not think it isin Philadelphia. 


the appropriations for the Navy, but Iam led ta 
believe from the testimony which was adduced 
before the committee that the sums appropriated 
for the extension of the yard at Boston, and the 
extension of the yard at Philadelphia, are imper- 
atively necessary to the success of our Navy at the 
present time, I think there isno one appropriation, 
no one item in this bill, more material to the best 
interests of the Navy than are these two, I say 
this without reference to League Island or any 
other navy-yard within the United States. I speak 
only in regard to the interests of the Navy as in- 
volved in this question, I think the best interests 
of the country require us to make this appropri- 
ation, 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, withdrew his 
amendment. 

Mr. O’NE!LL, of Pennsylvania. I move to 
amend the amendment by striking out the last 
word. I donot know, Mr. Chairman, thatit was 
necessary for the gentleman from Connecticut 
[Mr. Branvecee} to rise in his place and under- 
take to defend the interests of the State of Penn- 
sylvania. Ido not know that this is the time for 
members from Pennsylvania to be drawn into @ 
discussion of the merits of League Island or the 
merits of New London asa naval station. Itmay 
do very well forthe gentleman from Connecticut 
to endeavor to prejudice the Committee of the 
Whole in regard to League Island, but I do not 
think he has succeeded in the remarks he has 
made. Siy, | waited for the chairman of the Na- 
val Committee to let us know something about 
the $90,000 proposed to be appropriated here. 
We have heard now from the chairman; we have 
heard from other members of that committee. 
do not think this committee is now willing to be 
drawn into the discussion as to where a great iron 
naval station should be located. 

I do not know where the big swindle is of which 
the gentleman spoke. Itmay bein New London. 
I think we 
have presented tothe Naval Committee a location 
foran iron naval station which is the best the 
country affords, and I am glad to be able to ex 
press my belief that that question will be consid- 
ered fairly by the Naval Committee. When that 
committee shall report we will then have before 
us all the facts, on which we can act with intelli- 
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gence and authority. The members from Penn- 
sylvania are willing, on this very small matter of 
an appropriation of $90,000, to leave it to be de- | \ 
cided by the committee which has had all the || favorofthisenlargement of the Philadelphia navy- 


| 
| and you, Mr. Chairman, will do me the justice to 





( efore it, yard upon the ground that it was recommended 
| think the committee has given us views on || by the proper Department, and from the proper 
the subject which show that this appropriation || committee of this House. 

rhould be made and this strip of land bought. || It will be seen that this is the smallest yard in 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and || the country, comprising only seventeen acres. It 
Means has informed us that it is a mere strip of || was tried to its utmost capacity before the war, 


fa 


one hundred feet water front, to be added to the || and tried far beyond its capacity since, so that | 


Philadelphia navy-yard. He tells us that it is || vessels are compelled to be sent to New England 


necessary. Admiral Smith, chief af the Bureau |; and southern yards, where they could gain en- | 


of Yards and Docks, approves of it! Certainly || trance with much more ease than at this yard. 
he dees! He may have told the gentleman from || This will increase the now limited facilities of the 


Connecticut that now was his opportunity to || Philadelphia navy-yard, and the land is offered | 


strike a blow at League Island by asserting that |) ata fair price; and we are told that the Govern- 
the chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks was || ment can get back all that it will pay for it, and 
willing that Philadelphia should have an exten- erhaps more, if we ever wish to sell that yard. 
rion of one hundved feet to her navy-yard, pro- pre 
vided the gentleman from Connecticut and those || vote I shall give upon this appropriation. 
opposing League Island would satisfy the House || The amendment, by unanimous consent, was 
that Philadelphia and Pennsylvania were getting || withdrawn. 

a great boon from the Government. Lam notsur- || — Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. — I renew 
prised atthe letter which the gentleman from Con- || the amendment; and I do so, Mr, Chairman, for 
necticut has read from the commandant of the || the purpose of advocating the original proposi- 
navy-yard, That commandant is neither a Phil- || tion of the Committee of Ways and Means. My 


| 


adelphian nor a Pennsylvanian in sentiment. It || action will not be controlled by the reasons which | 
would suit me if the Secretary of the Navy would || seem to govern the gentleman from Connecticut, | 


have some one presiding over that yard as com- || [Mr. BranpeGee,}] whose hostility to the estab- || 
mandant more in unison with the feeling of Phil- || lishment of an iron-clad navy-yard at League 


adelphia and Pennsylvania on the subject of || Island, in the Delaware river, and which grows 
League Island. May Lask the gentleman whether || out of the fear he has for his own pet project 
that letter was not written by Commodore Strib- lat New London, has been thrust forward in 
ling? | this debate without the least pretext for it. | 

Mr. BRANDEGEE. No, sir. | deem, sir, that the proposed enlargement of the 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Pennsylvania. By Com- || Philadelphia navy-yard is called for by the best 
modore Pendergrast? | interests of the Government. If at any future 

Mr. BRANDEGEE. Yes, sir. | period a navy-yard should be constructed at 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Pennsylvania, Commodore ee Island, as I trust that it soon will be, and 
Pendergrast is dead and gone. I think he died || it shall become necessary to sell this land, the 
while commandantof the Philadelphia navy-yard || Government will lose nothing, but, on the con- 
many months ago. He has been succeeded by || trary, will be able to dispose of it at an enhanced 
another commandantequally hostile tothe League || price. The appropriation isa necessary one, and 
island project. Lam not aware thateither of them |! 1s, we are told by the Department, as economical 
knew or knows anything about League island. || as it could be made with a view to answer the de- 
Iam sure the knowledge of these officers as to || mands of the Navy. The reasons advanced by 
the value of this island for the purposes of a great || the Committee of Ways and Means for the ap- 
naval station for iron vessels and armature, with || propriation are plain and practical; it is founded 
their known prejudices against the location, is || upon the estimates and recommendations of the 
not to be relied on, as is the experience of those | Department; it is needed and judicious, and I 
who have lived upon and near it and know its | 








every foot of land. 

I merely rose, Mr. Chairman, to say that the |! be no nervousness on the part of the member from 
Pennsylvania delegation did not desire this pro- || Connecticut [Mr. Branpecee] in reference to the 
ject to be discussed upon a mere collateral appro- | delegation upon this floor from Pennsylvania. We 
re, which, in the good judgment of the || are not now considering the claim of Connecticut 
Naval Committee, has been recommended as || for a new navy-yard, nor whether an iron-clad 
necessary for the purposes of the Navy. | navy-yard shall be established at League Island. 

Mr. BRANDEGEE. Toppose the amendment. || The gentleman has propounded the question why 
I never knew, Mr. Chairman, a gentleman pre- || we do not take more interest in this matter. Sir, 
face his speech with a declaration thatit was to be || I beg leave to say to the House—and I will be 
a shortone that he did not makea long one; and I |; sustained by the Representatives from Pennsyl- 
never knew anybody tocommence by deprecating || vania on both sides of the House—that we take 
discussion that did not go into adiscussion. The |! a more enlarged view of ourduties. We are not 
gentleman from Pennsylvania deprecates drag- || confined to the narrow limits of a State; we are 
ging this controversy before the committee, and || here as the representatives of the whole country. 
immediately thereafler he goes at some length— |} While we feel State pride, as all men do, yet, 
certainly within the limit of his time, but filling || sir, we act with reference to the merits or demerits 
his time—into a discussion of this swindle of the || of the measures presented for our consideration. 
Delaware. Now, sir, this committee will bear || Gentlemen will find that we do not advocate 


} 
} 
j 
| 


me witness that 1 only introduced this question |; League Island or any other place as Pennsylva- | 
by the letter of the commandant of the Philadel- || nians. We do not advocate it because it is lo- |! 


plia navy-yard—the late commandant who I am || cated in Pennsylvania or near Philadelphia. I 
now informed for the first time is dead and gone, || come myself from the interior of the State, and | 


and who itis strongly intimated died because he | do not advocate it because it is upon the border of 


was notin unison with the people of Philadelphia || Peansylvania. We take a more enlarged view 
on this question. I quoted that letter for this || of the question; and when it comes fairly before 
reason: the gentleman frem Indiana [Mr. Hot- || us we will decide that which is best for the Amer- 
MAN] Stated that there was not a line or word of || ican Navy. Ido not see why there is this ex- 
recommendation from any officer of the Navy || traordinary clamor and this nervousness because 
Department or of the Governmentin favor of this || perchance the establishment of a navv-yard at 
appropriation, of any officer who was conversant et Island may be advocated here by gentle- 
with the subject, and I quoted that letter as the || men from Pennsylvania. 
very highest authority, If anybody knew the Mr. Clairman, permit to say to the House, 
necessilies and capacity of the yard it must be || that if League Island has not advantages to rec- 
the commandant, | ommend it to the favorable consideration of the 
In that letter addressed tothe Pennsylvania del- || House, let some other place be selected; but until 
egation in Congress were certain charges against || it is demonstrated before the House and we are 
the League Island project. Lam not the maker || entirely convinced that League Island has not 


ef the note. Ido not know that I am the in- || superior claims, let us pass on to the public busi- 


1} 
| 
| 


dorser, I gave itcurrency believing it to be true, || ness that demands our attention. 
and I wanted it to go before the committee and Mr.GRISWOLD. Me. Chairman, asa mem- 
\\ ber of the Naval Committee, | must enter my pro- 


the country. 


ial a Sortie ° frst ap oe | 
I think that the committee will bear me witness, | 


acknowledge that I put my action and vote in | 


t is upon these considerations I predicate the | 


trust that it willsecure the approval of the House. | 
Mr. STROUSE. Mr. Chairman, there need | 
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test against a discussion relative to the merits of 

eague Island or New London, or any other jo. 
cation, in connection with this simple question of 
the purchase of additional land for the en| 
ment of the Philadelphia navy-yard, 

So far as | know, sir, the members of thatcom- 
mittee have taken up this question upon its mer. 
itsalone. They have not been influenced in thei, 
recommendation upon asimple point of this kind 

|, by the feelings or interests either of League |s|- 
and or New London, of Pennsylvania or Connoe. 
ticut. We have taken it upasa business matter 
considering the importance of the enlargement of 
the navy-yard upon the grounds SO well stated 
not only by members of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, but by members of the Naval Com. 
mittee, and we have, as our unanimous opinion, 
come to the conclusion that the purchase of this 
little tract of land will be of great benefit to the 
country, inasmuch as it will nearly double the 
| facilities of the navy-yard at Philadelphia. 
| I rose simply to protest as a member of the 
Naval Committee against this matter being in- 
volved in any degree in the consideration of the 
question of a future navy-yard and its location, 
Mr. KELLEY. I coneur, Mr. Chairman, in 
the propriety of the remark of the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Griswotp,] that we should ex- 
elude from the discussion now pending all con- 
siderations with reference to the question of anew 
| navy-yard for iron vessels. ‘That will be before 
us atanearly day, when I shall be prepared to 
show, and think | shall be sustained by the facts 
of the case, where that yard should. be located. 
But that question has no connection with the one 
now before the committee, and should be excluded 
| from the discussion. 

Sir, wharfage and dockage are the great wants 

of our Navy at this time, and Laffirm wi{hout fear 
| of contradiction that to-day, at this very hour, 
|| there are more Government vessels lying in hired 
| docks and at hired wharves in the city of New 
|| York alone than there were in the American Navy 
| on the day on which the rebellion broke out, 
| Within two weeks past a majority of the mem- 
|| bers of the Naval Committee have seen that the 
|| docks and wharves for a considerable distance 
| south of the Philadelphia yard are rented by the 
|| Government, and that our vessels in large num- 
|| bers are lying at them; so too to the north of the 
|| yard several docks and some of the finest wharves 
|| are engaged by the Government and occupied by 
transports and other vessels. 
|| During the last Congress I opposed the ow 
| chase of the strip of land for the purchase of which 
|| it is now proposed to make an appropriation. | 
did it because I then thought a job was attempted, 
| inasmuch as a price beyond what it was worth 
| was asked for the land; but the proviso in this 
|| bill limits the purchase money to $90,000, and 
|| my judgmentis that it will be a bargain at a price 
|| within that sum. It has a valuable though not 
|| extensive wharf front, and it cuts off the southern 
| boundary of the yard from the line of a street laid 
|| down on the plan of Philadelphia, and which will 
|| be opened to travel; so that should that yard be 
\| exposed for sale for commercial or general pur- 
| poses its market value will be enhanced far more 
|| than $90,000 by the Government owning the street 
| front along its southern and longest boundary. 
|| LT hope, sir, that by the future legislation of this 
| session a necessity will be created for the early 
sale of that yard, and thus the $90,000 to be ap- 
propriated by this bill be converted into a much 
larger sum for the Treasury atan early day. This 
| purchase will meet a present and pressing want 
| of the Navy. Having opposed this purchase dur- 
|| ing the last Congress, I feel it is but justice to 
|, myself and those who remember my vote on that 
|| oceasion to say that on the terms proposed by 


| 


the present bill I think we could not do a more 

|| judicious thing than to provide for the purchase. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Is not the amount now pro- 

| posed the same that was proposed in the last Con- 

|| gress? | 

| Mr. KELLEY. No, sir; the sum was then 

' 


arge- 





one hundred and twenty thousand dollars odd, if I 
| remember, and that is a very material difference. 
|| Iam not sure that it was not $150,000. 
|| Mr. Houman’s amendment was rejected. De 
|| Mr.HOLMAN, I move toamend by striking, 
|| out the appropriation of $30,000 for completion 
extension of building at Pensacola. While I am 
| not opposed to proper appropriations tor the re- 
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yair and kee} , 
oe ds on the seaboards, [ cannot but feel that these 


iwo appropriauons for Norfolk and Pensacola of 
e sum of money are of a very questionable 
character. One of these navy-yards is destroyed ; 
other, situated on the coast of Florida, cannot 
available for any general purposes. 


a arg 


the 


be made 


jing in full operation of the navy- || 
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gentleman in regard to the necessity of protecting 
American commerce, It Is as much a source of 
disappointment and mortification to me as it can 
be to him or any other American, that our com- 
merce should be to sogreatan extent driven from 


| the seas, and that the carrying trade of the world 


We are keeping up and enlarging so many of | 


these navy-yards that the expense is becoming | 


enormous. It is well to consider the result, I 
have looked over the naval appropriations for 
some years past, including the year preceding the 


war, and I find that as late as 1860 the appropri- | 


ation for the Navy was but $12,000,000; in 1862 
it was $30,456,294; in 1863 it was $42,741] ,336; in 
1264 it was $92,713,205. And now the Secretary 
of the Navy asksan appropriation of $142,618,785. 
Thus from an appropriation of $12,000,600 at the 
beginning of the war, with a respectable Navy 
then in the service, we have increased by rapid 
progress until $142,000,000 are now required, a 
sum double the whole expenditure at the close of 
the last Administration; and, sir, you have no as- 
surance that this enormous increase will not con- 
tinue in the future, year after year, if the present 
order of things shall continue. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if there had been a cor- 
responding benefit from this extraordinary in- 
crease of the Navy, no citizen should utter a word 
of complaint about it; but with all of this extraor- 
dinary outlay in the building and purchase of 
vessels, it seems to be a fact, a most humiliating 
one, that we have not a vessel engaged in our 
trans-Atlantic commerce that floats under the 
American flag. I should hope, out of a just na- 
tional pride, that this was an error. Our ships 
are being sold to English and French owners—lI 
say it with reluctance—that they may sail in safety 
under the flags of those countries; a foreign flag 
to protect American commerce! Quite recently 
apprehensions were felt that our possessions on 
the coast of the Pacific would not be safe from the 
piratical marauders which, under the patronage 
of Great Britain, have been sent out to burn and 
destroy our property on the high seas. Thus 
with this lavish appropriation of money, this im- 
mense Navy of six hundred ships, our commerce 
is crippled, virtually destroyed, Our ships are 
either driven from the ocean or placed sale the 
flag of foreign nations. The insignificant navy 
of pirate vessels sent on to the highway of nations 
through the instrumentality of British eupidity, 
without one single harbor subject to the control 
of their owners, is actually employing our whole 
Navy, so far asemployed atall. The great diffi- 
culty, sir, is, not that the Government has not been 


sufficiently lavish in expenditure or our Navy | 


officers and sailors skillful and brave, but that the 
administration of the Navy Department has not 
heen in proper hands. It has indeed, sir, been a 
failure. Such is the judgment of the country. If 
the President of the United States had listened to 


the voice of the country, the condition of the | 


affairs of our Navy might have been greatly 
improved; certainly they could not have been 
worsted. To the want of ability, or at least of 


ability of the proper kind, in the head of the Navy, | 


are to be attributed the misfortunes to our com- 
merce, and the want of life and vigor and activity 
to that branch of the public service. The Amer- 
ican Navy witha proper head, with an able chief, 
could not fail to be salen, Everything that is 
done in that Department seems to be a mistake. 
Up to this time, and with this extraordinary ex- 
penditure of public treasure,we have been scarcely 
able to blockade the ports on our coast against 
a people who have nota single port under their 
control, and who had not a vessel-of-war when 
the war began. 

(Here :he hammer fell.] 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, Iam very much 
Surprised that the gentleman from Indiana should 
make the alleged insufficiency of the Navy a rea- 
Son for withholding the appropriations necessary 
‘0 Keep itin anefficientcondition. If he will turn 
‘o the communication from the chief of the Bu- 
teau of Yards and Docks he will find that the item 
of $50,000 asked for the Pensacola navy-yard is 
Stinply to keep in repair and efficiency the existing 
Meansat that yard, The necessity of doing this 
“ill become very apparent to the mind of any 
gentleman who will fora moment reflect that this 
er the points to which the vessels of the 
wu resort when.they need repairs and supplies. 

‘utvcly sympathize with the remarks of the 











should be transferred from under the American 
flag. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 
The committee informally rose, and a message 
was received from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, its 


Secretary, announcing that the Senate had passed | 


an act relating to acting ussistant paymasters in 
the Navy; in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 


The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. But, Mr. Chair- 
man, | think the gentleman from Indiana is en- 
tirely mistaken in attributing that result to any 
inefficiency upon the partofthe Navy Department. 
If he will recall the increase of faciliues which 
have been made by that Departmentsince the re- 


bellion commenced he will find that there is no 


parallel in the history of the world in the amount 
of labor which has been performed by that De- 
partment. Thereis no record in any time where 
the navy of any country has been increased within 
a space of three years from seventy-six vessels to 
nearly six haiieed. But that, sir, is the case 
with the American Navy. 

Itseems to be a very small matter for one vessel 
at sea to discover another vessel at sea and cap- 
ture her; but it will beapparent tc any one, | pre- 
sume, that itis impossible for any vessel, how- 
ever swift, tocapture any of these roving pirates, 
unless she can first come in sight of them. As 


far as my recollection serves me no one of our | 


American naval vessels has yet come in sight of 


| one of these roving cruisers, these pirates, at any 


point on the ocean and given battle to her. 


In conversing upon this subject with an old | 


shipmaster a few days ago, he told me he had 


sailed from a port in company with three or four | 
hundred sail of vessels, and in less than five hours 


had been in a position where not a single sail 
could be seen. 

Now, how perfectly absurd it is to say that it 
is owing to a lack of efficiency upon the part of 


our naval vessels that they do not catch these | 


roving pirates, when not one of the vessels of the 

American Navy has come in sight of a pirate. 
Of what use is the speed of a vessel flitting from 

one corner of the ocean to the other in pursuit of 


vessels that cannot be seen and the locaiity of | 


which is unknown? There has been no oppor- 
tunity for any one of the vessels of our Navy to 
engage on the high seas with one of these pirates, 
And one of the best arguments that can be sub- 
mitted in favor of the speed and efficiency of the 
American Navy is the fact that these roving pi- 
rates are very careful to keep out of the way of 
our naval vessels. If they could compete with 
our Navy in speed, in power, or in general effi- 
ciency, they would be likely toseek to be brought 
in contact with them. But instead of that they 
runaway from ourshores. We next hear of them 
among the West Indies, thenacross the Atlantic, 
then, doubling the Cape of Good Hope, they fly 
to the East Indics and to the uttermost parts of 
the earth—anywhere, to escape the American 
Navy. 

| Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. PIKE. I move to amend by striking out 
the last word. 1 merely want to say one or two 


words in reply to the general remarks of the gen- || 


tleman from Indiana [Mr. Hotman] in further- 
ance, as they seem to have been, of the attacks 
which are now so common upon the head of the 
Navy Department. 
perhaps no admirer, of the head of that Depart- 
ment; but still, when an attack is made in anun- 
usual way upon the head of a Department upon 
the occasion of an appropriation for the ordinary 
expenses of carrying on the war, it does seem to 
me to require some reply, some attention, cspe- 
cially coming from the source it does. 

hat the gentleman would have the head of the 
Navy Department do that be has not already done 
he doesnot informthiscommittee. Buthe would 
have the President act in the matter and provide 
us with another Secretary of the Navy. Well, 


Il am no special partisan, | 
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the present Secretary of the Navy has not done? 
He has called in aid of the Navy the best mechan- 
ical and professional talent of the country. At 
an early day in the war he sent out invitations to 
the inventors of the country to furnish plans for 
naval vessels, and in pursuance of that invita- 
tion plans were furnished and accepted, and ves- 
sels have been constructed, of the achievements 
of which the whole country is proud to-day, and 
those achievements have called the attention of the 
world ton new mode of constructing naval vessels. 

The fact the gentleman from Indiana alludes to, 
that these vessels have not, atthe same time that 
they were superior for defense, been able to pur- 
sue a flying enemy and overtake him in unknown 
seas does not militate against the skill of their 
construction or their efficiency and superiority, 


| but simply illustrates the fact thatthe Lord, when 
| he created the earth, made the oceans very large. 


{Laughter.] 
I did not rise for the purpose of pursuing the 
general subject, but merely to ask the gentleman 


| trom Indiana what he would have had done that 


| has not already been done? 


| discredit, f 


He has some idea 
of the subject; will he tell us what itis? In my 
judgment the verdict of the historian will be that 
the Navy Department has been well and efficiently 


mestenel and has accomplished its full share in 


the work of su; 
pared with the 


or 


a the rebellion. If com- 
rmy it certainly will suffer no 
the Army will find no difficulty in 


| finding an enemy in full force within three days’ 


| can be explained. 


march of the capital, while the Navy has been 
pursuing the skulking foes in all parts of the 
world; and if the leading pirate has finally been 
cornered itis in an obscure harbor on the other 
side of the globe. The great job the Navy has 
had to do has been to find the enemy; when found 
they were easily disposed of. When we see what 
the Army has done, I think that we must give 
credit to the Secretary of the Navy for what he 
has accomplished. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Chairman, it is an old 
maxim, that holds good in all the relations of life, 
that the tree is known by its fruits. At this time 
rebel vessels are now leaving Nassau and enter- 
ing the blockaded ports upon our sea-coast almost 
without interruption. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Ker- 
LEY] in arguing another question informed us not 
an hour since that there are more vessels lying at 
hired wharves in the city of New York alone than 
the whole naval force of the Government at the 
time the war began. I do not know whether that 
What are those vessels doing 
there? It seems strange that we should have so 
many vessels lying at a single port, when block- 
ade-runners loaded with supplies and munitions 
of war are daily entering the principal seaport of 
North Carolina, and furnishing the enemy with 
supplies. I presume that the head of the Depart- 
ment is in the proper sense responsible for the 
efficiency of that Department. If not, who is 
responsible? [ mention the fact that our com- 
merce hus been driven from the high seas. I men- 
tion the fact that, with a few exceptions, gallant 


| achievements that made the American heart thrill 
| with pride, the Navy has accomplished nothmg 
| during the warcorresponding with its magnitude. 


I regret the fact, but itis unfortunately true. You 
propose to keep up that old system adopted be- 
tween the North and South. You huve eight 
navy-yards, at which we have large numbers of 
officers at unnecessary expense; and where they 
have been abandoned or destroyed, as at Norfolk 
and Pensacola, you propose to reéstablish them. 

I read with some dee ov of interest and care a 
speech delivered in the other branch of Congress 
comparing our Navy and our system of scattering 
our navy-yards along the sea-coust with those of 
other nations, showing the extravagance of our 
system. Atthe Norfolk navy-yard, destroyed by 
the rebels, and for which no recent appropriations 
have been made, you are proposing by this bill 
to appropriate for the salaries of that navy-yard 
alone $22,500, and a corresponding appropriation 
at Pensacola of $27,500. These expenses are 
multiplied in every one of our navy-yards from 
the Pacific const to Maine. In this way our 
finances are exhausted, and the public energy is 
frittered away under an inefficient Departiient; 
and instead of a powerful Navy, corresponding 
with the expenditure, conducted with economy, 


suppose he had done so, what could a new man || we have a Navy, manned, it is true, by gallant 
havedone? Whatcould anybody have done that || seamen, and yet withoutan efficient chief, so far 
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best, nothing toour ancient fame on the high seas. 
Inthe war of 1812 the genius of the citizen who 
presided over the Navy Department enabled our 


Navy to drive English ships and English com- | | 
| manned by two hundred and fifty men, exclusive 


merce from the ocean. lnspired by his spirit 
and energy, the gallant Perry, in a few months, 
organized a Nav y, hewed the trees of the northern 
forests into ships,and swept from the great lakes of 
the North the gallant navy of Great Britain, Has 
the present head of the Navy Department, with 
the tremendous resources at his command, sea- 
men as gallantas their fathers, accomplished any- 
thing in comparison with his predecessor? And 
yet opportunily has not been wanting. And now, 
with an expense running from $12,000,000 up to 
$142,000,000 in four years, with the public enemy 
withouta navy or dock-yard or navy-yards, with 
a few pirate ships our commerce is destroyed upon 
the high seas; and, with the exception of a few 
remarkable and honorable instances, the achieve- 
ments of the Navy have accomplished nothing. 
It has done nothing but blockade ports which the 
rebels had no power or ships to open, ‘ 

It seems to me, therefore, to be proper to in- 
quire whether these large sums of money could 
not be applied by competent officers so as to se- 
cure better results, that the Navy may rival your 
gallant Army initsachievements. Butto do this, 
sir, the chief who presides over the ane must 
be equal to the task of organizing with judgment 
and ability great achievements. 

Mr. PIKE withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. KELLEY. I renew the amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, he who reads American history 
a few years hence will, if he be an American, be 
justly proud of the achievements of our Navy 
Department and Navy. They have performed, 
sir, What the world at large pronounced an im- 
possibility when it was undertaken—established 
and maintained such a blockade as never before 
was attempted in history, and maintained it with 
a power that challenges comparison with the most 
effective blockade that history records. Look at 
the long line of coast under blockade. Look at 
the host of prizes taken by our Navy,and at their 
commercial value, 
finest steamers inthe world now in our Navy that 
are prizes taken by the Navy. Sir, there is noth- 
ing like it in history. In 1812 we were at war 
with a great maritime Power, and our vessels met 
the enemy’s upon the sea and vanquished them 
wherever they met them. Buthow different has 
been the great duty of our Navy inthis war! It 
has been chiefly to maintain the blockade. Small 
chance for honor has been afforded our gallant 
seamen and officers, because our enemy is nota 
maritime power,and has no naval force with 
which to meet them. But, circumscribed as its 
field is, the Navy has in this way achieved no 
small share of honor, The gentleman hails fiom 
the Northwest, and Lask him whatthe Navy has 
done near the mouth of the Mississippi, and up 
iis waters—what part the Navy has taken in open- 
ing that great artery of western commerce, the 
Mississippi—what part the Navy took in restor- 
ing New Orleans to the flag of our country? 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman asks a ques- 
tion. 

Mr. KELLEY. And the gentleman can an- 
swer it in the next five minutes, but not now. 

Sir, read British history, read the journals of 
the day published during the late war and the 
revoluuionary war,and you will find that England 
mourned over a list of merchantmen captured by 


gentleman know that Paul Jones and others com- 
manding privateers ran into the very ports and 
harbors of Great Britain? There never was, I 
repeat, so extended a blockade as our Navy has 
maintained. ‘There never was such alacrity, skill, 
and success exhibited by a navy in the capture of 
prizes as has been manifested by our Navy dur- 
ing this war. And what was its extent and con- 
dition when the war began? Why, itnumbered 
but seventy-six vessels, and of those twenty-nine 
of the largest had been ordered by the preceding 
Secretary of the Navy, Isaac Toucey, to the yards 
and the possession of the conspiring traitors. 
There were but four vessels, and those the four 
smallest in the Navy, at the immediate command 
of the Department when Sumter was fired on. 
Our largest and best vessels were dismantled or 
laid up in ordinary in southern yards. The bal- 


as results are concerned, one that adds, at the || 
/ remote stations in the world, upon the African 


Look at the number of the | 
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ance of our Navy was scattered upon the most || 


stations. 
Government at that time but four small vessels, 


of officers and marines, and carrying but twenty- 


| five of the thirteen hundred and seventy-six guns 





then afloat, and they were the nucleus around 
which the Department has created a Navy of over 
six hundred vessels, while establishing and main- 
taining a blockade such as was never before even 
contemplated, and changing the whale system of 
naval warfare. We are ready now to put afloat 
a gun whose projectiles will pierée the iron sides 


| of the most powerful vessels of the navies of either 


Great Britain or France. They can build nothing 


, le Pp our 20-inch gun. By the action 


our Monitor near Fortress Monroe we revolu- 
tionized the naval system of the world, and yet 
we are to be told here upon the floor of the Amer- 
ican Congress that we should blush for the doings 
of our Navy. 

Why is it, it is asked, that so many vessels 
are laid up at rented wharves? It is because our 
Navy was utterly incompatible with our natienal 
character and the vast extent of our commerce. 
It was that we had made no provision for main- 
taining a Navy adequate to the maintenance of 
the honor of the nation or the protection of its 
commerce in case of war. Now is the time that 
we should do it. Why are vessels laid up? 
Why did not gentlemen on the other side give 
us an early passage of the bill by which soldiers 


| could be transferred to the Navy? You were 
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| told that there were vessels lying waiting for ser- 
| vice because the men could not be got to man 
| them, and yet you would not pass the bill by 
| which men could have been transferred from the 


Army to the Navy. : 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. HOLMAN obtained the floor. 

Mr. ODELL. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. ODELL. Lask the gentleman from Penn- 


| sylvania whether the bill to which he refers met 


with any opposition on this side? On the con- 


| trary, it was passed as soon as it was returned 


from the Military Committee. 
Mr. KELLEY. I think that the fillibustering 


| which delayed general legislation came all from 


that side. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I oppose the amendment. 
I simply wish to say to the gentleman that the 
achievements of our arms even on the great river 
of the Northwest are attributable more to the 
Army than to the Navy. Evenso faras the gun- 
boats are concerned, he must remember that the 
enterprise of a gunboat fleet on the Mississippi 
was inaugurated by the Army, and not by the 
Navy; and it is not so very long since those gun- 
boats were transferred from the Army tothe Navy. 
Their achievements were performed in a great 
measure by men who left the ranks of the Army 
and manned the gunboats, transports, and steam- 
ers intended to rundhe rebel batteries on the Mis- 
sissippi. Of the gallantry of these men, whether 
in the Navy or from the Army, of the cool and 
resolute courage of the citizen pilots, too much 
cannot be said in commendation. Their courage 
and constancy is the redeeming feature, however 
inefficient the management of the Department. 


| Of the skill and energy of officers in active ser- 
American privateers that shamed their navy and || 
broughtitinto temporary disfavor. Does notthe | 


vice, of the courage of their men, in the Navy as 
well as the Army, the whole country is justly 
proud. It is not this of which I complain, but 
of the general conduct of the Navy Department. 

When the gentleman speaks of the large num- 


|| ber of blockade runners that have been captured, 
_he must recollect that the argument cuts both 


ways. It shows the littl apprehension that was 


felt by blockade runners of being captured, and of || 


the number that flocked upon the coast to try the 
venture. But when the gentleman refers to the 


uninterrupted achievements of our Navy, why | 


does he not say something of that unfortunate 
expedition set on foot with such lavish and ex- 


traordinary expenditure to capture the hotbed and | 


cradle of southern treason, Charleston, in the de- 
struction of which every loyal citizen feels so in- 
tense an interest? Whatdid your great fleet of 
iron-clads do there in presence of the rebel forti- 
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Charleston? What was accomplished there io 


| accomplished by your gallant Army, pressing for. 
| coast, upon the Pacific coast, and other distant | 
There were at the disposal of the || 


ward under obstacles insurmountable. While 
the nation was led to believe from the boastful 


| manifestoes of the Navy Department that jn the 


course of a few days the invincible iron Navy was 
to batter down that stronghold of treason, watch. 
after month, the unwelcome fact came before the 
country that so far as the naval expedition was 
concerned it was a miserable failure, a tremey. 
dous error of judgment on the part of Secretary 
Welles, a wild and totally impracticable scheme. 
If there is any blushing to be done it ought to 
mantle the cheek of any one who defends a De. 
partment which has shown itselfso unworthy the 
prowess, skill, courage, genius, and lavish ex- 
penditures of the American people, or defends the 
President of the United States for having, in def- 
ance of the public judgment, kept that high officia! 
in a position so beyond the scope of his ability, 
That is the cause for blushing on the part of the 
Representatives of a free people, in a Congress 
emanating from the people ,ina Government where 
the public voice ought to be heard and the public 
judgment respected, 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. KELLEY withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Irenew it. I did 
not design, Mr. Chairman, to participate in this 
debate. I do it now with great reluctance, for | 
cannot say anything without hurting somebody. 
And yet the remarks of the gentleman who has 
just taken his seat [Mr. Hotman] do not permit 
me to remain silent. He says that the blush 
should mantle on the cheek of everybody in con- 
nection with the attack of the Navy on Charleston. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I trust the gentleman wil! 
not misapprehend me. I said that the blush should 
kindle on the cheek of an American citizen in 
seeing still maintained in his position a person 
at the head of the Navy Department against the 
common judgment of the entire country. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I shall not differ 
with the gentleman in that judgment. It was be- 
cause I knew I should have to say something that 
L had rather not say that I did not wish to speak 
upon this bill. But when the gentleman spoke of 


| the attack upon Charleston as a miserable failure, 


I have to say that the charge of Balaklava was not 
more brilliant nor more insane. It was nota naval 
expedition undertaken on the judgment of naval 
officers, or advised by the officer in command 
charged with its execution. It was devised in 
the Department without consulting the officer who 
was charged with its execution, who was always 
ready to obey every order, however in conflict 
with his experienced judgment. No, sir, if there 
be shame and humiliation in connection with the 
attack upon Charleston, it is because the Depart- 
ment thought a cotton-spinner was better than an 
admiral to plan the execution, and weigh and ad- 
just the relative powers of attack and defense. 
They ought to have remembered that the ablest 
officer of the Navy thought that no amount of 
heroism, no amount of impenetrability of iron- 
clads, no amount of daring on the part of our 
fleet off Charleston would enable thirty guns on 
iron-clads on one side to silence three hundred 
guns in fortifications upon the other, but that in 
order to make a successful attack upon Charles- 
ton it must be a combined attack by a land and 
naval force. 

But the admiral in command of the fleet, though 
he was not consulted as to the plan of attack, and 
although the result accorded with his experience 
and judgment, when the order came, made the at- 
tack; and in forty minutes one half his force was 
disabled. He withdrew, meaning to renew the 
attack the next morning; but upon the reports of 
his captains unanimously concurring that a re- 
sumption of it must end in disaster, the attack 
was not renewed. The Navy Department was 
informed of that fact, but he was met witli slurs 
and insults, to which the published correspond- 
ence and the Secretary’s report bear testimony; 
and at last he was relieved under false pretenses: 
a better man might take his place and execute 
the plan in which he had failed. 

onths have passed of enormous waste of gun- 
powder, and Charleston remains in the hands of 
theenemy still. Sumter, whose battery at the time 
of Admiral Du Pont’s attack was unbroken ,!s 10 
a heap of ruins, and yet the Navy is no nearer 


fications and batteries established in front of |; Charleston. ‘The result would have been differ- 
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Department had taken the advice of Ad- 
-five thousand men | 


nir : 1) 
ze attack by way of Stono and James islands, 
while the fleet attacked the batéeries in front. 1] 








ent if the 
«| Du Pont and sent twenty 


But the men who are now in control of the || 
Navy Department keep in retirement the mest | 
brilliant officer of the Navy since the days of | 
Decatur, because the Department’s crude exper- | 
iment failed and it was advisable that the Depart- 
ment should not appear in fault, because it might | 
he awkward to confess that it did not ask Du | 
Pont’s advice on the plan of the attack nor take 
it when it was volunteered; and when the attack 
which the Department devised failed, through the 
inherent inadequacy of the force provided, in kind 
and quantity, they thought the iron-clad reputa- 
tion might suffer by an espoente of the real facts. | 

Mr. STEVENS. I believe I must oppose this | 
amendment; but I rise more for the porpese of 
asking this House whether they will not go on 
and pass some of the appropriation bills, instead 
of squandering the time of the nation by irrele- 
yant and insane speeches? We have got now 
five or six large een bills untouched, 
and at the rate at which we are going on, mid- 
summer will reach us before we shall pass them. || 

If gentlemen after the debate is closed will con- 
fine themselves to motions which they make, to | 
the strict merits of their amendments, we shall | 
be able to get through; but if they go on con- 
stantly making political harangues, which of 
course must be answered, we shall never be done. 

The gentleman from Indiane [Mr. Houtman] I 
have no doubt remembers that * there is a time | 
for all things,”’ but evidently believes that all time 
is for his things, [great laughter,] and that is find- | 
ing fault and maligning the Administration. I do 
implore the House to give no countenance to such 
a course until we have done with the appropria- 
tion bills, and then they may talk nonsense until 
doomsday if they wish. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Inasmuch as I have stated | 
my reasons for making this amendment, and I 
presume the committee desires to proceed with | 
the bill, Lam now willing to withdraw it, 

Mr. GRISWOLD. I oppose the amendment. 
I do not feel called upon, Mr. Chairman, to stand | 
up in vindication of the Navy. Itis well known 
that lam no political sympathizer with that De- 
partment, nor do I desire to occupy the time of 
the House in making insane speeches which are 
so much discouraged by the gentleman from Penn- || 
sylvania, (Mr. Stevens.] ; 

I do not propose to enter into the controversy || 
which may have sprung up between the Army 
andthe Navy. 1 do not propose to say anything | 
in regard to the contest which may have sprung | 
up in the Department alluded to by the gentleman | 
from Maryland (Mr. Davis] relative to the jeal- 
ousy or rival claims of commanders in the Navy; | 
but I do feel called upon, as one familiar with the 
subject, when I am told that the attack on Charles- 
ton was one of the events that should shroud the | 
country with mortification—an assertion against || 
the entire policy and ability of that peculiar class | 
of vessels in that contest—I say that I feel called | 
upon as one familiar with the subject to stand up | 
and vindicate them. | 

Mr. Chairman, are gentlemen aware of the fact 
that that little fleet of iron-clads which made the | 
attack upon Charleston cost not more than one 
of the ordinary men-of-war? Are they aware of || 
the fact that the whole manning of that little fleet || 
was less than is necessary for an ordinary man- || 
of-war? Are they aware of the fact that that || 
fleet received two thousand shots, and not one || 
penetrated; and that not a solitary life was lost 
except tht of the gallant Rodgers, and that was 
from no defect not easily remedied? Are they 
aware of these facts, and of the fact that this | 
country alone has presented to the world a naval | 
vessel that is impregnable to any projectile yet 
invented ? 
_ Weare told, sir, of the great success of the Eng- 
lish and French naval iron-clads, relying on four | 
anda half inches of plate. What did we see at the | 
Nee Jerdat Washington? A French plate man- | 
&ctured in one of the most celebrated manufac- | 
Ores in France was brought out here. It was | 
‘IX Inches thick, and in one single shot it was || 
yuttered to atoms by one of our 15-inch guns. | 

hy, sir, the American Navy to-day stands far | 
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| being four and a half inches. 


| wof fifteen inches. 


in advance of any navy in the world; and that re- 
sult is owing to the iron-clads. 
{Here the hammer fell. 
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| wood. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I do not propose | 


to prolong this discussion, but I desire to call at- 
tention to the following memoranda prepared by 
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she would be dangerous to any vessel whether of tren or 
This vessel is to draw twenty anda halffeet water, 
and will mount twelve guns. The cost by contract will be 
$1,250,000, 

The Dictator and Puritan are iron vessels building by 
Mr. Ericsson, having all the peculiarities of his monitor 


| Vessels, with some modifications which experience with 


the Bureau of Statistics of the Navy Department: || 


* The vessels which in the report of the Secretary of the | 


Navy are called ‘fast or rapid vessels,’ are altogether of 
timber, and are particularly applicable to the present war. 
They vary in dimensions from two bundred and ninety to 
three hundred and thirty feet in length, and in beam from 
forty-one to forty-seven feet. 


Their draught of water will | 


the other vessels of this class has pointed out to him as ne- 
cessary and advantageous. The monitor vessels draw about 
eleven feet water; these vessels will draw twenty feet. 
The Dictator is to have one turret and the Puritan two tur 

rets, and in each turretthere will be two guns of filleen or of 
twenty inches. The thickness of the turrets was to have 


| been twenty-four inches of iron, but the projector finds that 


be from fifteen and a half to seventeen and a half feet. | 


These vessels are intended for great speed, and have very 


powerful machinery; the vessels being sharp are expected | 


to maintain a continuous speed of from fourteen to fifteen 
knots, and fora short run may even exceed this. The dif- 
ference in the size of the vessels is mainly due to the arma- 
ment, which for the smaller vessels will be six 9-inch guns 
and one 50-pound rifle gun. The larger vessels will have 
covered decks, in order to accommodate more men, who 
will be required forthe heavierarmament of eighteen 9-inech 
guns and two rifled guns. Particular service may ocea- 


| sionally require a variation in the armament. 


| 
+} 


ht 


“The steam machinery has been contracted for for all | 
these vessels, and the Government is under obligation to | 


furnish the vessels to those contractors that they may put 


| up their machinery. 


** Six of these vessels are building in the navy-yards, and 


are being hastened forward, when others of them will be 


immediately commenced, and the remaining vessels will 
be built by private parties undera public advertisement. 


This would have been dont earlier but for the strikes of the | 


workmen, which have searcely yet calmed down, and the 


holding back of these vessels aided very much in bringing | 


the machinists’ strike to a conclusion. 

“ The Department found its first duty in the commence- 
ment of the war to be to purchase a great number of ves- 
sels for the blockade, for the regular naval vessels then in 
service were more of a character to meet foreign ships-of- 
war in battle than to eatch blockade runners; and these 
purchased vessels, thongh good for merchant work, were 
not so suitable for the hard usage of continual service, and 
they are thus depreciating rapidly every year. The num- 
ber must, however, be kept up, and this is one of the rea- 
sons of the large amount of Money needed to repair them ; 
next year it will be greater still, unless their places can be 
supplied by new vessels. 


**The next care of the Departinent was to build some | 


substantial vessels of light draughtof water that could run 
upall the rivers and bays. The small gunboats did this; and 
stilllaterithas provided ‘ double-end side-wheel steamers,’ 
which will no doubt answer a good purpose. They are 
strong and fast vessels. 

“There was still wanted a fast class of vessels for off- 


| shore work, that could overhaul vessels at sea and before | 


they came within the range of the light-draught vessels, as 
the blockade runners have come to using faster vessels than 


those with which they commenced. These are the vessels | 


on which the Department is now engaged. They could not 


well have been made before, for all the machine shops have | 
been engaged on the light-draught vessels, and on the re- | 
pairs of the purchased vessels, and on the monitor vessels. | 


‘That press is now passing by, andall these shops have 
the contracts for the machinery of these large, rapid vessels 
which taxes their ability to its full extent. 

* Besides the vessels above named, which are wholly of 
wood, and without armor of any kind, (for they cannot 
carry it,) there are eight wooden vessels of monitor class 
building in the navy-yards, for which contracts have been 


made for the machinery, the armor plating, and the turrets. | 


Four of these vessels are in length three hundred and twenty 
feet, and will draw twelve and a half feet water. On the 
outside of the hull there is a wood backing of eighteen 
inches thick, in which are laid bars of iron four by six inches; 
on the outside of these there is then placed an iron armor 
of four and a half inches in thickness; the deck armor is 
in thickness two inches. 

** Each of these four vessels has two turrets, of which the 
thickness is twelve inches, and each revolving turret will 
have in it two 15-inch guns, and each vessel will thus have 
four guns. 

“'Tbhese vessels are afloat, a large portion of the armor 
on, and the machinery and turrets well advanced to com- 
pletion. They will be able to go along the coast and will 
tully protect any harbor. 

* The remaining four are similar, but larger vessels build- 


ing in the navy-yards; they are three hundred and fifty feet | 


jong, and will draw about fourteen feet water. ‘The tur- 
rets for these four vessels are to be fifteen inches in thick- 
ness, the deck three inches in thickness, the side armor 
six inches in thickness, laid on bars of iron eight inches 
square and four inches asunder, and these bars on a wood 
backing of fifteen inches thick, in addition to the thickness 
of the hull of the vessel; all this necessarily requiring 
larger vessels than those first named, and they will not cost 
less than $1,250,000 each. But when made, an enemy 
must get out of sight to feel safe. These vessels will each 
have four guns of fifteen inches, or of twenty inches, as 
may be found best. 

“The Dunderberg is building in New York under contract 
with Mr. W. H. Webb, and is intended by him for a sea- 
going steamer, to make fourteen knotsatsea. This vessel 
is in every respect planned and arranged by Mr. Webb, ihe 
contractor, without the interference of any oneclse. She 
is built of wood, of angular sides, havingan armor of three 
and a half inches on the hull, laid ona thickness of several 
feetoftimber. She carries eight ]l-inch guns in a house 
or casemate on the deck, the iron plating on the casemate 
On the top of this casemate 
or house there are to be two revolving turrets, in thickness 
eleven inches of iron, in each of which will be two guns 
This vessel is to have masts and sails 
for cruising. Besides this she is to have aram or cutter of 
iron and wood, with which at a speed of fourteen knots 


i} 
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by adifferent mode of construction fifteen inches will be suf 
ficient. These vessels are intended by Mr. Ericsson as sea 


| going steamers, and they will be formidable vessels. ‘Their 


efficiency for harbor and coast service is conceded by all, 
and these two large ships will test the practicability of the 
system of turrets for sea service, and it is by a trial of this 
kind only that such a question can be setded. The armox 
on the hull is six inches in thickness, Inid on bars six inches 
square, and these bars rest on a wood backing of three feet 
in thickness, 

« For such large vessels of war with armor-plating, there 
can be no question but that the proper material of which to 
build them should be iron. Tron shipbuilding is compara 
tively new, and it will require a little time for the Govern 
ment to get into it. The British iron steam frigate Achil 
les, of the same size as the Warrior, has been built in 
Chatham dock-yard altogether by the shipwrights who 
built the woud vessels, ‘The greater portion of the work is 
done by machinery, and a good mechanic in wood will 


| answer just as well as an jron-worker, and all the riveting 


ean be equally well done by them. Such, however, is rep- 
resented to be the fact in the case of the Achilles. 

“The smaller ciasses of vessels will for many reasons for 
along time yet be of timber. Ali the stock of seasoned 
timber, and indeed the timber of every kind in the navy- 
yards, has been used, gnd the Government, like the mer- 
chant builders, is glad ¢; get any kind that isto be had, and 
itis all green. The pressing need of the country has not 
justified the asking of sums of money to lay ln a stock of 
timber to season, allthe funds having been wanted to build 
the vessels and get them offas quickly as possible. ‘The 
Department bas not asked for money tor this purpose, but 
there cannot be a more judicious and economical expendi 
ture than in laying up asupply of seasoned timber. A 
neglect of this will oceasion enormous sums to be expended 
in repairing ; and this is one reason, added to that of the 
hard work the vessels have to undergo, of the great amount 
required for repairing, rapidly increasing as the vessels be- 
come older. 

‘*The purchased vessels, of which so large a part of our 
blockading force is composed, were all builtof unseasoned 
timber, for private builders cannot afford to keep it on hand, 
and the Navy-built vessels are in almost the same condi- 
tion. 

“The expense of the Navy is large, if comparisonis made 
with former years, but in fact the Government has had to 
create a Navy, and,at all sacrifices, to meet the necessities 
of the case. This had to be done under rising prices, and 
they have not yet reached the maximum. Materials and 
labor are still steadily advancing. We have been compelled 
to meet a state of things wholly unlooked for. Foreign na- 
tions have been gradually building up their navies, while 
we into two years have had to compress what otherwise 
would have been the work of twenty years. A comparison 
with foreign navies is not quite fair to the Navy Depart- 
ment. In the Russian war every available vessel was put 
forth by Great Britain, of which she had some four or five 


| hundred, and with all ber vast preparations in her dock- 


yards she had to build a great many by contract, and we 


| all Know how many American vessels were chartered as 


transports. She did not have to make a new navy, as we 
have had to do. 

“It would be folly for any man to pretend to extraordi 
nary accuracy in a naval estimatein time of war. In times 
of peace with comparatively few vessels itis only a necrer 
approximation, for in so perishable a fabric as a ship it is 
impossible to tell in what condition she will return to port, 
or how much money is to be expended on her. Experience 
only shows a more rapid depreciation for each year of a 
ship’s life, that the life of a steam vessel is shorter than that 


| of a sailing vessel; and it will doubtless be found thata 


steamer of wood covered with iron will be the shortest- 
lived of all. But now in time of war all these incidentals 
are vastly increased. 

** For the last fourteen or fifteen years the estimates for 
the ship-building portion of the Navy Department have been 
made on the same general principles, and the introduction 
of a deficiency bill for this object has been rare. When the 
appropriation asked for has been reduced from some ne 
cessity or reason, it is believed the Department has uied to 
meet the case by economizing in parts that would least prej- 
udicé the interests of the Navy. 

“The Department now desires nothing more than will 


| enable it to meet and fulfill the great duty it has before it, 


which if curtailed too much it cannotdoe. It is thought 


| that the sum of $22,800,000 reported will not be sufficient 


to meet the wants of the Navy embraced in it for the com- 
ing year of the war. The wear and tear ought not to be less 
than $11,500,000; the sixteen steam sloops, $7,200,000; 


| the western waters’ navy at the minimum, $4,000,000 ; the 


| $22,800,000 as reported. 


purchase and charter of vessels at $3,000,000 ; and the extra 
labors $600,000-—making in all $26,300,000, in place of the 
The sum of $3,600,000 will also 
be needed for the armored vessels in construction. With 
this reduction to 26,300,000 the Department may be able 


| to meet the demands that will probably be made on it; and 


it is not beyond a reasonable probability that there may be 
even a larger sum needed than that asked for.” 


Mr. BROOKS. I avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity to present some statistics. I may not have 
another opportunity. I refer to them as unan- 
swerable as against the present administration of 


| the Navy Department, 
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list of vessels captured by rebel privateers. Reported up to January 30, 1864, with port of clearance, destination, date, place of capture, and ton- 
. nage. Prepared by Captain I. H. Upton, Secretary American Shipmasters’ Association. 








: aca pe eo pppoe aeaennanpeaananan aane ee eeee ee ee —— 
Vessels, Where from. Where to. Date. | Captured by. Sees 
Adiniral Blake, SCNOONET.....00scccc cece vecssecres soveessacees sesesessee sess eeessess 1862. ...+ seeeeeeeees| Beamer Alabama, off ee Bisbee a0), shih 2c dts eave ead 10 
Albert Adams, brig .....+++00 cee seccce! CUDA. coccccccevesces a York pen enee see July 3, 1861... severe RCO OMT a neks omen gbepacapecn tes de ends 00s *.e00005 192 
A. B. Thompson, ship... ..cccceccscecess Savannah . ...sse0s New York, .coocseoes od to eeee Ott Port Royal, meese ceccsecece one > ee CaeQ?* ps9 epee 800 
Abese Ghd . on ds oe nb pe Cubes s oee0en 2008 New London.......- Hlusd’s Isiand........ LOGR «cc cose dove sconcep BOCRMer picneteb. aid Flores...... Seti esesent eee 39) 
SeeA UI. inp aneseetaccageors eats Sippican ...ccesecese Atiantie Ocean .....- JBG2. w.cccceovececeee| Seamer Alabama, off the Flores.......ccececcsscccevess 300 
Aldebaran, sCHOONCE.... ...000 eee ceeees BEPUN BOCK sn css oneeke Maranham..... ss March, 1863 . we ae ee er eS “e 187 
Aileghanlan, #1... ccc cece eee cece cces Baltimore ...... coeet LsRECR 2 cece cee ewes | DOGR. cece seeeeceeeees| Destroyed by rebels off the Rappaliannock .. a cetiehs acs sett Laal 
Arcade, SCHOONET. ...c00ccceceececescess Portland .... ... ..+e-} Guadaloupe ......-.++| January, 1861... +6--| I IES 6 2560 0% cap done vesesee0nsd e00hsesercces x0 | 
Aridi, GROMMET oo cccc vecvccvccncesccceses New York...... .-eee| Aspinwall.........--| December, 1862..... | Steamer Alabama............cccececceecccecccecs cece 1,295 


Aivarado, bark 


Laguplighter, b 
Lauretta, bark 


paves bagegs aeseeeesee eons Capetown .......s000| BOStON ....sceeeeeeee| Sune, 1861. ...600 000s! DeeMMeT GORI 6's bbw 06h Foes wodsvisvorcedsesesere 


we 
&: 









































Alfred H. Partridge, schooner........+.- | Gloucester ....... ..+| Fishing on Banks....| June 7, 1863........+| Privateer Tacony 0.06. ccccescesessceceees seseeseseccs 200) 
Ade, CORON ccccse secre s0sencecdeneser | Gloucester,.... ......| Fishing on Banks....| June 23, 1863 wees eee Privateer TACONY veseeesesececeecseeersseseseseseseeess| 200 
AeA MAE. voc non chbe bites cceva ose Gloucester .... ..s00 | Fishing on Banks....) June 7, 1863. ......+.| Privateer Tacony Cccrecpeacceccccceesseuccesinececcescs| 30 | 
RE ONO rE onan euabobnat Gloucester .... «+ ....| Fishing on Banks....| June 12, IBGS vee e vere! Privateer Tacony sites tees teeeeeeeeeneeeeeerereceesees, Oi) | 
Raiebeetes WHEE 5 casbis cece sceses osacee | New Vork. ....seeeee | Montevideo.,........| June 2, 1863,.... vee+| Alabama, Jat. 11,15, lon. 34.30 00.0.0 eeee eee es ceeeee tenes 481 
Arsid-BanOM, SHID as co vec ccnes cece cese | Liverpoul......cccees| NEW YOr, cocccccess Penne eaneee ener eeeeeslereseeesessscceeeseeenenesesse sess sees sessee sess sane nuns 868 | 
AMimnce, BCLWOMET. ..0ceccvccsee.sceveee Philadelphia, .....06+) POrt ROYAL. .cceeeeerlseweeeceeeecee: sonese ‘| OF Rio, SUaPeases hrearectm cords sreae eens tees 190 
RIEL. 0 5-05 40404400 2005 0600 008 weal PEAUTNR. «coe cccecses Palmouth, E...cccosehevccscccceccvccccecces} Alabama pease s Phase bense sous vesuse 00d SSSbes abRS ee Sa 595 
Anna FF. Setidt, Obins. 0.05.00 0000 0908 St. Thomas..........| San Franciseco..... st leeceeenceeenesereeens | Alabama, off Rio, (bonded) eesee Cpeceredvevsvescveveces 74 
Arabella, Brig... .os0ccceccescscece vecces Aspinwall ....0.e.00. | New York. seer eeeees | June 12, 1800 eas ven PHATE NO; Bicidds Voi ciwanescedeicsedens Seb ebcvlosedeweves 291 
TIBOR GID 6 ocnss5ccnncnccns ssesepeses Moutevideo...,......| Chincha Islands ..... | nainh ¥¥Ne pel eecsect Alabama. . nile Cpeeceeseoce peeves soces ence sie 699 
Benjamin Dunning, brig....-..eeeeeeeeee [one secevers cocoees eoelecsece Seoceseccoves “July 3, is6l... as cede .+| Steamer Suniter. oa 0 £EGR0 cas .ebonee 0058 eb6s SheeAse ene Qe4 
BD. Fr. Berta, WFR. ccc cove cvesevececcese Philadelphia......... | Havana .......see006] June 16, 1861 .c00-056) Steamer Sumber . 2.2... csseec vccces 900 Os ee Conse Ses00. 203 
Benjamin Tocker, ship ........0++ sonntel Me UE apex seas | Whaling....... cove | 1OGR. oc nc ctwens -es.| Steamer Alabama, off the Flores.......... 0000. Cece cces | R00 
Bold Hunter, slip. ......ceeecccccecececs | Dundee, Scotiand....| Calcutta ...... ..++.+| December 9, 1863 ....| Georgia, lat. 19 N., lon, 20.35 W. . Sw otiscd Géixvbcees, 797 
Brilliant, shiip....c..scecsesececcescevess | New York .......+.-| Liverpool....... »-se+| October 3, 1862......| Steame r Alabama, lat. 40, lon, 50.30 . ceceecccestecscccces| 839 
Bete Fhe, WHE none vccccse. cece cnnen0ltasesesi veces oannes ne elsee oev ene privtirterete tee SERA uwnb ouerve iecat ee Alabama...ccesescscervcceseseccsesccce: vecens 265 | 
Dette TAGE, BITS. os vecces encase cass 1 COED once esnccessee | BEQROOS vice on diws caved BBDBs wees sek: ins ood <1 RDO BERR ciccc ct ccgecccccssenee aac Rug | 
Baron de Castine, brig.........ceeeee cece 1 ebewn oc non 000000 0666] s000ee benens desc eeD o+| LE62......00eeeee0--| Steamer Alabama, lat. 39 N., "Jong. 69 w., (bonded)... 267 | 
NE en couse wegen debee sen ene we sin adh ae ahaa ake ..| New Orleans........| June 9, 1863..........| Rebels, at mouth of Mississippi. idl waddamabittiosies cst 100 | 
Byzintiusn, siiipp...occccccccescescsecses SS ee veeel New YORK os eevee vere! June 16, LOGS. ic ciccco) Privateer Tacony, ag a Sk ee eee 800 | 
rs PIE, MEIN. ioc cosnucesne secneses | PERPATIEN owe escecece | Falmouth...... eoeees| June 16, 1863.. -»| Florida, lat. 12 N., lon. 30 W. coos coesecevecee| 1.387 
en cubed s bebe 060400 nORb ees >: eee Cork 6000 000 goievces | LEGL. 2... 2. cee eeeeeee| Steamer Sumter. Sateen ceeeee ners ents neeeeeeecesseeeees| OGY 
CRORE ch novepuebs ete eeus enon konaiee ht Lo SPT Te b Vera Crus. secep coves | July 1, 1861.......0.-| Steamer Sumter... sees cece cscs cece ceceeeceees wurewé ves} 199 
CIR, BIER oc 0 0s 500050 068005 0s oe kee | Guadaloupe.......4+. | Cienfuegos ..........| January 27, 1863......| Steamer Sumter, off Altwela Rock......cceceeseceeceess| 203 
COME, SOROORE 6050 cove vccecg sovcuses | Provineetown...... oo) Whabling «0 dc cccccose b BOER, 0 ds coveus on 655s ROU BOD ra nnh0 a060n0hte ot man) see sen ee’ venens | 200 
Crenshaw, schooner. .......++0+ 2 -90kn ee BE Kens o40itoe | Glasgow .... s..+ee++| October 26, 1862......| Steamer Alabama, lat. 40 N., lon. 65 W.........0cee ees | 978 
Sein BN 8 oo dso scipn ceknvese Philadelphia......... Cardenas ..... eww .| January 22, 13863,.....| Steamer Plorida...... babs SUbSELSS OS tee dceseSeet wees Lesal 235 
Castine, arin. ; .vcescoccccccvcccee coves | SAA. ao en.toer covet England .......++++++| January 25, eens Beqnmey Daas ask Maris i vesew ives Wiss ccticcccé.| BD | 
Commonwealth, ship.......ceeee cece eens a er Sanu Francisco, ......| 1063......+0++0+++00+| Steamer Alabama, lat. 30 8., lon. 30.25 W. eoccevescccees| 1,945 | 
Chartes FAM, attip. ..00 cececseeccccvccece Liverpool....... weees| Montevideo..........| April, 1863..... soeeee| Steamer Alabama, lat. 7.30 N., lon. 26.20.......ceeeeeee-) 699 | 
Chesapeake, steamer....... sess ceonee a | SO Os poo 46 6bu8 | Portland ...... ......| December 7, 1863....| Rebels’ Pass, 20 miles N.N.E. of Cape Cod... ..ccccccesss 460 
CO UE vcndasehbaie uta caoned vens re Baltimore....seeeeee- ..| LEBB. 220 cecesves veee| Steamer Florida... O65 006 cbedce cece voce ccccccce cess 253 
Contest, Sip ....00 cacece coscccccescceses | Yokohoma, Japan....| New York. .......00-|sssesesceees seeeeeeees| Alabama, off N. Nortch Island . deieslbedicdsNet sds <p) 1,098 | 
CHOWDER FUER, GBs cc sc vecctecovecsvcss NOW BOK hse ncccses San Francisco,.... al 18G3...... seeveeeess| Georgia, lat. 7S., lon. Wh lela iepeline lite tel I « 1.098 | 
City of Bathe, slip... ..ccoeccccsccceccces NO or nae epee coccee| AMCWELP. ..00ccceccee| Jumme 2B, 1BGS..... 0006 Georgia, lat. a1 S., lon. 29.10, (bonded)........eeeseeeeee| 736 | 
Constitution, ship.........++. ebevesecets | Philadelphia......... | Valparaiso ....06 ses] June 25, 1863.......+. GeOrgid ....ccecccccccecccsccesccccvcce esse cveseececes 997 | 
Commonwealth, bark. .....0.ccesccccees oo. eee | San Franeiseo....... | April 17, 1853........| Florida, lat. 20 8., lon. 31 E........e eee eee atévenstses 300 
Css canes bebe 200000 seexbuns | Montevideo....... pach Ee VOilbe a cen cece cedscncone: <hiacive ct chhud GROIN. 1, chins  dAOdh be USS hb Wb) 0 Ts) Sec d's Sees 347 
ne a oe See a gens ane F RORPOEIE, 5c oscdccces SE 5 dnactnnens June, 1861...........| Privateer Jeff. oc ei een ie laa ce ender acaus ss 396 
Daniel Trowbridge, schooner............ New York. ....ccccee) DEMerara.. coves. 0 deh BEN aah 0s dihde 068 Ey ce} PEO RRIE IN o's oda nccehcbdngrece tees Mion eescescecess| 900 
Pr rrerrur rT rrr DROW WORK nn 0069000} Ocean 40500050 -| October, 1862 eseeeee| Steamer Alabama, lat. 40.30, lon. 54.20......cccceeeeceee| 298 
RUNG FyImOO, GUID, 0.00 0:9:050 cx0nneceeees | New York..... ecceee| Shanghac..... bane’ «| 1853. ....cceeecceeeee| Steamer Alabama, Jat. 7.35 8., lon. 31 35 MP ehesas ne ceses 699 
EL NIN 055s. comb bbe bank ahehea een | Liverpool......ce+s -.| Hong Kong.......+0+] 1863. 6... eee eeeeeees| Georgia, lat. 25 N., lon. 21.40 Ot atdnethigads desitise-} 1.293 
FBlizabeth Aun, schoouer.........eeeeees oe eee Piste 0:0 008: % ce oduee | June 22, 1863..... -+| Privateer (ee ala ae ppl aaah Reg ta 200 | 
NSS AD AE EI TAR. | ED abs ae <a ave ot Maw TOR. ssadenns vel ee eccs site ak UNUNON DUMs BPE c on 0s a0.4.00000 cnsenapdencie se essecers | 9 
Emily Farnham, schooner............... Provincetown........| Whaling ............| October 3, 1862 .....| RUNES bowen bist ocuee cu sbne eco bes de bu0ses Cp teee scl 120 
i eee | St. Jago...... ee | Guantanamo.... ....| Mareh, 1863.. edn) CROMRDERIIN . Bes wwe chek chsbNiecde vdccccecotedccdccccecss| 990 
Eben Dodge, , |. SO PrryErrrrrs rrr erre | New Bedford... .. cove) Wiralltags oc cece cc cee} 1BBbc cd ces. 0000000006) BACQMO SOs. ciceic ce cosdssscccccseccocescescccccccce| 300 
Enchantress, schooner...........+..+00. | BOGUID 250000000 068% St. Jago de Cuba..... | Bahar BS AGEL... cous cx ePOOMOOOT ZOU, MORNIN, one enedenece ses seoddeceusewssvsee}| 900 | 
Se EE MEN s os > cont neexee cespea | New Bedford......... eer Ty 1062. ...eeecceeeeees| Steamer Alabama, lat. 39.50, lon. 35.20....ccccceccccccse| 800 | 
SNE cecsn én os eins 0ecceh obasannees | Manzanilla...... soos | BORON ..00dsessercse] Canuary 17, 1863.....| Steamer Florida, lat. 23.50, lon. 34.17. .....ccceeseeeeees| 300 | 
SPROUL, WEED oa c00s 005006 pescasveneaseel Callao..... pane aewwad | AMLWETP ce cece cece 5 da tie ab we cerns eed ae NID TRIN 5 nos bhccls es cde Ve cbdinvetenedeceess 1.072 
IO sn a nahn ay gnsee neon on arr Jopccsensccccccene cece) 1G3. weve Chios) 660dneh RRCORT, CUQMEOE) ons 00. dn80Usb 000 cabin cNdicddvcccdeccccess]! 900 
Francis B. Cutting, slip............ eae Liverpool.......0se0- New Y “ork. pend8es Vebs Augu~ “t 6, 1263. vidivel Florida, lat. 41.10, lou. 44,20, (bonded) ........eeeeeeeeee 796 
oe a ee | BOSTON ..,.eeeeseeees Hong Kong.......... | eee Bais eid vo cd 8 I IES 606 05 ves 0 050000 6 n005 0 dena ccececterccct 340 
Sn EES cha chnnbeubencen0hd acneaustan Philadelphia. ........ | "T'OTtUgas ....eeeeeees July, LBB... ccccsscvcsd eo trey ec denterusccesvene'tr-| Q87 | 
Golden RBHcket, Ship. .o.00. cevsccsccevess | Havana,...recescccee Cieniaegos ......ec00} July 16, L06L. ..c600c.] StemmMer SUMP... .cccecscovccccsccscssccscccccsccccess| G08 | 
GEOIGOR TORMIG, GRID. 0.00 c0ocaccecenece’ | Howland*s island. | QueenstOwn 2... 222+) IBBS...... eee ébvanid Steamer Alabama, lat. 29 N., lon. 45 Ww. bo nddb codsccicsesl 1,93 
CG OEE 0 ohn ae nnn 0 ov snancaukae New York...........| Aspinwall...........| January 26, 1863...../ Steamer Alabama, lat. 17.45... nearenadih sees bins ones 250 
SGU AMG GN, cx oncehs cenenesn dacexe | New Bedford..... cont RMR circa sus ch CRED BIC AOER wicket GUI Ue 6 55 os < = seme cc cns 500905 00000% sachcadece oooal 1,185 
GOURIRONE, CREM u's coy cnn 0s vats 004s 00eeas | Londonderry.........| New York........ piss emmy BURR ic. ci ccinag POI bCOT TRONS Se 6 i5 ss cede co cccclsccedeccceses cocces | 300 
Golden Rog, schooner, ....6.cccesesececs| lloimes’s Hole reese] Chesapeake Bay. vicshesiccs eS ecee seer ecceeslocrdes seeeseeree sees ceases ceesee sees soveceseceese bdstaesl' Ee 
George Gelewold, slip. ... 20. cece rnceases | CE onamsly pe oe aos | Callao. ..c0c0cs ceccce June ~y 1863.....0000! | Georgi: Ry (AMARE ) «sine do 9i68:050 nde debs 0s0bs code 000s be0e 1, 280 
Se WROG, ROT, oven annsbencnsaccsases BOstON ...0ceceeecese | Algou Bay........6.. June 22, 1863........ | Georgia, lat. 22.29 S., lon. 42.39 Ww. eee es cece cere 136 
CGS EEN: nv icaniscescnncabeca ounens | Nueviteas ........00 New York...........| October 12, 1861 .....| Privateer schooner Sallie, tat. 32..... 0:0 900 Coccnssesecees 259 
EUV ET, SOMOONE!. c40 nonsed ence sncsesoe | SD ona. cayacne Ge -| Aux Cayes...........| January 3), 1863... 4. Priwatoer HONOR ss iain g ss wie ccbeccccccccccctececscsl 200 
Harrict Spaulding, bark... ......cccccccsce | New York........00. | Havre...... S00vevess | November 18, 1863...) Steamer Alabaina.... ccc cceesees ceeceeeeees ceeeeeeces | 29 
PEMD ONE, DOWUUMETs 500000 vepenancssnenees Sas a ainien nar tonceneh ei é ebdeesisceweisewcsecsel July 18, 1861..... soos! Privateer Winelow..o..vevcscscccccscccccccsecesccceces| 200 
Henry Nutt, achooner...........00 ae Key Weat....c.0.00 Philadelphia. ........ August, 1861. «| Steamer SUMLET.. 22... eee eee eevee ee eens cree eeessecees } 25 
SM: TNO, MUN 50a extn onan cans aeae | Cardenas pron ecsby bud Baeetett his vel! ceswoee | July 6, AOR ia idl hebeite siapies abanensnseeen aes Fe  N 149 
Sees UNL, 6. 30905550 paren cons oone | Galveston ...00.+000- S COCRMES 5 écnends cave January 13, 1863.....| Steamer ‘Alabama, off Galveston, Texas.. be eébepeene “he B00 
PT Cn dss ch anshanencnenaces MOTTA scacane pred eet | New Vork......+00- November 19, 1862...| Steamer Nashville. ......... ow OS 05s vDbbe bdeb beds cvscee | 800 
RR | Baltimore............ | Rio Jandise ss ocs ses): I8BBi. codes Ne BING os cane sean epn@edbinbael 44.4r0s 060% | 437 | 
SOEs WHEN Ghia b.oh6s 9050 b005 fees ecennens a | ew Veri6.s.00 tet | August 4, i861... Steame OA en ak tone aasers* cennenee 09 4neee 300 
DE We Oe, COD. x os ag0'ssesvccccane ns ve | Liverpool....... e+e.) New York...........| June 2, 1088.0 vel | ‘Tacony, lat. 40. a lon. 68.46, (bonded).. ecccccece 1.300 | 
FOUN PR, BRU. 0050 2005 050s ecenennens NEW ROM cesesosive | Moutevideo.......... | May 25, 1863.........) Alabama, lat. 12 8., lom. 94 Wii... cee ce cece cee en ees | 1,070 
Joseph Parks, brig........sceecceses tees Pernambuco. ........ | New York...........} December, 1861......| Steamer eae eneewediSeddsc soccccccsccccesesescoces| dO 
Joseph Maxwell, bark. .... ccccscecccces | Philadelphia.........] Laguayra............) June 16, 1661... .000 RIOT I neds 0 6 onde wash c bepe ceed eeen oFedsic civee.| WW 
Sow. to. Gerety, SCHOONET, .. . 000 cece ccccce Matamoras .......+6. New York. .... cssee. eee Re ee eee 90 
John Adams, schooner. ........cc0ceeees Provineetown........ | WP bna dG css ince 5s] Magy ROBR. ok is SI] OOMNOUI. ec iccleesesccractecccccccccccccccsccscpecccces| 100 
J. RB. Watson, schooner.......ccccccesces SOW WORK, cn cecscdvi lode tetas 5s dala «ves sf RARER Fines FTAA RWAs 0s wi Web ETe As Lede vba see ccibececscccececcses] 200 
John Welsh, brig....... 5 mtn a medi Saieiaite Ce on. akas | Falmouth, Engl and..| July 13, 1861..... ooe+| Privateer Jeff. Davis. ...... econ cecess soccesceseccseces | 75 
John A, Park, sips. cccsscccceeseecewecs | GW VOCK. .scccseees Buenos Ayres........| March 2, 1863........| Steamer Alahamia.....ccecess cocccvccnccccccescssseees | 1,050 
FO WV GE, GA sass ccccconceseses tess Maulinain...........) Falmouth, B......... | Oc tober, SBGD. 5G... vp SORUA, (RMN OND ane cnn vos 00 devecccicnns conececs sess cose} 914 
J. P. Ellicott, brig..... cee esse peep peatnd eS E Cienfuegos .......... Donat rE GI iisit NN ona = Sara pce > oo c¥cpec dc dessa cise cece eves cose 237 
Jacob Bell, ship.......... 9 0 eee encteresne | POOCROW a0 0000.000d0% | New York.......... -| February 12, 1063....| Steamer Florida, lat. 24, lon. 65........... cee cece eens 1,382 
J. GB. PURVIS, SI, . non cecnacesccecaccnces | CUbA, coe cesecccccces New York ....scecsee} 1OBLiis coves esesecciee cf MDUOMMCE QUMUEE Ls padeesi secon cavcrcccssaccccvccccesss| 800 
DUR TEs cn oa Gab <p 45 00'%s a400 : Van neue Bi ell | Philadetphia.........) June 15, 1861.........) Privateer Savannah...........000eeeee: bates eeuen oveeed 171 
SUMind, OAK. 50 sees nccens rescence -ee-| Riv Janeiro..... eeees| Now York. ..........) May 25, 1863.........) Steamer Alabama, lat. 12 S., lon. 35.30, (bonded).. * 400 
Kate Stewart, schooner......... e000 one] CIMA, 9000 vdvilec cies teeses vives wecee) 18GB. ...... ceceeevess} Steamer Florida, iat. 37.10, lon, 75.04, (bonded)... Pees o* al 
Kate Dyer, ship... .cceceeseees o0nn ons owe Callad ..cecccocecees| ANLWOEP ....40..06. | June 17, 1863... ....} Lapwing, (bonded) ......cseseescccecsess seseee Use gsens | 1,278 
maee Cory, Brig... 00+ cncpobcseapaseans 0 L WCBAR ns. me are 4b deaf WMI 0d is 55 snes RTD. 965005 00k hs A PRIOORMIOE AMMMOEERs ance vacieslocieecdh ocdabiidesccccsevess| 129 
Kingfisher, sclooner............ canna Fairhaven. ......+.++| Whating ........ £5 SERBS. Fies . ces VUES AIBDBIIR 5 a daccluccentbodscccecevaemeieocsiseess| 139 
reens, GE. cicscas ches nocerenneens | NeW TIMING oo ech WOUND is edie ca SOBRE cd dees 0o ses ae ewmater ANUBBIIBS ..c'ccc cc ccecccccscnss rT ” 
Lowisa Hatch, ship..........ceeeeeees oc of COPE cddteccce o oo MIRON bi. ocak 50d.) DOBBL aes Seed fe cee Jap Bepmener AMBARIG oo. cece cs cccese cece sees cece ccescocees od 
Leomisa Killin, Dark oo. eee eee cece wees Cientuegos ..........| Falmouth, England ..) July 20, 1861..... soos | Steamer Samer... ce. ceveee vee Be siW de’ Biss 0 bees 08s 402 
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